Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide

Lesson 11

Blessed Are Those Who Mourn
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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 11

	Monday
	Matthew 5:1-16

	Tuesday
	Luke 6:20-26

	Wednesday
	Ezra 9:1-15; 10:6

	Thursday
	Nehemiah 8

	Friday
	Nehemiah 9

	Saturday
	Isaiah 61:1-11

	Sunday
	Isaiah 40:1-31


Study Materials

Bob Deffinbaugh

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=603
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1035
John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/012686.html
http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/020286.html
Study Questions

Matthew 5:1-16

What is the opposite of mourning?  What would life be like if all men sought to experience this?  How would you define “mourning”?  Why did people mourn in the Bible?  What is the relationship between being “poor in spirit” and “mourning”?  Jesus says that those who “mourn” will be (future) comforted.  How will this comforting happen?  Is our comfort only future?

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13 Paul differentiates between those who grieve in hope and those who grieve without hope.  In Matthew 5:4 is Jesus speaking about all who mourn, or just those who mourn as believers?  How does one mourn Christianly?  Why might Christians mourn where others would not?  Why are those who mourn blessed?

[Texts where the Greek word for “mourn” is found: Gen. 23:2; 37:34f; 50:3; Num. 14:39; 1 Sam. 6:19; 15:35; 16:1; 2 Sam. 13:37; 14:2; 19:2; 1 Chr. 7:22; 2 Chr. 35:24; Ezr. 10:6; Neh. 1:4; 8:9; Ps. 34:14; 77:63; Job 14:22; Hos. 4:3; 10:5; Amos 1:2; 8:8; 9:5; Joel 1:9f; Isa. 3:26; 16:8; 19:8; 24:4, 7; 33:9; 61:2f; 66:10; Jer. 4:28; 12:4; 14:2; 16:5; 23:10; 38:21; Lam. 1:4; 2:8; Ezek. 31:15; Dan. 10:2; Matt. 5:4; 9:15; Mk. 16:10; Lk. 6:25; 1 Co. 5:2; 2 Co. 12:21; Jas. 4:9; Rev. 18:11, 15, 19] 
Luke 6:20-26

The term “mourn” is found in Luke 6:25, but the term “weep” is used in Luke 6:21.  Do you think these terms (“weep” and “mourn”) are virtually interchangeable?  What differences do you find between Matthew 5:4 and Luke 6:21, 25?  What does Luke add to our understanding of Matthew 5:4?  How can one who mourns be blessed?  From your own life, have you experienced the truth of Matthew 5:4 and Luke 6:21, 25?  Think about how you might share this for the edification of others.

Ezra 9:1-15; 10:6

Whose sins cause Ezra to mourn?  What sin(s) caused Ezra to mourn?  How does Ezra express his mourning?  Are his expressions of mourning cultural?  How do you think mourning might be expressed today?  Have you ever seen any outward signs of mourning?  Why would anyone mourn over the sins of others?  What might some inappropriate responses to the sins of others be (see, for example, Genesis 9:22; 1 Corinthians 13:6)?  You may wish to compare Ezra’s mourning with that of Daniel (9:1-19).

Nehemiah 8 & 9

What was the occasion which prompted the people to mourn?  Why were the people initially instructed not to weep (8:9-12)?  Why was it right to mourn on the fourteenth day of the month and later (9:1ff.)?  For what did the Israelites mourn?  
Isaiah 61:1-11

This is a key text; in my opinion it is the key text, so read it carefully.  Notice our Lord’s reference to the early verses of Isaiah 61 in Luke 4:16ff.  What does this tell you about this Isaiah passage?  What relationship(s) do you see between this passage and the Beattitudes?  Specifically, how does Isaiah 61 relate to Matthew 5:4?  
Isaiah 40:1-31

What relationship do you see between Isaiah 40 and the commencement of our Lord’s ministry, as seen in Matthew 3 and 4?  In what way(s) are mourners comforted in Isaiah 40?  
Where do you find the need for mourning in the New Testament (for example, see 1 Corinthians 5:1-5; James 4:1-10; Revelation 3:14-22)?  For what might we do well to mourn today?

Do you think there is any relationship between “mourning” and repentance?
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