Preface
And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses to faithful people who will be competent to teach others as well.

2 Timothy 2:2 (NET)
Paul’s words to Timothy still apply to us today. The church needs teachers who clearly and fearlessly teach the Word of God. With this in mind, The Bible Teacher’s Guide (BTG) series was created. This series includes both expositional and topical studies, with resources to help teachers lead small groups, pastors prepare sermons, and individuals increase their knowledge of God’s Word.
Anthropology can be used for personal study or as a four to five-session small group curriculum, depending on how the leader divides up the chapters. For small groups, the members will read a chapter (or chapters) and discuss the reflection questions and anything else that stood out in the reading within their gathering. Or, the chapter can be read before the gathering, with the meeting focusing only on discussion.

Introduction
What is anthropology? Anthropology comes from the Greek word anthropos which means man or humanity. Therefore, anthropology is the study of humans. It considers who we are and why we exist. In secular universities, the study is engaged primarily from a man-centered perspective; however, since God created humans and made them in his image, it is impossible to truly study humanity apart from God. It is from God that people derive their significance and purpose. 
Therefore, we must ask, “Why is the study of anthropology important?” It’s important for several reasons:
1. In anthropology, we study ourselves, answering questions like, “Why do I exist? What is my purpose? And what is my future?” Without knowing the purpose of something, it is almost always abused. 

2. In anthropology, we learn more about humanity’s relationship with God. Since God created humanity, he has plans for our interactions with himself, one another, and his creation. Therefore, by studying God and his relationship with humans, we can properly understand ourselves and live out our purpose.
3. In anthropology, we learn about humanity’s dignity. This helps us address issues like abortion, genocide, suicide, euthanasia, racism, classism, and environmentalism. The study of anthropology helps us develop a biblical worldview and, therefore, addresses many critical issues in our world. 

Consequently, the study of anthropology is intensely practical. For us to know who we are and what to do with our lives, we must see ourselves from God’s perspective. 

