Studies in the Book of Acts

Study Guide
Lesson 3
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-13
October 2, 2005

Scripture Reading:  Acts 2:1-13; 8:14-24; 10:44-48; 11:15-18; 19:1-7

Suggested Resources:

Don Curtis:  The Lord’s Appointed Times  http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=285
John Piper’s messages in Acts: http://www.desiringgod.org/library/bible_books/Acts.html
Bob Deffinbaugh’s messages in Acts: http://www.bible.org/series.asp?series_id=20
Study Questions:

Read all the instances in Acts (listed above) where a kind of Pentecost occurred.  Who was involved?  What happened?  How did this come about?  What was the outcome?  What common elements do you find in these accounts?  What unique elements do you find in these accounts?  Are these accounts given to us as a pattern, which we are to follow?

What was the Feast of Pentecost in the Old Testament, and how was this feast an appropriate symbol for what we read in Acts?

Do you think any of those who experienced Pentecost had any sense of what they were about to experience?

What do you make of the fact that all the “Pentecost” experiences in Acts took place with groups of people (not individuals alone), and in the presence of at least an apostle?

Consider how “wind” and “fire” would be appropriate symbols of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power, in the light of the Great Commission of Acts 1:8 (For example, see John 3:1-15, especially verse 8; also see James 3:1-6).

Give careful attention to the phenomenon of tongues.  Exactly what was this phenomenon?  What was the outcome of tongues speaking (Acts 2:11)?  How did tongues contribute to the evangelization of many on that day?

What commentary on Pentecost do we find in the epistles of the New Testament?

What role does Pentecost play in the development of the argument of Acts?
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