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Scripture Readings for Lesson 53
Mark 7:1-23

Matthew 15:1-20

Acts 10 and 11

Study Questions

Mark 7:1-23 and Matthew 15:1-20

What do you think the Pharisees and scribes hoped to accomplish by their encounter with Jesus (Matthew 15:1ff.; Mark 7:1-5)?

What is the difference between a “tradition” of the elders (Matthew 15:2; Mark 7:5) and a “commandment of God” (Matthew 15:3; Mark 7:7-8)?

What kind of hand washing are they talking about here (see Mark 7:3-4)?  (Were they eating their sandwiches with fishy-smelling hands?)  Why do you think the disciples didn’t wash their hands?  Do you think that Jesus ate with “unwashed” hands?  Why doesn’t anyone accuse Jesus of eating with unwashed hands?  

How does Jesus understand the relationship between their “traditions” and the “commandments” of God?  How does Jesus answer the charges made by the Pharisees and scribes?    

Explain the contrast between, “For God said. . .” (Matthew 15:4) and “But you say. . .” (Matthew 15:5).

How does Jesus justify His accusation that the Pharisees and scribes are hypocritical (Matthew 15:7-9)?

Why do both Matthew (15:10) and Mark (7:14) tell us that Jesus summoned the multitude?  What does this suggest or indicate?

How is Jesus teaching, according to Matthew 15:15 and Mark 7:17?  What is Jesus teaching about the real source of defilement (Matthew 15:11f. and Mark 7:14f.)?  How does this teaching relate to the earlier interchange between Jesus and the Pharisees and scribes?  Why do you think our Lord’s teaching was particularly offensive to the Pharisees, but apparently not the scribes (Matthew 15:12)?  Why do you think the disciples informed Jesus that the Pharisees were offended?  What do you think they expected Jesus to do about this?  What do you make of Jesus’ response to His disciples in Matthew 15:13?  How does this seem to relate to Jesus’ earlier teaching?  How does Jesus instruct His disciples to respond to the offense taken by the Pharisees (Matthew 15:14)?

How does our Lord differ with the Pharisees over the source of defilement?  Where has this been dealt with earlier in Matthew?  What are the implications of our Lord’s teaching here (see especially Mark 7:19; compare Acts 10-11)?

How do our Lord’s differences with the Pharisees over defilement help to explain the opposition of the Pharisees to Jesus?

How does this passage in Matthew fit into the immediate context?  How does it fit into Matthew’s overall argument?

Did Jesus change the Law here (particularly according to Mark 7:19)?  When and how can we be confident that a portion of the Old Testament Law has been set aside?  

By changing a portion of the Law, by implication what does this say about Jesus’ authority regarding Jewish traditions?

What was the error that Jesus was seeking to correct in our text?

What manifestations of this error might one find today?

How do we discern and identify modern day “traditions” that contradict the commandments of God?

How can we distinguish between a “tradition” and a “commandment of God”?

In the light of Acts 10 and 11, what are the applications and implications of our Lord’s teaching on defilement, commandments, and traditions?
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