Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide

Lesson 23

Yes or No is Enough
Matthew 5:33-37
July 27, 2003

Scripture readings
	Monday
	Matthew 5:17-48; 33-37; James 5:12

	Tuesday
	Matthew 5:33-37; Hebrews 6:16; Deuteronomy 6:13; 10:20; Leviticus 19:11-12

	Wednesday
	Exodus 25:8-9; 27:1-8; Isaiah 1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24; Matthew 5:33-37

	Thursday
	Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; Ecclesiastes 5:4-5; 1 Samuel 1, (esp. verse 11)

	Friday
	Matthew 5:33-37; Matthew 23:16-22; Exodus 20:7

	Saturday
	Deuteronomy 1:34-40 (exp. verse 34) compared with Numbers 14) compared with Numbers 14:28-35 (esp. verse 28); Exodus 32:13; Deuteronomy 4:26; 30:19; 31:28

	Sunday
	Matthew 5:33-37; Romans 9:1; 2 Corinthians 1:23; Galatians 1:20; Philippians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 2:5, 10; Psalm 15:4


Study Questions
Monday
Matthew 5:17-48; Matthew 5:33-37; James 5:12

Consider the similarities and differences between verses 33-37 of Matthew 5 and the portions of the chapter we have already covered regarding murder, lawsuits, adultery, and divorce.  In each of the preceding instances, it could be said that there is something about the Law that the Jewish leaders got right, and something they got seriously wrong.  Does that same pattern apply to the passage we are studying this week [Matthew 5:33-37]?

In chapters 3-5 of James’ epistle, he presents several forceful exhortations, many of which have to do with how we handle our tongues.  James puts a special emphasis on his exhortation in James 5:12 by introducing it with the words, “But above all…”  What is the heart of his exhortation in this verse?  Why is this such an important issue?  Is this the same issue that Jesus addresses in Matthew 5:33-37?

Tuesday
Matthew 5:33-37 ; Hebrews 6:16; Deuteronomy 6:13 and 10:20;Leviticus 19:11-12

What did God command in the Old Testament regarding the swearing of oaths?  By whom or by what did He command Israel to swear their oaths?  What is the significance of swearing an oath by something or someone?  What does it mean to call someone or something as witness to an oath?  What relationship does that something or someone have to the oath?

According to Hebrews 6:16, what is one of the positive purposes of oaths?

Did Jesus nullify or abolish any commandment of the Mosaic Law? [Matthew 5:17-20].  Did He ever declare any statute or ordinance of the Law to be evil or wrong?

Based on the Old Testament passages cited above, can it be alleged that oaths are inherently evil?
Wednesday
Exodus 25:8-9; 27:1-8; Isaiah 1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24; Matthew 5:33-37

Who instituted the tabernacle worship and the sacrificial system? [Exodus 25:8-9; 27:1-8].  Why did God later tell Israel that their sacrifices were an abomination to Him? [Isaiah 1:10-17; Amos 5:21-24].  Was it inherently wrong to present sacrifices to God?  Does this help explain what Jesus is saying about oaths in Matthew 5?

Thursday
Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; Ecclesiastes 5:4-5; ; 1 Samuel 1, esp. verse 11

A vow is a special form of oath in which the person making the vow solemnly swears to pay something to God in return for God’s favor or blessing in a certain matter.  In essence, a vow is a bilateral (two-way) covenant, typically between a person and God.  A person might swear to bring an additional portion of his harvest to the tabernacle and offer it as a votive offering (an offering in fulfillment of a vow), and publicly declare God’s faithfulness if God would prosper his crops.  Or he might do as Hannah, the mother of Samuel did, when she swore to devote her son to God as a Nazirite if He would grant her a son in spite of her barrenness [1 Samuel 1:11].

How seriously does God take the payment of a vow? [Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; Ecclesiastes 5:4]

Friday
Matthew 5:33-37; Matthew 23:16-22; Exodus 20:7

Matthew 23:16-22 – Why did the scribes and Pharisees make these sorts of distinctions between binding oaths and non-binding oaths (i.e. what purpose did it serve)?  Throughout the “Woes” section of Matthew 23 (i.e. verses 13-36), what is the fundamental sin of the scribes and Pharisees for which Jesus is calling them to task?  What is the “blindness” to which He refers in verses 16-22?  Do you get a feel here for how the Jewish leaders used oaths in everyday practice?  Was the swearing of oaths treated as a sacred, solemn matter?  

According to our Lord, what basic truth were the scribes and Pharisees ignoring in making arbitrary distinctions between binding and non-binding oaths?  

In the third commandment of the Ten Commandments, found in Exodus 20:7 (and Deuteronomy 5:11), what does it mean to “take the name of the LORD in vain?”  What does “in vain” mean?  How is this commandment related to vows or oaths?  

In practice, the oaths used by the Jewish leaders were essentially treated as a matter that affected human relationships (i.e. oaths were for confirming agreements or resolving disputes between one man and another).  Is this a legitimate perception?

Saturday
Deuteronomy 1:34-40 (esp. verse 34) compared with Numbers 14:28-35 (esp. verse 28) Exodus 32:13

Deuteronomy 4:26; 30:19; 31:28

[Deuteronomy 1:34-40 (read at least verse 34) compared with Numbers 14:28-35 (read at least verse 28); Exodus 32:13]  When God makes an oath, a vow, or a covenant, by what or by whom does He swear? 

According to Matthew 5:33-37 and 23:16-22, the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time were in the habit of binding their oaths to all sorts of created things.  What created things are bound to the oaths in Deuteronomy 4:26; 30:19; and 31:28?  Who actually made these oaths?  Was it Moses?  [see Deuteronomy 1:3; 29:1]  Why was it legitimate for created things to be called as witnesses to these oaths, when it was not legitimate for the Jewish leaders to swear by created things (including these same created things) in Jesus’ day?

Sunday
Romans 9:1; 2 Corinthians 1:23; Galatians 1:20; Philippians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 2:5, 10; Psalm 15:4

Did Paul swear oaths?  Whom or what did Paul consistently invoke as witness in the passages cited?

Should Paul have simply made his statements and left it at that, without invoking the name of God to add force to his statements?  Do you believe Paul was in violation of the teaching of Jesus regarding oaths?  Why or why not?

Can solemn oaths be made today in a manner that is in keeping with the perfect spirit of the Law, or are all oaths wrong?

Psalm 15:4 – When a believer declares that he will do something, and it later turns out that the thing he said he would do will result in his own harm, what course of action is honoring to God?  Can you think of situations in which this principle has been taken too lightly by Christians?  By you?
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