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purpose of the leader helps
Each lesson of blue jean faith is designed with a particular goal in mind; thus, this leaders’ helps will enable you to understand the goal and achieve it week by week. Your group time has a purpose and you need to target that purpose for your discussion. You are free to adapt the goal to your particular group’s needs and situations. I have given you a general goal, but your group may need to focus somewhere else. This guide is not intended to be a law, but it is merely to help those who lead discussions in the study. In order to achieve the goal, you will have to skip some of the questions because they do not relate as well to the goal as others, and you do not have time to discuss every question.

how to use the leader helps

Each week you need to follow this order in your preparation for leading the discussion:

1. Complete your personal homework in your own workbook. You will need to be very thorough because your group may make comments and ask questions that deal with all aspects of the lesson. You cannot be all knowing but should be prepared. Besides, God has to work in you first before you are ready to discuss it with others. This guide is not intended to give you answers to the questions unless it is a difficult topic.

2. Then, read back through the lesson, considering how it all fits together. What is the main focus of that lesson? You might list it day by day since each day may cover a different topic. 

3. What is the goal of your discussion? I will give you goals for each lesson, but you need to revise it in light of the particular women in your small group. Use what you determined as the focus of each day. Which of the five topics is most needed by your group?

4. Read through the suggested lesson guide. 

5. Think through which questions are most important to cover for your specific women and in light of the goal that you have for your group. Somehow mark the ones that are essential to discuss so that if you begin to run out of time, you can skip to them. We have marked the ones you must cover with a *. You never need to cover all the questions and really don’t have the time anyway. It is better to cover at least one question from each day than to cover every question from the first couple of days. By getting to day five you are encouraging the women to complete the whole lesson.

6. Think about the amount of time you have in your group. You may want to mark a halfway and then two quarter points in the discussion. You might want to count the number of questions that you have marked as important and divide them into quarters. Be aware, though, that some will take more time than others. Sharing questions take more time than observation questions.

7. As you plan, be sure that your group reads some of the verses and the passages. Remember that there will always be someone who comes unprepared and has not read those verses. Also, this teaches women that God has answers. We want to emphasize what He has to say, not just our own experiences. Try to balance sharing questions with those that cover observation of the text, which are easy to answer. Only cover the responding to God questions if someone brings them up.

8.  Do not even mention the stronger jeans questions. Don’t read them or refer to them. If someone wants to discuss one of them, do so after class.

9. Do not read to the group any question that you want to skip. Just go on to the one you want to cover. This gives you more time on the questions that you need to discuss.
introductory week

This will be your week to hand out the homework and to meet your women. Take this opportunity to have each woman share something that will help the group get to know one another. Have an ice-breaker question planned in advance. If your entire group is returning from a previous study, plan a deeper time of sharing or just catching up.

For this particular study, you may want to turn to the intro of week one lesson (p. 6) and talk about the meaning of blue jean faith.  

Go through the instructions for using the study entitled how to use this study guide. Read through it yourself before you cover it with your group. Highlight the things that you want to mention. Please do not just read the page to your group. They may never return, thinking that you will be reading to them each week( You may have them turn to the first lesson as you discuss the various types of questions. That way as you talk about them, you can show them examples. 

Encourage; encourage; encourage. Tell them to come even if they have a bad week and haven’t done any of the lesson. They can learn from the discussion and the lecture. You are a support for one another and no one will be judgmental about those who cannot complete the lesson, but do encourage them to complete it. Point out that it will be easier to finish if they do it day by day rather than try to sit down and do it the night before the group meets. Each day has 4-7 questions. Ask them to realize that 4-7 questions doesn’t seem overwhelming at all, but if they try to do 20-30 questions in one day, they may drop out because it is too much. The design of the course, with 5 days work, is planned to help them get in the habit of reading God’s Word each day and letting Him speak to them. Encourage them to use this as a part of their quiet times. Be sure and explain the optional questions for those who want to dig in more—stronger jeans.
Remember that your primary responsibility is to love rather than knowledge. “If I have the gift of prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:1).
weekly lessons

week one lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: God’s perspective of trials means that they have purpose, to grow you to maturity and teach you endurance.
feel: Grateful for God’s wisdom and His promise and willingness to share it with you.  
apply: That the women determine to face a current trial with endurance and joy; that they consider how they can grow through it rather than run from it.   
Get the group in the habit of going over the memory verse together as you begin your lesson each week.
You can talk about the meaning of blue jean faith if you didn’t in your intro. If you did, think about a way to introduce the lesson or simply review it. 

day one

1. *Allow several volunteers to share their initial thoughts and feelings.

2. Skip, as you will always do with these kinds of questions.

day two

No one needs to read the verse.
3. Just one volunteer can answer this. This is an easy question for someone who is shy. 

Ask for a volunteer to read the information about “servant” or “bondservant’ below #3. 

4. *Allow more than one woman to share her answer here. This may be a place that you need to share the second answer with the women yourself. As you are transparent, they will more willingly share their struggles as well. Do not forget that you are NOT to share on every question. Choose carefully, though, at least one sharing question to answer so that you set the tone for them to share as well. You are the encourager for them to share, not the person with all the answers or who talks on every question! 

Get a volunteer to read the verses as a review for the women.
Read Moo’s comments and talk about it. It is very important that the group realizes that joy doesn’t mean that there isn’t sorrow, grief, heartache. This is not saying that we don’t suffer in the trials. This is not a “happy Christian” all the time kind of thing. Be sure they grasp that. We are joyful that God will use the trials but we may struggle in the midst of the trials; that is okay. 

5. * Get at least one response on this question.

6. Allow one woman to answer if she covers the answer well.

7. Skip

day three

No need to read the passage since you have already done so.

8. * Get one volunteer for each of these passages. Ask the volunteer to read the verses and then her answer.  If someone else wants to add, encourage that. 
9. Allow more than one to respond, if time permits. 

You have a long section of information here. Highlight the parts that you want to read rather than have someone else read the whole thing. You may want to read the first 2 paragraphs only. 

10. *Let at least one person answer. Hopefully, you will have time for more. 

11. Skip

day four

No need to reread the verses.

12. *An observation question. Get one woman to share this. 

Read the sentence from Hiebert below the question. 

13.  This was harder to do, but hopefully someone did it. If not, hopefully you did and can share. 

14.  Be sure and cover this one with one woman’s answer. 

15. Open it up for anyone to share any of these stories. You may not have time for all three. Get to one and then check your time. The next question is more important so if you are short on time, skip straight to it because it will refer back to this question.

16.  *Be sure a couple of women share on this. 

17. Skip

day five

Have someone read the verses that you haven’t already read, James 1:5-8. 
18. An observation question. Skip if you are out of time. 

19. Get at least one women to share her thoughts on this, if you have time.

20. *Cover this. If you have time, have the volunteer for each verse read it and then share. If you are close on time, just ask for their insights and to open the Bible to the verses, since they are all in the same book.

21.  Ask for at least one volunteer to share her answer.

22.  Skip

Don’t mention the week’s story, as usual. 
End with a review of the points that you wanted them to grasp, your goals. Mention that God will use trials, which we will all face as humans, to teach us endurance and to mature us; as a result, we can face them with joy, even though we may have sorrow and difficulties at the same time. This is not a promise that trials will be easy in any way. Talk about how grateful you are for the promise of wisdom and how you depend upon that when you face uncertainty.  

week two lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That life is fleeting and our relationship with God is what will last. He is the source of the good gifts we enjoy and can be trusted to give us what is best. 
feel: Love and gratefulness toward God, who has given us the good gifts that we enjoy and has given us birth as His children through His word.  
apply: That the women will trust in God’s character (as good, unchanging, and not tempting us) in their current trials rather than fall for the temptation to worry, panic, or believe that God is out to get them.   
Go over the memory verse. 
If you have a similar story to that in the introduction about someone mistaking a person for someone else, you may want to tell that to begin. If not, you may want to read the last paragraph of the introduction.

day one

Ask for a volunteer to read the entire passage of James 1:1-12 to be sure they are back in the context of this passage.

1. *Hopefully you will get an answer from one person.

2. You may need to skip this if you have women who talk a lot. 

Have someone read this explanation of pride so that they grasp the next question. 

3. *Cover this question with at least one woman’s answer. 

4. *Just get volunteers to tell you which of the truths in these verses was most meaningful to them. After a couple of women answer, see if anyone wants to share on the others. 

5. See if anyone in your group has ever been in need like this and wants to share it. Skip otherwise. 
6. Skip

day two

No need to reread the passage. Just mention that now you will consider the message to the rich person. Read the paragraph. 

7. Skip

8. *Have 3 volunteers first read their passage and then share how it relates.

9. Skip because the next question will probably cover their answers.

10.  *Let at least 2 women share on this question.

11.  Skip

day three

Again, you have already read the verses.

12.  Get a couple of answer if you have time.

13.  *Get at least one answer on this one. 

Read Moo’s comments about blessed. Be sure they grasp this idea also. 
14.  Hopefully, someone will volunteer to answer. 
15.  *Be sure and get a couple of answers on this question.

16.  Skip. You will cover some of this in the next question.

17.  * See if anyone will show her picture. Ask what reward they thought they may be able to get. 

day four

Now, you need a volunteer to read vv. 13-16 only.
18.  Get one woman to answer this observation question.
19.  *Be sure and cover this because it is part of our goal. 

You may not need to actually read the paragraph. Be sure they understand that God tests us in the sense that He sends trials; however, His purpose is not to lead us into sin but to mold us into His image. In the very same situation, they may be tempted to sin, but that is not God’s doing or His desire. 

20.  Allow several women to answer if you have time. 

21.  Skip because the next question will cover this answer also.  

22.  *Cover this one with a couple of answers.

23.  Skip

day five

Get your volunteer to read vv. 17-18 now. 

24.  This should come out in the answer to the next question. If they don’t seem to refer back, come back to this one.  

25.  *A very important question. Be sure you get several to answer. 

26.  Skip

27.  Allow more than one to answer if you have time. 

28.  Skip
Refer back to what you have learned today—a summary. Mention that you have seen some of the characteristics of the true God. He is good and gives good gifts. He is always the same, which means that He can be trusted to always be good, etc. Because life is fleeting, we need to realize that our relationship with Him is what matters in life. Thus, when faced with temptation to sin and not trust God, we need to overcome the temptation out of our grateful hearts for God’s goodness and love toward us. Encourage them to trust God in whatever difficult situation they find themselves. Encourage them to feel God’s love and His care for them rather than fall for the lie that God is absent and doesn’t care for them. 
week three lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: In response to God’s great love toward us in giving us birth through the gospel message, we are to live it out in word and deed. 
feel: How we hurt God when we refuse to listen to Him.   
apply: That the women will pay close attention to what God shows them and put it into action in their lives, especially in their words and reactions.
Go over the memory verse. 

You can read some small part of the intro or think of something else to share about jeans.
day one

Skip the paragraph. 
Ask for a volunteer to read James 1:17-20. 

1. *Cover this to show them that obedience and life-change is a response to God’s love and His giving us birth. 

2. *Just ask someone to read what she wrote down, the verse itself. 

3. Skip

4. Skip because you will cover this in the next question.
5. *Cover this one. Allow several women to share their answers.
6. Get at least one story here if anyone volunteers. You may want to be ready in case no one does. 

7. Skip

day two

You already read the verses; go straight to question 8.

8. You have already covered this so skip it.

9. *Get at least one woman to share her answer. 

Get a volunteer to read the paragraph explaining righteousness in this context.

10.  *You may want to get a volunteer to read one verse and share her insights and then another for the second, etc. 

11.  *Read the verses if you have time but cover the answer for sure.

12.  *See if at least one woman will share her story.

13.  Skip

day three

You have not read 1:21 but you may want to go ahead and read all of vv. 21-25 at this point.
14.  *Be sure and cover this since it is a condition for us to be able to really let God’s word impact our lives. 

15.  Skip

16.  *Just one woman can answer this observation question.

Be sure they understand this paragraph. You may want to read the entire thing and just ask if they grasp what the word salvation means here. 

17.  *Allow several women to share, depending on your time.

18.  Skip

day four

If you already had someone read through v. 25, you don’t need to reread it. If not, have someone read what you haven’t already read.
19.  Skip

20.  *This will cover the previous question. Let one women answer. That should cover it. 

21.  If you have time, cover this question. Just ask for their insights rather than read the passages.

22.  *This question is important in meeting your feelings goal so be sure and cover it. 

23.  If you have time, see if anyone wants to share on this one. 

24.  Skip

day five

Read vv. 26-27. 

25.  *One woman should be able to cover the answer here.

26.  If you have time, let more than one woman answer. 

27.  Don’t go back and read the passage, but get someone to give her input.

28. *If you have someone in these categories, give them time to share. You may want to read Ps. 68:5. See if at least one woman will share how to fulfill this command. 

29. Skip

Go back over your goals, not reading them, but sharing the main points that you saw in this lesson. Emphasize the fact that we do what we see in God’s word as a response to His work in our lives. He gives us birth; He gives us good gifts; He cares for the helpless. He blesses those who obey. 

week four lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: As those who are called to love one another and our neighbors as ourselves, we must not be prejudice for or against anyone. Also, that the women will recognize that Jesus is God Himself. 
feel: The fear of the Lord, not being scared of God, but knowing that He is glorious and has the power to deal with our sins and to judge us. We should have a certain fear of Him as the sovereign. Proverbs tells us that the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. Help them be fearful. 
apply: That the women will recognize any prejudices that they have and repent of them. 
Go over the memory verse. 

You may want to read the second paragraph of the introduction or write your own.

day one

Get a volunteer to read from James 1:27-2:13. Let the women follow in their bibles. Since this is a long passage, you may be tempted to have them read around the circle, or even for more than one to read parts. There are women uncomfortable with reading so don’t ever go around the circle. The other takes away from the continuity of the passage. We listen better when the same person reads without a break unless it quotes people talking. 
1. Skip

You will need to go over the ideas in the paragraph between questions 1 & 2. You can read it or talk about it. Also, read the sentence regarding James 2:1 (just before #2).

2. *Get different volunteers to read each verse and share her insights on it.

You will need to read at least the last sentence in this paragraph, that begins “Describing Jesus . . . “

3. *Don’t read the passages but get someone to comment on each one.

4. Skip but you may want to comment about faith being a journey. But it begins with understanding that Jesus is God Himself come to earth to die for our sins. We will have another lesson on this, but this is the point at which you begin to introduce the gospel. 

5.  *Let at least one women share. 

day two

No need to reread this. 

6. *Get at least one response. 

You can skip Hiebert’s comments. 

7. Skip

8. *See if anyone will be honest on this one. I think we all have them if we are honest. This may be where you step in and speak up first.

9. *Get one women to comment on each without reading the verses. 

10.  Skip

11.  Cover if you are good on time. 

12.  Skip

day three

Don’t reread the passage. 
13.  Get a volunteer to read one and give her comments, and then another volunteer to do the second one.
Get someone to read the paragraph. Be ready to add to the explanation if anyone is confused.

14.  Skip but your group may ask about the second part of this one. As explained by Moo, it may be both. As Jesus said, it is difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom because their riches keep their hearts proud and they are therefore often not poor in spirit to come to God humbly. 
15.  skip

16.  Cover if you have time

17.  See if at least one woman has been treated prejudicially. Ask her to share. 

18.  skip

day four

Again, you have already read it. 

19.  *One woman can answer this observation question. If you are short on time, just give the answer and move on to read the paragraph. It won’t make sense unless you mention the verse first.

Read this to explain the royal law. 

20.  *If you have time, get your volunteers to read the passages and give their answers. If you are short on time, you may just get their answers. 

21.  *Don’t read the verses but get one woman to answer. 

22.  Let several answer if you have time. 

23.  Skip

24.  Skip

day five

No need to read it. 

25.  A quick observation question.

26.  *Cover this. If you have time, have someone read and answer each one. If not, don’t read but get their answers.

Read the paragraph to help them with the concept of judgment. 

27.  *Get more than one to answer.

28.  Skip

Summarize your goals to tie it all together. Be sure and talk about the reasons that we must treat all people in love—because God loves us and Jesus died for each one. As God, He expects us to love as He loves. God expects us to fear Him, not the shaking in our boots kind of fear, but the deep honor and respect that we give those who are in power over us and hold our lives in their hands. 
week five lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That works are the fruit and evidence of true faith, not necessary additions to faith. They flow out of the work of the Spirit.  

feel: That the women would feel more love for God because of His great love for them that will never let them go.
apply: That every women would have true faith by trusting in Jesus, as the one who died for her; that she would know that she has that faith by recognizing that God is at work to change her.  
Go over the memory verse. 

You may want to read the second paragraph of the introduction.

day one

Get a volunteer to read from James 2:14-26, and have the others follow silently. This covers the entire section in James for the week so you won’t need to reread James each day.
1. *Get one or two responses. 
I hate for you to read both paragraphs. Summarize what is said here in your own words or ask for a volunteer to explain them. 

The next two questions are important to cover. I would have them all turn to all three passages and read and discuss each one. As the leader, emphasize the truths that they teach as you go through them. You must be sure the women understand that salvation is a gift; works cannot save us.

2. *Cover each one.

3. *Cover each one.

4. *Don’t cover each one but ask, “What did you learn about God’s love and how does it make you feel?”

5.  Skip

6. Skip

day two

7. *Cover quickly.

8. *Get one or two to answer. 

Just read the last sentence. 
9. If you have time, simply ask, “What was the point of these verses? How did they relate to James’ point about faith?”

10.  Skip

11.  Skip

day three

12.  Cover with one answer.

13.  Skip

You may want to cover this, depending on your group. By now, you should know them well enough to decide how much you need to emphasize these points.
14.  One woman should be able to answer. 

15.  *Get more than one to respond. 

16.  If someone answered this, see if she will share her answer. 

17.  skip

day four 

18.  If you have time, this question will only take a couple of seconds to answer and it sets the stage for the next question.

19.  Allow 2-3 to answer, if you have time.

20.  *Cover this one, allowing good conversation about it. Don’t worry if they are confused somewhat about how Paul and James fit together. People work through these things at different rates. Hopefully, some of those in your group will be a help to others as they process this. Don’t try to make them think the way that you do. Let them study and think about it.

21.  *Cover each verse. 

22.  Skip

23.  Skip

day five

24.  Cover only if you have lots of time.

25.  *This is an important passage so cover it. 

26.  *Important to cover. If you don’t have much time, just cover them together by asking, “How did these verses help you understand how faith and works relate?”

Don’t read these unless you think there is confusion and you have time. 

27.  Cover only if you have time.

28.  Cover only if you have time. It would be great to have a couple of women share their stories, but it may not be possible. If you have only a minute or two, you may want to share your story quickly. Be prepared to do so with a very short summary.

29.  Skip

At the end of your discussion, emphasize the truth that true faith always produces some fruit because it is a work of God. Tell them that if they have never trusted in Jesus’ work on their behalf, suggest that they do so today. Outward works are not enough. There must be faith in the heart. Mention how precious you feel because God loved you so much that He reached out to you in Jesus to make you His very own for eternity. 

week six lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That the power of the tongue is great and should be under the control of the Holy Spirit.

feel: That the women feel how hurtful it is when someone hurts with the tongue. 
apply: That the women would think before speaking and responding.   
Go over the memory verse. 

Think of your own introduction. 
day one

Get a volunteer to read the entire passage, which covers our passage for the week. 

1. *See if one or two will try to summarize that main point.
2. *Just ask what the warning is. One woman can answer this. 

3. Don’t go through these passages but ask what they learned about teaching from them.

4. *Ask generally, “What is the message?” We want to be sure they don’t think that the warning in Jam. 3:1 means that no one should teach.

5. Skip

6. See if someone would like to share her answer. 

7. Skip

day two

8. Skip because you will talk about the illustrations in the next question.

9. *See if one or two will share their answers.

10.  Cover

11.  Skip

12.  See if anyone will share a story here.

13. Skip

day three

14.  Get one woman to answer this observation question. 

15.  Skip

16.  *Cover this. Get a volunteer to read the passage in Matthew.

17.  *Again, read Jesus’ words. You may not need anyone to comment afterwards.

18.  *Get one or two to share. You may need to go first!

19.  Skip

day four

20.  Cover quickly.

21.  You probably do not have time to read all of these. Rather than doing that, skip and go to the next question.

22.  *Allow several women to answer.

23.  Skip

day five

24.  Go on to the next question, which will cover this. 

25.  *Allow at least one to respond.

26.  Allow several women to answer, if time permits.

27. Skip
You may want to mention the Peacemakers organization and their helpful information. It is in the footnote.

As usual, you want to summarize your main goals at the end of the lesson. Talk about the difficulty of allowing the Spirit to control the tongue and the harm that it does otherwise. Talk about putting into action that one thing that they intend to change in their words, with God’s help.
week seven lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: How superior God’s wisdom is.  
feel: The hurt that conflict causes.  
apply: That the women will incorporate one way to bring peace in a present situation. 
Go over the memory verse. 

You may want to read the final paragraph of the introduction. 
day one

Get a volunteer to read the entire passage, which covers our passage for days 1-4 only.  

1. Get one woman to answer this observation question.
2. *Rather than reading all the verses, just ask what they learned generally.

You may want someone to read the definitions of wisdom. You may want to ask the group if anyone has ever known someone who had intelligence without wisdom. Or perhaps you want to describe that person that you know.
3. *Get one response on this question.

4. *Have everyone open to 1 Peter, and ask what the verses say about the importance of living out wisdom. 

5. *See if several women will answer. You may need to answer on this one, also. 

6. Skip

day two

7. *Get one woman to answer this. It should be an easy question.

8. *Without turning to the verse, ask for one volunteer to share the answer.

9. *See if 1-2 women will share their answers. 

10.  Skip

You probably don’t need to read the paragraph. If you cover #11, just mention what it says. 

11.  If you have time, discuss this one. 

12. Skip

days three & four
13.  *Cover with one answer.
14.  Get at least one response on this one. 

15.  *Have them turn to the Mt. passage while you get several to answer. 

16.  Get more than one woman to answer, if you are good on time.

17.  *Get a volunteer to read one passage and share her insights. 

18.  Cover if you have time.

19.  Again, if you have time, ask the question without reading the verses.

20.  Cover if you have time.

21.  *See if anyone will share what she saw as she did this. 

22.  Skip

You may want to mention the note on p. 81 after Mary’s story. Someone in your group may need more help. Encourage them to do so. 

day five

You will need to have a volunteer read the passage.

23.  If you have time, get at least one answer on this.

24.  A quick observation answer.

25.  *Be sure and cover this one. 

26.  *Allow more than one woman to share her answer, but be careful of their giving too much information. 

27.  See if you can get several to respond here, if you still have time. 

28.  Skip

Summarize the goals. Talk about how God’s wisdom is so superior to that of the world around us. We should compare our thinking with that wisdom. God’s wisdom will lead to peace, in both the church and in personal situations. Encourage them to think through how they can incorporate God’s wisdom into a situation and bring peace. That may mean giving up selfish desires. 
week eight lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That God is jealous in that He deserves and expects our loyalty, considering disloyalty similar to adultery.
feel: The hurt that God has when we replace loyalty to Him with other things.  
apply: That the women repent of anything in these verses that convicts them—of disloyalty to God, of speaking against one another, of being proud rather than humble, or of planning with no thought to what God desires.
Go over the memory verse. 

This may be a good week to write your own introduction about loyalty. 
day one

Get a volunteer to read the entire passage, James 4:1-10, which covers the first three days’ verses.

1. *See if anyone has a thought about this. 
Instead of reading the paragraph, you may just want to say that you hope they could see that it was a spiritual sense of adultery and go straight into the next question. 

2. *Rather than reading all of these verses, just ask a general question about what they learned from the verses. Allow more than one to answer or just talk about the parallels to physical adultery.
Don’t read the paragraph but go to the next question. 

3. *Let 2-3 women share their answers. 
4. Cover this one also. This day’s work is very important in reaching your goals so you may spend extra time on this first day. Plan on that happening but you do want to ask something from each day. 

Don’t read all the explanation. Hopefully, everyone who did the lesson got it and the rest can go back and read this later.

5. Skip

6. Ask for women to share on this. Let as many as will share. 

day two

7. Skip
8. Cover with at least one answer.

9. You may want to just ask a general question again rather than go through all the verses. Ask how what they read in these verses relates to the verses in James.

10.  If your time seems okay, get a couple of answers on this.

11.  Skip

day three

You may want to read the sentence just prior to #12.

12.  Skip

You probably do not need to read the sentence after #12.

13.  *Cover this question and read the verse beforehand. 

14. Skip
15.  If you have time, get several women to give their input. 

16. Skip

day four

You will need to read these verses since you have not already done so.

17.  Cover if you have time.

18.  Skip

19.  *Read the verses in Matthew and get some answers on this one.

20.  *See if at least one woman has something to share on this one. 

21. Skip

day five

Again, you will need someone to read these verses. 

22.  Without rereading the verses, if you have time go over this question.

23.  Skip

24.  *Without going through each verse, unless you have lots of time, ask what they saw that relates to James if you have time.
25.  Skip

Don’t read this paragraph. 

26.  *Spend some time on this question. Read the passage if time allows.

27.  Skip

28.  Skip

At the end of your time, just summarize the messages that you wanted them to get this week. Go back through the goals and emphasize those things. Talk about God’s jealousy and how we hurt Him when He is not our primary loyalty. Talk about repenting over our sins and emphasize the things that James called these people to repent of—disloyalty to God, speaking against one another, being proud rather than humble, or planning with no thought to what God desires.
week nine lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That Jesus is coming again someday. 

feel: How exciting it will be when that day comes if we are ready to see Him.
apply: That the women would anticipate Jesus’ return and prepare by living their lives in light of that truth—not hoarding material possessions that someone else needs, being long-tempered with others, living patiently expecting Him to bring His reward with Him, and living by their words.
Go over the memory verse. 
You may want to read the last paragraph of the introduction. 
day one

At this point read only James 5:1-6 and mention that it is dealing with the group that ignores the coming of the Lord. You may want to read the paragraph that begins, “in chapter 4”. 

1. *Get a couple of women to answer. 

2. *Without reading the verses, just ask them what they found out as they read these verses about the reason for their weeping. Mention that all the verses indicate that these are unbelievers who weep over the judgment that they fall under because of their unbelief and failure to follow God.
3. Allow one woman to give her answer. 

4. Skip

You may want to read the paragraph so that the next question makes more sense.

5. Let a couple of women comment here. 

6. Skip

day two

You don’t need to read the verses or the paragraph.

7. *Cover this observation question. Probably one woman will be able to cover it all.

8. Again, just ask them to generally tell you what they wrote down. 

Highlight a few things from this paragraph that you want to mention. Perhaps not reading it but commenting on it. 

9. *Ask a volunteer to read the verses and several women to comment.

10.  *You may just ask if anyone was convicted by God to do anything about this. Be ready to share something He showed you. 

11.  Skip because it doesn’t relate directly to your goals. Hopefully they looked at this as they studied alone.

12.  Skip

day three

Read the verses before you go to the next question. Skip the paragraph.
13.  Cover this observation question quickly.
You probably need to read the two paragraphs to set the stage for the next question.
14.  Cover this one if you have time by asking them what they learned about that kind of patience from these verses. 

15.  *Allow two or three to answer. 

16.  *Cover this question quickly. 

17.  *Let several women respond to this if they have answers to share.

18.  Skip

day four

No need to reread these verses.
19.  Cover with one woman’s answer quickly.

20.  Skip

21.  *Don’t go through all the verses individually but ask them what they learned from Job. 

22.  *See if anyone has a story to share on this one. 

23.  Skip

day five

You’ve already read the verses. Skip the paragraph.
24.  skip

25.  If you have time, allow several women to share their answers.

26.  *Unless you have plenty of time, don’t read the verses because they are long. You do want to cover the answers though. 

Either comment on the paragraph or read it. 
27.  *Cover this one. 

28.  Skip

Once again, at the end of your discussion time, go back through your goals, emphasizing those points with your group. Remind them that the day will come when Jesus returns and makes all things right. What a great day that will be if we are prepared. We prepare to see Him by living our lives in light of that truth—not hoarding material possessions that someone else needs, being long-tempered with others, living patiently expecting Him to bring His reward with Him, and living by our words.

week ten lesson

goals for your discussion:

understand: That God answers prayer and asks us to pray for ourselves and for one another. We have a responsibility to pray. 
feel: The excitement of seeing God answer prayer. 
apply: That the women will pray more fervently and faithfully for one another. 
Go over the memory verse. 
This is a great time to write your own introduction about prayer. 
day one

At this point go ahead and read James 5:13-20 to put it all in context. You won’t need to read it again during your discussion. 

1. *Cover quickly since it is observation only. 
2. See what they found in the book. Don’t spend a lot of time there though.

3. *Without reading the verses, get input on each scripture reference. 

4. *Be sure and give them time on this one. It should be encouraging to them that others struggle with prayer also. 

5. Skip

day two

6. An observation question that one woman can answer quickly. 

Do read the paragraph or comment on it. Read Moo’s comments and let the women comment on it. Some of them may have experienced believing that God told them someone would be healed, but the person died. We are very vulnerable to hearing what we want to hear from God. 
7. *Read the verses and see how each relates. Let one woman do one verse and comment. 
8. *Either read the comment or ask for the answer without reading the verses. 

9. *Without reading the verses, get someone to answer. You may want to mention that discipline is not always for doing something bad but to help us grow, as we teach children the right thing to do. It is not always punishment. 

10.  *Get one answer on this one. 

11.  *Depending on your time, get some answers on this one.  

12.  Skip

day three

13.  *These verses are valuable and should be read individually if you have time. 

14.  Cover only if you have time.

15.  *See if several women will give short answers. 

16.  Skip

day four

17.  *Let one woman give her answer. 

18.  If you have time, get at least one answer here.

19.  If your time is still okay, read the verses on this one and allow the women to comment. 

You probably need to review this paragraph, not necessarily reading it but commenting. Be sure they grasp the fact that it is God who holds us; we don’t hold Him and let go. If you need to read any of the verses in the parenthesis, do so. Let them work through their beliefs; just explain why you believe we can’t lose our salvation. 

20.  *See if anyone has a story to share on this one.
21.  Skip

At this point review your goals for this week before going into the review. Talk about the responsibility to pray, the privilege of prayer, and the excitement of watching God at work. Suggest that they come up with a plan to pray more often or with more patience, expecting God to answer. 
day five

22-25 Just ask if they will share one answer from these 4 questions. Don’t force them or call on them, but ask who will share one thing that God has done in their lives as a way to publicly praise Him! Just keep asking til most of them have shared. 
26. Skip

Use your last couple of minutes to remind them of the great things that you have seen God do through this study. Maybe choose one truth that has been valuable in your own life, one area where you had to repent, or the trial through which this book has helped you make it. Encourage them to continue in God’s word during any break that your group is having. Suggest a way for them to do that. Perhaps they can now go back and study some of the stories mentioned by James, the lives of believers such as Elijah, Abraham, Rahab, and Job. Suggest that they take notes as they read, answering questions such as these: What does this passage teach about God’s character and actions? What does this passage teach about sin? What does this person model about faith or following God?  What is God saying to me about my life?  What do I need to change to align myself with God’s best for me? 

God bless you for faithfully serving the women in your group and directing them to Him through this study(
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