Women of Impact
Our spring study is subtitled, Women of the Bible who Made an Impact. What does it mean to make an impact? The dictionary gives these synonyms for impact: influence, effect, forceful contact. 

I thought about the picture that the word “impact” paints. So I asked several people what they thought of when they heard the word “impact.” The most common was a hammer driving a nail. A hammer impacts the nail and sends it into position to be used as its creator intended. That is the kind of impact that we want to have on others. That is the kind of impact we will see this spring in the lives of these women of the Bible.
Turn to 1 Thessalonians.
In this letter Paul is writing to the Thessalonian Christians to encourage and challenge them. Because of Paul’s previous witness, they had become believers. This is his follow-up letter to them. 

Read 1 Thess. 1:2-10.

Although they were new believers, they had a great impact on the entire region. They were busy working in the faith, as v. 2 tells us. Look at v. 6-7. The Thessalonians began to imitate Paul and his fellow workers to the extent that they became examples to others. The word in the NIV is “model.”
It is this word “example” or “model” that I wanted to share with you. It literally means “the impression made by striking, a trace, or print.” It comes from the verb “to strike.” In other words, an impact that left an impression or a mark. That’s what these people were to those around them. Others could see the mark left and learn what being a Christian was all about. 

As we study women of impact in the Bible, I want to begin by saying that you also can be a woman of impact. You can leave a mark for others to follow. You can impress them by your words and your deeds. You don’t have to be a full-time minister or a missionary. God uses ordinary women to impact the lives of others so that their Creator can use them as He designed. 
To encourage you to become such a woman, today we will look at some present women of impact. These are not the women in the news or women celebrities. These are ordinary Christian women making an impact.

The first group I want to tell you about is our Kazakhstan mission team. Here is a picture of the 12 of us outside of the Russian church, Rodnick. What a great group this was! Six of them used their vacation time from work to go and minister to the women there. All gave of their energy and took time from families and personal activities to prioritize this mission. 
The next slide is a picture of the group that attended Mary O’Dwyer’s seminar on marriage. I wanted you to see them with the bags that you contributed to and bought for them. They don’t get nice shopping bags when they shop and can use these to go to the market and carry their purchases. These are really nice bags of heavy canvas with zippers at the top. The women really loved them! I asked how many to bring, how many women they expected to come to the three days of seminars that we had. They told me maybe 120-130. We took 200 to be safe and gave out 193 bags. That is how many women came to at least one of our seminars. I don’t know if the bags were the drawing card, but--great, if they were. We were thrilled with the potential impact on so many women.

The seminar topics taught on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday were those requested by the women there to deal with practical Christianity. Patty Wolfe encouraged the women to serve God during their retirement years. Kim Park talked about being a woman of God in the workplace. Mary O’Dwyer spoke on marriage and Vela Tomba on parenting. Deborah Herring’s topic was singleness; Nancy Simonds and Evelyn Babcock’s dealt with grief; Amy Creech and Kay Spinelli’s discussed mentoring. Ann Day Ellis talked about dealing with difficult people, and Laurie Ledbetter shared about growing in faith in hard times. 

Our team not only shared scriptural principles but they also shared from their lives. The church there is only 10 years old. They have no one who has walked with God for the number of years that the women on our team have. Although they certainly know their Bibles and serve God faithfully and well, in fact with far more commitment than I find here, they needed to hear from women who have walked that walk for many years. How do the biblical principles work out in real life?

After the seminars, the women opened up with the individual members of our team, making appointments to talk over specific problems that they were encountering in those areas. 
Our team made an impact on the women there. Their life examples were marks for them to imitate and follow. Their stories of trust in God through hardships and trials left lasting impressions on these women. For at least 12 hours a day, our NBC team served and loved on the women of Kazakhstan, whose lives are very difficult with low pay, alcoholic husbands and sons, and few material goods.
I wanted to share with you not only how our team made an impact, but also some stories of women in Kazakhstan who are making an impact. I have asked Ann Day Ellis to share about a young woman in the Rodnick Church who is leaving a mark for God. Ann Day and her husband Tom are leaders in our Celebrate Recovery ministry here on Thursday nights. 

After Ann Day finishes, Vela Tomba will come and share from our trip as well. If you don’t know Vela or are not part of Northwest, she is our pastor’s wife. She was great to have on the trip because she is a comedienne at heart. 
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As I thought about the verses in 1 Thessalonians and how such young believers made an impact on those around them, I thought of Anya, the daughter of the pastor of the Rodnick Church. Here is a picture of her and her father Vladimir. 

Anya is 27 years old. When she began going to the university there in Ust-Kamenogorsk, she heard the gospel through Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, a college ministry. She became a believer at 18 and began to attend the Rodnick Church. She invited her sister Julia, who was 14, to join her, and her witness brought Julia to faith also. At that point her parents, Vladimir and  Natasha, who were not atheists but who were totally unchurched and unaware of the gospel, began to worry about what their daughters were doing at this church. Was it a cult? So they went to check it out. Their concerns vanished although they didn’t think that faith was for them, only for young people. But in time God worked. Not only did they both come to faith because of the impact of their daughters’ lives, but Vladimir became the second pastor of the church and Natasha impacts the women by leading them as well as serving in many other ways. 

The impact of one life affected not only an entire family but also an entire church. Under Vladimir’s leadership the church has grown to more than 500 and is building a large worship center that they may reach more people for Christ. 

Our last picture is of the women who went to the mountains with us for a 48-hour leadership retreat. We gave them bandanas after singing Deep in the Heart of Texas for them. Over forty women who are in some sort of leadership in both churches came to this retreat. We were able to enjoy some personal and fun times with them. Our team once again ministered despite weariness and even some illness. This retreat, as well as the seminars in the church, were all organized by Anya and her mother. Only God knows the impact that their efforts and the ministry of our women had during these days.
Ladies, your life can be just as influential as Anya’s or as Natalie’s or as our team of women. You do not have to go to the other side of the world to make an impact. As we study the women of the Bible, you will see that they made their marks right where they were. 

I want to encourage you to make a real commitment to go through this study with us. God uses His word and the imprint of other women to grow us and to help us become women who leave a mark on others. Join me in asking God to make us all into women of impact. Pray that when your life is over, God will commend you for your faithfulness in leaving a mark for others to follow. 
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