Study Guide

The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 10
When Government is God’s Judgment
Judges 8:33—9:21
October 18, 2009
Reading:  Judges 8:33—9:21
Study Questions

How is “Baal-Berith” (8:33) related to the “Baal” of chapter 6 (see verse 25)?  Baal-Berith means “Baal (or god) of the covenant.”  How does Exodus 34:12 shed light on Israel’s worship of this god?
Do you think there is any relationship between Israel’s forgetting God (7:33-34a) and her failure to show kindness to the family of Gideon (7:34b; see also 9:16-20)?  Why would the author mention the lack of kindness to Gideon’s family?  What was expected in terms of kindness that the Israelites failed to do?
What form of oppression (or judgment) resulted from Israel’s sin?
Compare Judges 9:1-6 with Judges 8:22-23, and also 1 Samuel 8.
What is the essence of Jotham’s message to the people of Shechem in verses 7-20?  Was Jotham right in what he said?
The word for “rule” in 9:22 is not the same as we find in 8:22, but neither is the word that means “to judge.”  Why does the author avoid saying that Abimelech “judged” Israel?

How did God bring about judgment upon Abimelech and the people of Shechem for their sins?

Who was Israel’s “deliverer” in this story?

How is this account regarding Abimelech unique when compared to the other instances of oppression and deliverance in Judges?

What do we learn about the providence of God in this account?

What should we learn from the story of Abimelech?
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