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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 15

	Monday
	Matthew 5:8; Leviticus 10:8-11; 19:11-22

	Tuesday
	Matthew 5:8; Psalm 24:3-6; Jeremiah 17:9-10; Romans 1:21; 2:5

	Wednesday
	Matthew 5:8; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:22-32; Romans 5:5

	Thursday
	Matthew 5:8; 12:34-35; 15:1-20; 23:25-28

	Friday
	Matthew 5:8; Psalm 86:11-13; Jeremiah 32:38-42; James 1:2-8; 2 Timothy 4:9-10

	Saturday
	Matthew 5:8; Ezekiel 11:17-20; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 7:25-35

	Sunday
	Matthew 5:8; Job 19:25-27; 42:1-5; John 14:1-10; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 3:1-3


Study Materials

John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/030286.html
Study Questions

 “Cleanness” and “Uncleanness” in the Old Testament

Matthew 5:8; Leviticus 10:8-11; 19:11-22

What kinds of things made one “unclean” in the Old Testament law?  What was the basis for determining what (or who) was “clean” or “unclean”?  What were the chances that one would remain clean for long in the Old Testament?  What was the solution for those who were unclean?  Why do you suppose God made all these distinctions between “clean” and “unclean” in the Old Testament times?  (That is, what was God’s purpose for distinguishing between “clean” and “unclean”?)  Was being “clean” the same as being holy?

“Clean” and “Unclean” in the New Testament

Matthew 15:1-20; Luke 11:37-44

In what way(s) had the scribes and Pharisees twisted the Old Testament law with regard to “cleanness” and “uncleanness”?  Why did they do this?  How did Jesus correct them?  (If you have time, read Acts 10:1-16.)  Do you think “cleanness” is the same thing as being “pure in heart”?

What is Meant by the “Heart”?

“What is meant by this term, ‘the heart’?  According to the general scriptural usage of the term, the heart means the centre of the personality.  It does not merely mean the seat of the affections and the emotions.  This Beatitude is not a statement to the effect that the Christian faith is something primarily emotional, not intellectual or pertaining to the will.  Not at all.  The heart in Scripture includes the three.  It is the centre of man’s being and personality; it is the fount out of which everything else comes.  It includes the mind; it includes the will; it includes the heart.  It is the total man; and that is the thing which our Lord emphasizes.”  (D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids, Michigan:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1971, 1976), p. 93.

The Need for a Pure Heart in the Old Testament

Psalm 24:3-6; 51:5-13; 73:1

Pure Hearts Can’t Be Found

Genesis 6:5-8; Jeremiah 17:9-10; See Romans 1:21; 2:5; 3:9-18

“The dictum of Ivan Turgenev, the nineteenth-century Russian novelist, speaks for us all:

I do not know what the heart
Of a bad man is like.

But I do know what the heart
of a good man is like.

And
it is terrible.”  (R Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount:  The Message of the Kingdom (Wheaton, Illinois:  Crossway Books, 2001), p. 56.
Pure Hearts Promised

Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:22-32

Pure Hearts Accomplished at Calvary

Acts 15:8-9; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Titus 3:5-7; Hebrews 8:6-13; 10:19-23

What is meant by “pure”?

“Its Old Testament usage tells us that it refers to internal cleansing.  Very likely Jesus’ reference to ‘pure in heart’ comes from the famous rhetorical answer to the questions of Psalm 24:3, 4:  ‘Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  Who may stand in His holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart.’”

“. . . In addition to this primary meaning, ‘pure’ also calls for a purity of devotion.  William Barclay tells us that the Greek word was used to describe clean water, sometimes metals without alloy, sometimes grain that had been winnowed, and sometimes feelings that are unmixed (William Barclay, A New Testament Wordbook ((New York:  Harper, n.d.)), p. 69).  As it is used in our text, it carries the idea of being free from every taint of evil.”

“We must keep this squarely in mind because it is normally supposed that ‘pure’ as in ‘pure in heart’ primarily refers to being pure in mind regarding matters of sensuality.  It certainly includes these matters.  But the idea cannot be so limited, for it goes far deeper.  Here in the sixth Beatitude it means a heart that does not bring mixed motives and divided loyalties to its relationship with God.  It is a heart of singleness in devotion to God – pure, unmixed devotion.  James refers to this idea when he says, ‘Purify your hearts, you double-minded’ (James 4:8).  That is, ‘Get rid of your mixed motives, your duplicity, your double-mindedness; be simple and pure in your devotion.”  

“Negatively, we can imagine this idea from everyday life if we reflect on those people who, having been introduced to us, keep talking and smiling, while at the same time looking behind and around us at other people and things.  They really are not interested in us; they only see us as objects or a means to an end.  In the God-man relationship such behavior is scandalous.  Positively stated then, ‘pure’ is represented by the words focus, absorption, concentration, sincerity, and singleness.”  R Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount:  The Message of the Kingdom, pp. 54-55.
Serving God with Singleness of Mind

Deuteronomy 6:4-15; Matthew 6:1-6, 19-34; 13:7, 22; Luke 21:34-26; Romans 12:8; 1 Corinthians 7:25-35; Hebrews 12:1-2  

Why does God demand that we worship Him alone?  How does this demand relate to the third temptation of Jesus in Matthew 4:8-10?  What examples of multiple motives do we see in Matthew 6:1-6 and Romans 12:8?  What kinds of things serve as distractions from our single-minded devotion to God?

Seeing God in this Life

Job 42:1-6; Psalm 19; 73:21-28; John 14:1-11; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 1:1-3

In what ways should we expect and strive to “see God” in this life?

Seeing God for all Eternity

Job 19:25-27; 1 John 3:1-3; Revelation 1:9-20; chapters 4 & 5

Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ View of the Relationship of the Beatitudes:

	The Pure in Heart

	The Meek
	The Peacemakers

	Those who Mourn
	The Pure in Heart

	The Poor in Spirit
	Those who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness


 “I do not want to stay longer with this matter of order, but I think it is a possible way of discovering what underlies the precise arrangement which our Lord adopted.  We take the three steps in order of need; then we come to the satisfaction; then we look at the results that follow and find that they correspond precisely to the three that lead up to it.  This means that, in this amazing and glorious statement about ‘blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God’ which comes at this particular point, the emphasis is upon the purity of heart and not upon the promise.  If we look at it from that standpoint, I think it will enable us to see why our Lord took this precise order.”  Lloyd-Jones, p. 92.

Further Questions to Ponder

· In practical terms, what is a pure heart?

· How can we participate in the development of a pure heart?

· What are some evidences of a heart that is not pure?

· How did this statement serve to indict the self-righteous Pharisees?

· How would this statement serve to encourage the godly?
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