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And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses to faithful people who will be competent to teach others as well. 
2 Timothy 2:2 (NET)
Paul’s words to Timothy still apply to us today. The church needs teachers who clearly and fearlessly teach the Word of God. With this in mind, The Bible Teacher’s Guide (BTG) series was created. This series includes both expositional and topical studies, with resources to help teachers lead small groups, pastors prepare sermons, and individuals increase their knowledge of God’s Word.
Eschatology can be used for personal study or as a ten to thirteen-session small group curriculum, depending on how the leader divides up the topics. For small groups, the members will read a chapter (or chapters) within their gathering and discuss the reflection questions and anything else that stood out in the reading. Or, the chapter can be read before the gathering, with the meeting focusing only on discussion.
Introduction
What is eschatology? Eschatology comes from the Greek word eschatos, which means last, end, or final.
 Therefore, eschatology is the study of last things. Everybody has a form of eschatology. For some, eschatology brings despair because everything ends in death—including the individual and the universe. Some have a vague hope of the afterlife. For Christians, they should have a certain hope because God has laid out his plan for the end times in Scripture; God did this to encourage his saints and prepare them for what is ahead. 

There are two types of eschatology. (1) There is personal eschatology, which includes the future of individuals, including death, the intermediate state, the resurrection, judgment, and eternity. It answers the question: what is a person’s individual destiny? (2) The other type of eschatology is cosmic or general eschatology. It describes major events that will affect the entire universe, such as the tribulation period, the second coming of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, the millennium, the final judgment, and the coming eternal kingdom. 
The Importance of Eschatology
Why is it important to study eschatology? It is important for many reasons:
1. Studying eschatology is important because it keeps us from being ignorant about God’s future plan and missing the benefits of that understanding.
Revelation 1:1 says, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must happen very soon. He made it clear by sending his angel to his servant John.” Christ intended for his servants to understand God’s future program. Not only did he reveal much of the end-time events to the apostle John to share with believers, but he also shared much about the end-times while he was on the earth before he died (cf. Matt 24). It was never God’s will for his saints to be uninformed. In 1 Thessalonians 4:18, Paul said this in the context of teaching about the second coming and the rapture of saints: “Therefore encourage one another with these words.” By understanding eschatology, believers can find encouragement.
2. Studying eschatology is important because it provides joy and hope in uncertain times.
Though it may seem like everything in the world is falling apart, we should have hope because we know how things end. For the sake of example, it is like watching a championship game which one’s favorite team is playing in. Watching the game often comes with moments of sheer excitement when one’s team is doing well and moments of terror when the team is losing. However, when watching the game while knowing the outcome, a person typically does not get too high when things are good or too low when things are bad because the person knows the outcome. Though he may not know all the particulars of the game, the fact that he knows how things end protects his emotions. Likewise, studying eschatology does the same for the believer. When the world and other believers are distraught or overly optimistic because of events happening in the world, the believer who has devoted time to studying eschatology is more sober-minded. Consider the following verses. In 2 Corinthians 5:8, Paul said, “Thus we are full of courage and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.” Paul was full of courage when facing the prospect of death because he knew death led to being home in the presence of Christ. Likewise, in 1 Thessalonians 4:13, Paul said, “Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no hope.” In this context, believers were anxious about the futures of deceased believers; however, by understanding the rapture, which will happen at Christ’s coming, they could have hope instead of grief.   
3. Studying eschatology is important to encourage us towards holy living.
In 1 John 3:2-3, John said this about the second coming and the glorification of saints: 
Dear friends, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that whenever it is revealed we will be like him, because we will see him just as he is. And everyone who has this hope focused on him purifies himself, just as Jesus is pure).
Those hoping in Christ’s coming and our subsequent glorification purify themselves from sin. In 2 Peter 3:10-11, Peter said the same thing about Christ’s coming and his renewal of the heavens and the earth by fire. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief; when it comes, the heavens will disappear with a horrific noise, and the celestial bodies will melt away in a blaze, and the earth and every deed done on it will be laid bare. Since all these things are to melt away in this manner, what sort of people must we be, conducting our lives in holiness and godliness,
These eschatological events should lead us to pursue holiness and godliness. Therefore, in contrast, those who are not hoping in Christ’s coming will often lead slothful, compromised lives.
4. Studying eschatology is important as it equips us for every good work, even as studying Scripture in general does.
In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Paul said, “Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the person dedicated to God may be capable and equipped for every good work.”

Eschatology is as inspired as God’s words on creation, salvation, and sanctification. As we study them, God teaches, rebukes, corrects, trains, and equips us for good works. Therefore, when we do not know Scripture, including eschatology, it hinders God’s ability to use us in certain ways. This is important to consider since eschatology is probably the most neglected doctrine in Scripture. 
5. Studying eschatology is important as a proof of the reliability of Scripture.
In the same way that Scripture was accurate concerning prophecies about Christ’s first coming, we can trust the Bible is accurate about the second coming and other end-time events. While these events materialize in front of us, we should gain even more confidence that Scripture is God’s Word and trustworthy in all it says.  
6. Studying eschatology is important for drawing our hearts to worship God who is in control of history.
In Romans 11:33-36, after describing how Christ will return and save the nation of Israel (v. 25-27), Paul breaks out into praise. He says:
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how fathomless his ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has first given to God, that God needs to repay him? For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever! Amen.
Seeing God’s sovereign hand bring about his prophecies throughout history cannot but display God’s glory and therefore increase our worship of our all-knowing and all-powerful Creator. 
Conclusion
In eschatology, God reveals his will for the last days to believers. He reveals these things to teach his saints about his glory and control over history, to encourage them in uncertain times, and to equip them for good works, amongst many other things. For these reasons, let us not neglect eschatology but instead enthusiastically study it together. May God, through the Holy Spirit, reveal his glory, power, and sovereignty to us, so we can have hope and strength in these last days!
Reflection
1. What stood out most in the reading and why?

2. What are some important reasons for studying eschatology?

3. Why is the study of eschatology often neglected?

4. What other questions or applications did you take from the reading?
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