Near to the Heart of God

A Study of the Book of Hebrews
Study Guide

Lesson 3  
Greater Than the Angels
Hebrews 1:4—2:4
July 27, 2008
Reading:  Hebrews 1:1—2:18.  If possible, read through the entire book at least once in one sitting.
Resources:

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson:

http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/OnlineMessages/Hebrews/tabid/85/Default.aspx
John Piper:  
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/
Ray Stedman:  
http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/5459/0084.html
Study Questions
In Hebrews 1:1-3, the writer presents a picture of Christ which is vastly “higher” than the angels.  In what sense can he speak of Jesus as “. . . having become as much better than the angels. . .” (verse 4)?  How will this be demonstrated in this section (1:1—2:18)?
Why is the author so concerned about angels?  Do you think his readers have a problem with angels?  What point is he trying to make in relation to angels?  Is the author looking at angels negatively or positively?  What comparisons does the author make between Jesus and angels?
What does it mean for Jesus to be the “Son of God?”  What does it mean for Jesus to be the “first-born” in Hebrews 1:6?  In what sense did the Father “bring Jesus into the world” (Hebrews 1:6)?
What is the point of Hebrews 1:11-12?

Why does the author quote so many Scriptures?  How does he use these Old Testament Scriptures?
How does Hebrews 2:1-4 relate to chapter 1?
What questions or problems have arisen in your study that you would like to answer or resolve?

What theological truths can you find in this passage?

What are some of the implications and applications of the truths of this text?
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