Follow that Dream
Introductory Lecture
Your Dream—Deal or Dud! 

Kay Daigle

One of our local television stations has a frequent report called Deal or Dud! They test a current product on the market to see if it is indeed a deal or a dud, and then they alert the rest of us as to whether we should buy it or not. Have you seen it? 

So what makes a product a deal or a dud? If it makes good on what it promises to do, it’s a deal; if not, it’s considered a dud. 

As we begin this study called Follow that Dream, it occurred to me that our dreams may be deals or duds, and we need to test them to determine which they are. Just like the reporter tests these products to see if anyone should buy them, we should test our dreams and determine if they are dreams that we should follow. 

I have had a lot of dud dreams—dreams that would never make good on their promises. When I was a girl, I dreamed of living in a southern mansion like Tara, Scarlett O’Hara’s home (Tara & Scarlett); I dreamed of having beautiful clothes and being the belle of the ball. I dreamed of (Rhett) Rhett Butler, suave and debonair, taking me away on his horse where we would live happily ever after. 

Obviously, those dreams never came true; that’s why they’re duds! As I grew older, I realized that, but I still held on to parts of those dreams. I still expected a guy like Rhett Butler, but he no longer rode a horse; now he took me away in a Ford Mustang convertible (mustang)! 

What dreams have you had? Are you like me, dreaming dreams that will never meet reality? Dreams that are duds, not deals?

(Business woman) Perhaps you have dreamed of the perfect job, a career where your greatest gifts were used to the fullest—a job where everyone would recognize you as a great asset, where you could set your own hours and have co-workers whom you liked and with whom you teamed well. You expected a fun, fast-paced job that made a difference in the world. 

Many of you have dreamed of a husband, someone to walk through life with you. Was he Prince Charming (Cinderella), the perfect man to take you away from everything hard in life? Perhaps you expected your dream man to share everything with you, not only the good but the chores—cooking (chef), cleaning (cleaning), fixing things up (handyman).

Maybe you were looking for the well-built guy (bodybuilder) or the perfect spiritual man (preacher), who would spend lots of time in prayer for your perfect family (prayer man). Perhaps your dream was to go through life spending lots of time with him (couple) traveling the world together.

Maybe your primary dream has been to have children. And of course, they would be perfect little angels (girl angel)—smart, spiritual, obedient, polite, and helpful. 

How do we determine if these are duds or deals so that we know whether to follow them? 

In order to answer this question, turn to Gen. 3, which took place in the perfect world, the Garden of Eden. 

Turn to Gen 3:1-13:

“Now the serpent was more shrewd than any of the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Is it really true that God said, “You must not eat from any tree of the orchard”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit from the trees of the orchard; but concerning the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the orchard God said, “You must not eat from it, and you must not touch it, or else you will die.’” The serpent said to the woman, ‘Surely you will not die, for God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will open and you will be like divine beings who know good and evil.’ 

“When the woman saw that the tree produced fruit that was good for food, was attractive to the eye, and was desirable for making one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave some of it to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God moving about in the orchard at the breezy time of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the orchard. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ The man replied, ‘I heard you moving about in the orchard, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.’ And the Lord God said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave me, she gave me some fruit from the tree and I ate it.’ So the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ And the woman replied, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’”
God made a perfect world and placed the perfect couple into it. They had everything we dream of—a perfect spouse, beauty, no sin or sickness, no crying or sorrow. Into this perfect world came a deceiver, a tempter. He suggested a new dream to the woman. He suggested that she could be like God. She could have more in life if she just followed that dream instead of listening to the word of God. But the dream was a dud! 

This dream was not God’s dream, and it was a lie. Yes, they did learn what evil was, having never experienced it before, but they did not become like God; they became less like God and they ruined the dream that they had. 

How do we recognize a dream that is a dud, or in other words a lie? How do we identify the deceit of a false dream? 

First, we see that --

A dud dream deceives you
By appealing to “self” –promising something better or more out there
It’s like this dream that the deceiver gave Eve. It appealed to “self”. Eve could be more than she was. She could be a god herself. 

This is similar to the dream that we get when we look at other women’s husbands or boyfriends, their homes and children, and their jobs and feel that we were shorted somehow. Everyone else has the perfect guy, the perfect family, the perfect job. We deserve more. 

I fell for the dream that promised more out there. AS a young mother, I began to dream of a husband who gave me more time, who was home more, who was more thoughtful. My dream was a dud, like Eve’s dream. 

Her dream not only appealed to her “self”, and it also lied about the character of God, suggesting that He was holding out on her. It suggested that Eve could be happier apart from God’s plan because He didn’t really want her best. 

A dud dream deceives you
Not only by appealing to self, but also by suggesting happiness comes apart from God’s will & word 
The dream given by the serpent appealed to Eve’s happiness. Satan was essentially suggesting, “Wouldn’t you be happier if you ate the fruit? Look at it. Don’t you want it?” She saw that it was pleasing to look at and looked good to eat. Why shouldn’t she have some? Surely she would be happier despite the fact that God said not to eat it. 

Today the deceiver says that God shorted us when He gave men out. Or He shorted us on things or on jobs or on money. When we look around and say to ourselves, if only I had ______, we are saying that whatever we lack is what will make us happy. If only I had a child; if only I had a husband or a different husband; if only I had a good job or a great boss. When we say that kind of thing, it shows that we believe the lie and have bought into the dream that doesn’t make good on its promise because whatever it is will not really make us happy. 

These kinds of dreams are not from God. Dreams that appeal to self or that appeal to our own happiness over God’s plans are deceitful; they suggest that God is not giving us the best in life. The focus of the dream may even involve a true need. Eve needed food, but this was a food that was forbidden. She didn’t need that food to be fulfilled. Sometimes the wrong dreams take a real need that we have and twist it to make it seem like the dream would be good for us; instead the dream deceives us.  

Eve’s dream didn’t deliver what it claimed. She didn’t become like God; instead, it brought heartache & disappointment.
The dud dream deceived her
By bringing disappointment when it didn’t make good on its promises
What else resulted from her falling for the dud? 

It deceived her 
By breaking relationships

It brought broken relationships between the woman and God and between husband and wife. We see that the man and woman hid from God after their sin. They broke the perfect fellowship that they had with God. Then, the man blamed the woman for his sin—breaking their relationship. Every relationship was damaged by believing the dream that was really a dud. It did not deliver its promises but brought pain instead.  

When we fall for a dream that promises perfection in this life, such expectations lead us to disappointment with God and with others involved in our dreams, which then leads to a life of discontent. 

That is what happened to me. My dreams for different kind of husband made me disappointed, discontent, and unhappy. They almost destroyed my marriage by ruining our relationship. 

When we dream of a husband who is super-dad, super-businessman, super-helper at home, super-lover, and super-spiritual, we have set ourselves up for disappointment and discontent. The dream is a dud which doesn’t deliver on its promises. 

When we expect happiness to come with being a CEO or having a house full of perfect children, we are set up for disappointment and discontent. The dream is a dud which doesn’t deliver what it promises. When we expect to live happily ever after, we will become disappointed and discontent. The dream is a dud which doesn’t deliver on its promises. 

But there are dreams that are deals; these are the dreams that come from God. These are the dreams that we should follow, not dreams of a perfect life here or dreams of money, fame, or happiness, but dreams of making a difference in the world, dreams of following God’s best for us, of serving God as we walk with Him, dreams of becoming better women and becoming better families.

The qualities of these dreams are the opposite of the duds: 

God’s dream for you is a deal! 
(it comes from God not a deceiver)

We see this over & over in the Bible, in the stories of Moses, Joshua, David, and Paul, as well as many others. As we study this fall, you’ll see the truths listed here.

God’s dream--
It focuses on God’s glory & His kingdom rather than the kingdom of self. 

It builds my faith and character rather than seeking my “happiness”.

It makes good on its promises—not dreams of perfection.  
It’s God-sized!

We’ll see these truths over and over in Joshua. God’s dreams show God at work. He makes dreams into deals.

Look at Eph. 3:20-21
Now to him who by the power that is working within us is able to do far beyond all that we ask or think, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
When I discarded the dreams that were duds about marriage and began to focus on God’s dream for me to be a supportive and loving wife, God worked to heal my marriage. 

As I thought of our theme of following God’s dream, not a dream of perfection but a dream of serving Him and making a difference in this world, I thought of Rodney and Billie Lara. A few weeks back we recorded their story so that we could share it with you. Listen closely to the dream God gave them—a dream that was a deal, but not an easy dream. 

DVD of the Laras

Following God’s dream involved a hard and long road for Rodney and Billie, but they never wavered from the dream; they preserved even when the dream appeared in doubt. As we get into Joshua, you will see that was true of the dream given Joshua as well. There were times of difficulty and times of doubt, but God was faithful to bring the dream to reality; He proved that the dreams He gives are deals! 

All of us have God-given dreams if we watch and listen, but we must test all of our dreams to see if they are the real deal or duds. Let’s follow our dreams when they are God-given! Let’s look to God and His word so that we begin to see God’s dreams for us and our families and reach out and follow them.  
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