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Lesson 13:  Near to the Heart of God, A Study of the Book of Hebrews


Near to the Heart of God
A Study of the Book of Hebrews

Study Guide

Lesson 14
Who Are Those Who Fall Away?
Hebrews 6:1-12
October 12, 2008

Reading:  Hebrews 4:14—6:20
Resources:

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson:
 
http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/a/Johnson/slj-31_Hebrews/17_SLJ_31_32K.m3u
http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/a/Johnson/slj-31_Hebrews/18_SLJ_31_32K.m3u
John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/634_The_Danger_of_Dull_Hearing/
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/635_The_Doctrine_of_Perseverance_The_Earnest_Pursuit_of_Assurance/
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/970_Let_Us_Press_On_to_Maturity/
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/971_When_Is_Saving_Repentance_Impossible/
Ray Stedman


http://www.pbc.org/messages/5476
Study Questions
This text is one of the most controversial passages in the Book of Hebrews, and perhaps in the whole Bible.  Among other things it involves the eternal security of the saints, and this is no small matter.  Thus, we must approach this text carefully and prayerfully.  I believe that we should be able to articulate the four major evangelical interpretations of Hebrews 6:4-8, as well as to identify the strengths and weaknesses of each view.  The following questions are designed to help us accomplish this task.
What are the four major interpretations of Hebrews 6:4-8?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of each?  Be able to answer the following questions, from the perspective of each of these four major interpretations:
Who are those being exhorted here?  Are they believers or unbelievers?

What is in danger of being lost or gained?  Is it a real danger or hypothetical?
What is the problem and what is the solution?
As interpreted this way, what is the purpose of this text in the context of Hebrews?  

How does this interpretation compare with the other three interpretations?

Does this interpretation inspire confidence and hope or create doubts and fears in the reader?
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