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Reading:  Judges 16 
Study Questions

Two women play an important role in chapter 16.  In what ways were they alike?  Why was Samson attracted to them?
Why does the author bother to tell us the first story in 16:1-3?  Notice the use of the word “saw” in 14:1, 2; 16:1.  What does this indicate?  How impressive was Samson’s escape from Gaza?  What should Samson have learned from this experience?  Did he learn anything?
What is different about Samson’s relationship with Delilah (verse 4), that may make this story even more tragic?  What is Delilah’s motivation in terms of her relationship with Samson?  How is this similar to what we have read in Judges 14:15-17?  How subtle is Delilah’s seduction of Samson in 16:6?
What were the warning signs that Samson should have seen?  How did he miss them?  Did he miss them?

How do you explain the sequence of events leading up to Samson’s full disclosure of the secret to his strength?  What do we learn about Samson’s understanding of his status as a Nazirite?

What is especially sad (and instructive) about Judges 16:20?

In what way was Samson’s tragic death God’s greatest blow to the Philistines?

Are there not some common threads running through the accounts of Samson’s life?  What are they?

How does Samson exemplify the instruction of Proverbs 5 and 31:1-5?
What lessons does Samson have for our culture, and even for Christians?

How should we teach the story of Samson to our children?
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