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Lesson 31:  Near to the Heart of God, A Study of the Book of Hebrews




Near to the Heart of God
A Study of the Book of Hebrews

Study Guide

Lesson 31
The Problem of Pain
Hebrews 12:4-17
April 12, 2009
Reading:  Hebrews 12:1-17
Resources:

Dr. S. Lewis Johnson:


http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/a/Johnson/slj-31_Hebrews/44_SLJ_31_32K.mp3


http://www.believerschapeldallas.org/a/Johnson/slj-31_Hebrews/45_SLJ_31_32K.mp3
John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/ScriptureIndex/26/1006_The_Painful_Discipline_of_Our_Heavenly_Father/
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByScripture/26/1007_Fail_Not_to_Obtain_the_Grace_of_God/
Ray Stedman


http://www.pbc.org/messages/10605

http://www.pbc.org/messages/5508
Study Questions
From what we read in our text, what is the spiritual condition of these Hebrew believers?  What lies ahead for them?  What is the reason for what lies ahead?
What does the author mean by the term “discipline?”  What is the relationship between “discipline” and “punishment?”  What was the immediate source of the Hebrews’ suffering (vs. 3)?  What reminders did the Hebrews need regarding their suffering?  How is our Lord’s suffering instructive to the Hebrews, and to us?  What purpose does the author’s citation of Proverbs 3:11-12 (vss. 5-6) serve?

What is God’s purpose for the suffering of His saints here in our text?  Are there other purposes for suffering that are mentioned elsewhere in Scripture?  What should suffering accomplish in the life of the Christian?  What are some of the blessings of suffering as saints?
Hebrews 12:7 begins, “It is for discipline that you endure . . .”  How do other translations render this phrase?  What does the author mean by it?
What is the significance of “all” in verse 8?

What is the relationship between “discipline,” “holiness” (vs. 10) and “righteousness” (vs. 11)?

What actions does the author call for in verses 12 and 13, and what do these have to do with suffering and God’s discipline?  What does this tell us about these Hebrew saints?
How do you understand the expression “Father of spirits” in verse 9 (NASB, NET, NKJV, ESV, etc.)?

What does our text have to say to those who preach a “name it and claim it prosperity” message? 

If God disciplines us as a father rightly disciplines his children, what does this text teach us about child training, especially in our culture?  How should parents become more God-like in raising their children?
What does “pursuing peace with all men” (verse 14) have to do with suffering and discipline?
What are the warnings given in verses 14-17 and why are they given here?  How do the warnings of these verses help to clarify earlier problem texts (Hebrews 6:4-8; 10:26-31)?
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