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Jesus Heals The Official’s Son (John 4:43-54)
Main Point: Jesus performed miracles so that people would believe in Him.
Key Verse: Then the father realized what had happened. That was the exact time Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he and all his family became believers. - John 4:53
Materials: Dictionary page featuring the word “miracle”; a few seeds

Personal Connection:

· Ask: Has anyone here ever asked for a miracle? Has anyone here ever experienced a miracle? Leader, feel free to share your own experience.
Hands on Application:

· Say: I hear people using the word “miracle” a lot. I wonder if each time we use it, we are talking about a real miracle. Can someone look up and read the definition of miracle on this dictionary page? (For young kids, leader can read it.)  
· Ask: Who can put that in your own words? (Discuss the term, making sure that it is clear that only God can do a miracle. Agree on a simple definition, such as “a miracle is when God does something that is completely un-natural.”)

Group Discussion:

· Ask: I have some seeds here. What is the natural thing that will happen if I put them in a pot of soil, put it out in the sun, and pour water on them? Is it a miracle that a plant grows bigger when it has lots of sunshine and water? No, that’s the way God designed them, so we expect that. It’s natural. Is it a miracle that fish live in water? No, that’s what we expect. It is natural.

· Ask: If a person is blind, and Jesus touches them and they can see, is that a miracle? Of course! The “natural” thing is for them to stay blind. It is un-natural for a blind person to see.

· Why do you think God does miracles for people?
· Let’s open our Bibles and read Acts 14:3. (NLT: But the apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly about the grace of the Lord. And the Lord proved their message was true by giving them power to do miraculous signs and wonders.)
· Every time a miracle happened in the Bible, God was trying to teach people about Himself.

· Who can tell us what happened to the official in today’s story? What happened when the official realized that Jesus cured his dying son? (John 4:53)

· Most times when a miracle is recorded in the New Testament, we are also told about the many people who put their trust in Jesus (John 2:23; John 7:31; John 11:44-45)

· Jesus performed miracles so that people would believe in Him!
· Do you know anyone who does not yet believe in Jesus? Let’s write down their names and pray for God to show His power and love to them.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Thank God for His ability to do miracles. Thank Him for showing His power so that people will come to know Him. Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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