Study Guide
Hope and Change, God’s Way
Lesson 4

The Hope of Heaven:  Paradise Lost
Ezekiel 28:11-17; Genesis 2 – 3

April 18, 2010

Scripture reading: These are some of the Old and New Testament texts which deal with the resurrection:

Isaiah 65:17—66:24 




Matthew 5:1-9; 22:23-33; 25:14-30

Luke 16:1-13





John 14:1-3
Acts 7:54-60





Romans 8:18-25
1 Corinthians 2:6-9; 7:29-35 (esp. v. 30)

2 Corinthians 12:1-6

Galatians 5:5





Philippians 1:22-24
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20; 4:13-18


2 Thessalonians 1:3-10

1 Peter 1:3-9





2 Peter 3:8-18

1 John 3:1-3





Revelation 4-5; 20-22
Study Questions
To what texts would you first turn to help someone understand more about heaven?

As you have studied the subject of our heavenly hope, what have you found that came as something new, or perhaps unexpected?

What are some of the main features of heaven?

What are some common misconceptions about heaven held by non-Christians?

What are some common misconceptions about heaven held by Christians?
Why is heaven not described in greater detail than it is?  Why would heaven be difficult to describe?

How should a better understanding of heaven change Christians?  (Example:  How should heaven change our priorities?)

How can a distorted, incorrect view of heaven impact someone adversely?

Contrast heaven with hell.

What is the relationship between what we do (or don’t do) now with what we will experience in heaven?

What will we be doing in heaven?  What biblical texts answer the question, “Will there be work in heaven?”
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