Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide

Lesson 4

John the Baptist and Jesus
March 9, 2003
Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 4: 

	Monday
	Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:9-13

	Tuesday
	Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

	Wednesday
	John 1:6-8, 14-18, 19-37

	Thursday
	Matthew 3:1-17

	Friday
	John 10:40-42; 3:22-30

	Saturday
	Matthew 11:2-19

	Sunday
	Matthew 14:1-13; Acts 18:24-28; 19:1-7


Resources

Bob Deffinbaugh

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=586 
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1012 
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=2350 
John Piper

http://www.desiringgod.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/97/050497.html 
http://www.desiringgod.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/81/020881p.html 
http://www.desiringgod.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/81/021581p.html 
http://www.desiringgod.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/81/022281p.html 
Ray C. Stedman 

http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/mark/3301.html 
http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/john/3834.html 
Study Questions

Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:9-13

How do you understand Malachi 4:4-6 in relation to the coming of John the Baptist and his subsequent ministry?  How does Matthew 17:9-13 help us to understand Malachi 4:4-6?  How, then, do we explain our Lord’s words in John 1:21?

Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

What does Luke tell us about John the Baptist that no other gospel writer does?  Why are Luke’s words in these verses important to us?  Why does Luke “inter-twine” the birth accounts of John and Jesus?  Why is John such a special and important person in the Gospels?

John 1:6-8, 14-18, 19-37

In John 1, the author inter-twines the person and work of Jesus with the person and work of John the Baptist.  How were John and Jesus alike?  How were they very different?  Who is most important, Jesus or John?  Why?  You might compare Hebrews 3:1-6.  How did John’s answers to the Jewish leaders’ questions about his identity (John 1:19-25) help two of John’s disciples decide who they should follow (see John 1:35-39)?  Why do you think a number of John the Baptist’s disciples stayed with him, even after the appearance of Jesus Christ?  According to John the Baptist, how was his baptism different from that of Jesus?

Matthew 3:1-17

After reading Matthew 3:1-17 several times, re-read Matthew 1:1-2:23.  What witnesses to the identity of Jesus does Matthew employ in the first three chapters of his gospel?  How is John the Baptist a witness to the identity of Jesus?  How did John’s ministry and baptism prepare people for the coming of Christ?  Did John the Baptist seek to attract followers by watering down (pardon the pun) his message?  Why do you think John dressed as he did?  Do you think John the Baptist carefully distinguished between our Lord’s first coming and His second coming?  Explain?  

John 10:40-42; 3:22-30

Why do you think God did not give John the ability to perform signs and wonders to accredit his ministry?  If John did “no miraculous sign” why did so many people believe him?  Are signs really all that effective at convincing men of the truth (see Luke 16:27-31)?  How do you explain John the Baptist’s disciples’ reaction to the success of Jesus?  How do you explain John the Baptist’s response to the success of Jesus?

Matthew 11:2-19

What factors played a part in John the Baptist’s doubts concerning Jesus’ identity?  Why might John have wondered if he had been the victim of a case of mistaken identity?  Exactly what was it that John the Baptist doubted?  Do you think John the Baptist clearly understood the difference between our Lord’s first coming and His second coming?  Which “coming” did John seem to emphasize most in his preaching?  How might this help to explain his doubts?  Is it wrong to have doubts?  How should one deal with doubts?  How did Jesus tell John to deal with his doubts?

Matthew 14:1-13; Acts 18:24-28; 19:1-7

How did John the Baptist end up in jail in the first place?  Why did Herod fear that Jesus might be John the Baptist raised from the dead?  What were some of the evils of his day that John preached against?  Compare and contrast John the Baptist and Jesus.  How much impact did John the Baptist have on others?  What do you think John the Baptist would say and do today?  
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