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Dr. Dan R. Crawford
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Office:  Fleming Hall – Room 206
Phone: (817) 923-1921, ext. 6670 - E-Mail: dcrawford@swbts.edu
This is the course description and materials for a class on Prayer, given at Southwestern Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
A biblical study of prayer with practical application to personal spiritual discipline, family worship and congregational ministries of intercession.  Special attention will be given to prayer’s relationship to spiritual awakening, spiritual warfare, church growth and world missions.

TEXTBOOKS:

The Prayer-Shaped Disciple, Dan R. Crawford, Hendrickson Publishers

The Contemporaries Meet the Classics on Prayer, Compiled by Leonard Allen, Howard Publishing Co. 
Prayer Walking, Dan R. Crawford & Calvin Miller, AMG Publishers

One Anothering: Praying Through Challenges Together, Dan R. Crawford & Al Meredith, Covenant Publishing

PARALLEL READING:

Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home, Richard Foster, Harper San Francisco

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Exams: Three exams will be given over class notes; videotapes; outside reading (some posted on Blackboard; some handed out in class) and guest lecturers. These exams are worth one-third of the semester grade each.    

2. Each student will select three types of prayer from Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home and report on them on the form provided as a part of the three exams.  The first prayer will be selected from Chapters 1-7. The second prayer will be selected from Chapters 8-14. The third prayer will be selected from Chapters 15-21.  

3. Each student will read The Contemporaries Meet the Classics on Prayer and report on them on the form provided as a part of the three exams.  

4. Each student will read one book on the Lord’s Prayer from a list that will be provided and will complete the reading review form as a part of the first exam. 
5. Each student will submit a book review and annotated bibliography of one book for the second exam and one book for the third exam.  An approved list of books will be provided.  
6. Each student will be assigned two secret prayer partners for the semester.  Regular communication as well as prayer will be involved.  A report form will be due as a part of the third exam.  

7. Each student will select one Biblical prayer for research.  A form is to be completed and submitted as a part of the second exam.

8. Each student will read Prayer Walking and participate in a prayer-walk.  An evaluation form is to be completed and submitted as a part of the second exam. Also be prepared to answer questions on the second exam.
9. Each student will select one country or people group of the world for prayer research.  A form is to be completed and submitted as a part of the third exam.

10. During the third unit of the course, each student will be expected to spend thirty minutes per day in prayer and record experiences on the form provided as a part of the third exam. One Anothering: Praying Through Challenges Together  will be used as a guideline.

11. The semester grade may be adjusted due to class attendance and/or class attitude.

12. All seminary students are expected to have regular access to a computer and Internet provider.  SWBTS uses Microsoft Office and documents must be submitted to in appropriate formats.

13. .Individuals with documented impairments, who may need special circumstances for exams, class  room participation or assignments should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester in order for special arrangements to be considered.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:  A+=98-100; A=93-97; A-=90-92; B+=88-89; B=83-87; B-=80-82; C+=78-79; C=73-77; C-=70-72; D+-68-69; D=63-67; D-=60-62; F- Below 60.  
Daily Class Schedule — Spring, 2003 - S-120

	JAN
	21
	Assignments/Introduction

	
	23
	With Heavenly Prayer Partners; Selection of Foster’s prayer types

	
	28
	With Heavenly Prayer Partners  

	
	30
	With Earthly Prayer Partners

	FEB
	4
	With Awareness of God’s Responses

	
	6
	With Basic Ingredients - Draw for secret prayer partners/share prayer requests

	
	11
	With Privacy

	
	13
	With The Lord’s Prayer– Videotape: “The Lord’s Prayer”, Ken Hemphill

	
	18
	With the Lord’s Prayer - Video Tape - “Abba Father” - Brennan Manning

	
	20
	Exam One

	
	25
	Communication Exercise; Through The Who Question;Selection of prayer types

	
	27
	Through The What Question

	MAR
	4
	Through The Where Question

	
	6
	Prayer-walking experience

	*****************Spring Break*******************

	
	18
	Through The When Question

	
	20
	Through The Why Question

	
	25
	Through The How Question

	
	27
	Exam Two

	APR
	1
	Beyond Basic Ingredients; Selection of Foster’s Prayer types

	
	3
	Beyond Private to Public Prayer

	
	8
	Beyond For the Church  

	
	10
	Videotape - Billy Kim on prayer and Korean church growth

	
	15
	Beyond For Evangelism

	
	17
	Videotape -  “The Role of Prayer in Spiritual Awakening” -  J. Edwin Orr

	
	22
	Beyond for World Missions

	
	24
	Videotape – “The Harvest”

	
	29
	Beyond  Into Spiritual Warfare

	MAY
	1
	Reveal Secret Prayer Partners

	
	6
	Exam Three

	
	8
	“meaningful instruction”


Practical Application

As this study begins write out your current definition of prayer.  This will be compared to the definition at the conclusion of this study to determine any differences or similarities in the two definitions.

Prayer is: 

My current prayer concerns:

1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________________________

Prayer begins with _________ and continues as we ______________________ with God. It must be a __________________ of the Christian life.

Rationale

	Assumption:
	Many Christians have become so busy with other involvements within the church, parachurch, and outside the church that prayer has ceased to be a practical priority.

	Assumption:
	God desires communication with believers through prayer.  This is especially true of those whom God has called to vocational ministry.

	Assumption:
	Christian growth and ministry will be aided by prayer or hindered by the lack of prayer.

	Assumption:
	Prayer will be best learned through a balance in class of academic teaching and practical application.

	Therefore:
	There is a need within a theological curriculum for a course entitled “Prayer”.


Recent Books on Prayer

Addendum to Bibliography in The Prayer-Shaped Disciple
(Books published or discovered since the publication of The Prayer-Shaped Disciple)

Anderson, Leith.  Praying to the God You Can Trust.   Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1998.

Beasley-Topliffe, Keith.  Surrendering to God: Living the Covenant Prayer.   Brewster, MA: Paraclete Press, 2001.

Bright, Bill.  The Transforming Power of Fasting and Prayer.  Orlando: New Life Publications, 1997.

Cedar, Paul and Charles R. Swindoll, Eds.  A Life of Prayer.  Nashville: Word Books, 1998.

Celebrate Jesus 2000 Prayer Committee.  Praying Your Friends to Christ.  Alpharetta, GA: North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1998.

Chafer, Lewis Sperry.  True Evangelism: Winning Souls Through Prayer.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1993.

Christenson, Evelyn.  Unleashing God’s Power: What God Does When Women Pray.  Nashville: Word Books, 2000.

Cornwall, Judson.  Praying the Scriptures.  Orlando: Creation House. 1998.

Crawford, Dan R. and Calvin Miller.  Prayer Walking: A Journey of Faith.  Chattanooga: AMG Publishers, 2002

Cymbala, Jim.  Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1997.

Dietz, Eddie.  What Does Prayer Enable God to Do?  Cherokee, NC: Mountain Gospel Publishing, 1998.

Dobson, Shirley. Certain Peace in Uncertain Times: Embracing Prayer in an Anxious Age.  Portland: Multnomah Publishers, 2002

Elmore, Tim, John D. Hull, John C. Maxwell. Pivotal Praying:  Connecting With God in Times of Great Need. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2002.

Floyd, Ronnie W.  How to Pray. Nashville: Word Publishing, 1999.

Franklin, John, Compiler.  A House of Prayer.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1999.

Gothard, Bill.  The Power of Crying Out: When Prayer Becomes Mighty.  Portland: Multnomah Publishers, 2002.

Graf, Jonathan. The Power of Personal Prayer.  Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2002.

Helms, Elaine.  If My People … Pray: Steps to Effective Church Prayer Ministry.  Marietta, GA: Church Prayer Ministries, 2000.

Hemphill, Ken.  The Prayer of Jesus.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2001.

Howard, Evan B. Praying the Scriptures.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999.

Hunt, T.W. and Claude V. King.  In God’s Presence.  Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1994.

Jennings, Ben.  The Arena of Prayer. Orlando: New Life Publications, 1999.

Johnstone, Patrick.  Operation World: 21st Century Edition.  Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2001.

Kamstra, Douglas A. The Praying Church Idea Book. Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2001.

Lucado, Max, Ed.  A Thirst for God: Studies on the Lord’s Prayer. Nashville: Word Publishing.  1999.

Lucas, Daryl J., Ed. 107 Questions Children Ask about Prayer. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1998.

McHenry, Janet Holm.  Prayerwalk: Becoming a Woman of Prayer, Strength and Discipline.  Colorado Springs: Waterbrook Press, 2001.

McIntosh, Doug.  God Up Close: How to Meditate on God’s Word.  Chicago:  Moody Press, 1998.

Mehl, Ron.  A Prayer That Moves Heaven.  Portland: Multnomah Press, 2002

Moore, Beth.  Praying God’s Word.  Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000.

Murphey, Cecil.  Invading the Privacy of God.  Ann Arbor: Servant Publications, 1997.

Omartian, Stormie.  The Power of a Praying Wife.  Eugene, OR: Harvest Publications, Inc., 1997.

Otis, George, Jr. Informed Intercession.  Ventura: Renew Books, 1999.

Parkhurst, Louis Gifford, Jr., Ed.  Principles of Prayer.  Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2001.

Peterson, Ben.  Deepening Your Conversation With God.  Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1999.

Pier, Mac and Katie Sweeting.  The Power of a City at Prayer: What Happens When Churches Unite for Renewal.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002.

Ramon, Brother.  The Prayer Mountain.  Norwich: Cantebury Press, 1998.

Richards, Larry.  Every Prayer and Petition in the Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998.

Sheets, Dutch.  Watchman Prayer.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2000.

Sherrer, Quin and Ruthanne Garlock.  How to Pray for Your Children.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1998.

Sherrer, Quin.  Praying Prodigals Home.  Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2000.

Spear, Wayne R. Talking to God. Pittsburg: Crown & Covenant Publications, 2002.

Spurgeon, Charles H. Twelve Sermons on Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1996.

Teykl, Terry. How to Pray After You’ve Kicked the Dog.  Muncie, IN: Prayer Point Press, 1999. 

Vander Griend, Alvin J.  Developing a Prayer-Care-Share Lifestyle.  Grand Rapids: Hope Ministries, 1999.

Washington, James Mealvi, Ed. Conversations with God: Two Centuries of Prayers by African Americans.  New York: Harper Collins Books, 1994.

Wilkinson, Bruce.  The Prayer of Jabez.  Portland: Multnomah Publishers, 2000.

Wright, C. Thomas. Pray Timer: Real Time for Real Prayer.  Alpharetta, GA: North American Mission Board, 2001
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