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Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-42)
Main Point: Jesus came to give new life to ALL people who put their trust in Him.

Key Verse: I am not ashamed of the good news. It is God’s power. And it will save everyone who believes. It is meant first for the Jews. It is meant also for those who are not Jews. - Romans 1:16

Materials:  A dried up sponge and a cup of water

Personal Application:

· Say: Jesus mentioned living water several times in today’s lesson. Tell me some characteristics of water. Possible answers: clean, refreshing, pure, and necessary for life. Let’s continue to think of these characteristics as we discuss this story.
· Say: Today we learned about a Samaritan woman who was offered a life changing experience. This opportunity wasn’t only for her. It’s for us, too!
· Leader, take time to share a verse from the Bible that is special in some way or even changed your life.

Hands on Application:

· Say: The Samaritan woman’s life was very sad. Over the years she had five husbands, and things weren’t going well for her. Her physical self had plenty of water, but her spiritual self was completely dried up and helpless. What does it mean when something is dried up? Allow the group to answer. Show dry sponge. Allow the group to pass the sponge around. This sponge is dried up. What words can we use to describe this sponge? Possible answers: hard, inflexible, useless, and dry.
· Say:  The woman’s spirit must have felt like this as she walked to the well that day. But then Jesus, the Messiah, was waiting with a message that would change her life forever. Show the group the cup of water.  
· Read John 4:10 out loud to the group. Say: Jesus had a gift for her, and the same gift is available to us.  
· Pour the water all over the sponge and allow the sponge to soak it up. Allow the group to pass the sponge around. Say: How would you describe the sponge now?  Possible answers: flexible, usable, and soft.
Group Discussion:

· Ask: What are the differences between the dry sponge and the wet sponge?  Which sponge is ready to be used?  Which one is unable to be used?  Allow the group to discuss this. 
· Say: No matter what our past is like or the mistakes we’ve made, God’s desire is to allow His living water to saturate us through and through. He wants us to have our lives full of Him and his Word - just like this sponge is full of water. God wants us to live up to our full potential in Christ Jesus.
Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Pray that the group will experience God’s living water, and feel how the Word of God can refresh their souls. Pray that those who have been filled with the new life that Jesus offers will splash God’s love out on those around them. Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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