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The Great Debate:  Death and Taxes
Matthew 22:15-33
January 23, 2005
Scripture Reading for Lesson 69
Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26

Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40; Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Genesis 38:1-11;

Ruth 4:1-12; Exodus 3:1-6
Study Questions
Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26 

Matthew 22:15 links verses 16-22 with what precedes.  What has just happened?  Who is opposing Jesus, and why?  What is noteworthy about the two groups who conspire to oppose Jesus?  Just exactly what is the issue they are raising?  How would this issue be more difficult for a Jew in those days than for us?  What is their intended goal (compare Luke 20:19-20)?  Why did they wish to trap Jesus in His own words (Matthew 22:15)?  What might this accomplish, besides getting Jesus arrested?  How do our Lord’s opponents seek to set Jesus up by the way they introduce their question?  What is the specific question, and why is it something like asking a married man, “Have you stopped beating your wife yet?”  What were our Lord’s only options (at least as His opponents planned it)?  I call this an example of “binary thinking” – supposing that any question has only one of two possible answers.  How does Jesus change their paradigm, to show that their underlying (binary) reasoning is wrong?  How might this apply to certain biblical or theological questions that we might face?  (What are some examples of binary thinking in the church today?)  Why does Jesus call them hypocrites?  In what way(s) were they hypocritical?   What kind of coin did Jesus ask to see (verse 19)?  What other kinds of coins were there (see Matthew 21:12)?  What is the governing principle that our Lord sets down here?  How does this question relate to Christians living under the rule of a secular government in any age?  Think of some of the practical implications of our Lord’s response.  Try to give examples of things that belong to Caesar (government), and other things that belong to God.  Does this have anything to do with “separation of church and state”?       

Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Genesis 38:1-11; Ruth 4:1-12; Exodus 3:1-6
Read through the Old Testament passages (except for Exodus 3:1-6), to learn the background of the question that is being asked.  How (and why) has the opposition changed here in this second test?  What do we know about this group of opponents?  Why does Matthew (also Mark and Luke) include the parenthetical remark recorded in Matthew 22:23?  

What were Jesus’ opponents seeking to accomplish by asking their question?  Was their purpose the same as the Pharisees in the preceding verses?  What point were they trying to make, and with whom were they trying to make it?  Jesus does not use the word “hypocrite” here (it is also absent in both Mark and Luke).  Could He have done so?  What was hypocritical about this question?  Aside from the errors Jesus pointed out in His opponents’ question, what else was wrong with the question, that Matthew expects his readers to grasp, but which Jesus did not directly address?  Of what did Jesus accuse His questioners?  Note Luke’s added comment in Luke 20:39-40.

Jesus said that His questioners were “deceived” (NET Bible) or “mistaken” (NASB).  How were they “deceived” or “mistaken”?  How does Jesus “prove” the resurrection of the dead from the Old Testament?  

How did these two questions (about taxes and marriage) serve our Lord’s (and Matthew’s) purposes?  How are these matters relevant to us today?
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