Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide
Lesson 1
The Origins of Jesus Christ
February 16, 2003

Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 1

	Monday
	Matthew 1:1-17

	Tuesday
	Luke 3:23-38

	Wednesday
	John 1:1-18

	Thursday
	Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 17:1-21; 49:8-12

	Friday
	2 Samuel 7:1-17; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; Micah 5:1-5

	Saturday
	Matthew 1:1-25

	Sunday
	Exodus 19:7-25


Resources

J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book, vol. 5, pp. 116-148, 175-177.  Pages 175-177 are especially relevant.

Ray C. Stedman, “The Message of Matthew:  Behold Your King!” http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/adventure/0241.html 
Study Questions

Matthew 1:1-17

What is a genealogy?  What purpose does a genealogy serve?  Why do you think Matthew chose to begin his gospel with this genealogy?  What does Matthew’s genealogy contribute to his gospel?  Why does Matthew begin his genealogy with Abraham rather than Adam?  In particular, what two Old Testament persons does Matthew purposefully show Jesus is related to (1:1)? Why?

What other people in this genealogy catch your attention?  Why?  What lessons can be learned from observing those whom God included in the line of the Messiah?

How does Matthew arrange the people listed in his genealogy (see 1:17)?  Why would he arrange it this way?

Luke 3:23-38

Read through Luke’s genealogy several times.  Compare Luke’s genealogy with that found in Matthew.  What differences do you see between these two genealogies?  How do you explain these differences?  Why does Matthew include his genealogy before the account of Jesus’ birth while Luke inserts his genealogy after our Lord’s baptism? 

John 1:1-18

What is the relationship between the genealogies of Matthew and Luke and John 1:1-18?  In what sense, might we call John 1:1-18 a genealogy?  What essential added truth or dimension does John provide in the introduction to his gospel?  If you combine the message of these three texts (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38; John 1:1-18) what is the outcome? 

Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 17:1-21; 49:8-12

Read all these passages in the Book of Genesis.  How do you think these passages relate to the genealogy we find in Matthew’s gospel?  How do these texts in Genesis help you to understand why the genealogies of our Lord in the Gospels are important?   Is it important for Matthew to show that Jesus really is the “son of Abraham”?

2 Samuel 7:1-17; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; Micah 5:1-5

Read these Old Testament texts.  How do these texts relate to the genealogies we are given in the Gospels?  Why is it important to prove that Jesus is the “son of David”?  What Old Testament covenants underlie Matthew’s genealogy?  How does Jesus’ incarnation and ministry fulfill these covenants?

Matthew 1:1-25

How does Matthew 1 serve to highlight the relationship of our Lord to Joseph?  How is this unique, especially when compared to the birth account in the Gospel of Luke?  What do we learn about Joseph from Matthew 1?  What did Joseph learn about Jesus in Matthew 1:18-25?  How does “all this” (Matthew 1:22) fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14?

Exodus 19:7-25

The events of Exodus 19:7-25 take place at Mt. Sinai, where Moses is about to receive the law.  While the Hebrew nation waited at their camp below, Moses went up to God several times.  What was the message which God had Moses go back down the mountain to tell the people (more than once)?  Why was God so emphatic about the boundaries that He had established?  What would happen to those who came too near to God?  Contrast this “distance” that men must keep in the Old Testament with the nearness of God in Jesus Christ, and was indicated by His name, “Immanuel, God with us.”  How must Matthew’s words in Matthew 1 have come as a shock and as a marvel to those who had worshipped God according to the Old Testament law?
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