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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 29
	Monday
	Matthew 6:19-24

	Tuesday
	Joshua 6:17-18, 7:1-26, Matthew 19:16-30

	Wednesday
	Matthew 6:22-23

	Thursday
	Acts 5:1-11, Luke 12:13-21

	Friday
	Matthew 6:24

	Saturday
	Philippians 3:1-11, Mark 8:34-38, Luke 14:25-33

	Sunday
	Matthew 6:19-24, 2 Corinthians 8:8


Study Questions

Matthew 6:19-24

Where is your Treasure?
What is the command that Jesus gives us in the first part of verse 19? Why do you think that Jesus addresses this topic? What is the significance of Jesus using the illustration of the moth, rust and thieves? What do these illustrations tell us about earthly treasures? In verse 20, what is Jesus contrasting earthly treasures with? How are heavenly treasures different than earthly treasures?  What are heavenly treasures? How do we lay up heavenly treasures? In the last statement, what point is Jesus making?  

Joshua 6:17-19, 7:1-26, Matthew 19:16-30

Examples
According to 6:17-19, what was God’s command to Israel in the battle at Jericho? Why did Israel get defeated at the battle of Ai? What was Achan’s heart set on? In the Matthew 19, Jesus drops a bomb on the rich young ruler, go sell all you have and give it to the poor.  Why was this so disturbing to the rich young ruler? Where was his heart? Why is it so hard for a rich man to get into heaven?

Matthew 6:22-23, 

Single Eye, Evil Eye

In this next section, Matthew uses the eye as an illustration. What is the purpose of an eye?  If your eye is good, your whole body will be full of ____________? What is the significance of light in the Bible? How does this tie in with laying up treasures in heaven? If your eye is evil or bad, your body is full of___________? What is the significance of darkness in the Bible? How does this tie in with laying up treasures on earth? Do you have a vision that is focused on heavenly things or earthly things? We often have a hard time distinguishing what the will of God is, or we feel as though we are not experiencing God like we once did. My question is where is your heart? What are your eyes focused on? Are they focused on heavenly things or earthly things?

Acts 5:1-11, Luke 12:13-21

Examples

Why is the story of Ananias and Sapphira significant to what we are dealing with this week?  Where were their hearts? What was the end result? What were they trying to hold on to?  Do we give God our all or do we hold back things for ourselves? Why do we do this?  In Luke 12, we have a story of a rich fool. What is the significance of what Jesus says in verse 15? What did the rich man in this story do?  Why was he called a fool? What was the end result? Where was his heart and his treasure? A lot of times we strive and strive to store up enough so that we can have a life of ease and comfort, we want to put up our feet and coast the rest of life. What are the important things that we need to be striving after? What is the end result of all those treasures we have laid up here on earth? 

Matthew 6:24

Who will you serve?

Can anyone serve two masters? Why is it impossible to serve two masters? What is the significance of the Word serve?  How does the thought of where your treasure is apply to who you serve?  In this verse, it states that you cannot serve God and riches or “mammon.” A lot of people try to do both, but it just does not work out. What are you serving in your life? Who is your master?

Philippians 3:1-11, Mark 8:34-38, Luke 14:25-33

Count the Cost!
According to Philippians 3:1-11, what was Paul’s perspective on those things that he once pursued? What was Paul’s objective in life? We have to be willing to lay aside all to follow Christ, from riches to loved ones, and especially to self. Think about those two passages in Mark and Luke and ask yourself the question where is my heart? Am I willing to lay down all, or are there things I am holding onto that take the place of Jesus? You cannot serve God and riches! 

Matthew 6:19-24, 2 Corinthians 8:8

Jesus our example!

Meditate on the passage at hand and as you prepare for worship, meditate on 2 Corinthians 8:8 and the willingness of Jesus to give up the glory of heaven to come and die for us, lowly sinners.  Why would we want to hold onto the riches of this earth when we could follow Jesus and have the riches of heaven? 
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