Studies in the Book of Acts

Study Guide
Lesson 1
The Unique Contribution of the Book of Acts
September 18, 2005

Scripture Readings:

Luke 1:1-4

Acts 1:1-26; 28:17-31

This is the first of a series of messages in the Book of Acts.  Following up on the Great Commission of Matthew, we will seek to learn how disciples were made in the early church.  Our goal is to learn what a disciple is like, as well as what a disciple-making church is like, so that we might be obedient to the Great Commission.  We will seek to attempt to discern those elements of Acts which are unique to that moment in time from those which are for the entire church age.  We will attempt to accomplish this by comparing what we find in Acts with the more normative teaching of the epistles.

Study Questions:

You will recall that Acts is Luke’s second volume.  This becomes evident as you compare Luke 1:1-4 with Acts 1:1-2.  How would you describe the differences and similarities between Luke’s two volumes, Luke and Acts?

Compare the first chapter of Acts with the last chapter.  How does Luke end the Book of Acts?  What do you think Luke’s purpose is for writing the Book of Acts?

Why do you think it is important to understand the message of the Book of Acts?

How would Acts read to you if you were a Jew?  How would Acts read to you if you were a Gentile (like its author)?

What is the relationship of the Book of Acts to all of the Gospels?

While Acts is Luke’s second volume, how can you see the Book of Acts being the logical next step for each of the four Gospels?  (For example, how does the Book of John prepare us for the Book of Acts?  How does the Gospel of Matthew prepare us for the Book of Acts?  How does the Book of Acts serve to complete the Gospel of Matthew?)

What is the relationship of the Book of Acts to the New Testament epistles?

What is the unique contribution of the Book of Acts to the Bible as a whole?

In what sense is the Book of Acts “transitional”?  In what sense is the Book of Acts normative?  How do we discern the difference between what is “transitional” and what is normative?
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