Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide
Lesson 73

The Height of Hypocrisy, Part III
Matthew 23:25-39
February 27, 2005
Scripture Reading for Lesson 73
Matthew 23:25-39

Mark 7:4-23

Luke 11:37-54; 13:31-35

Acts 7:51-54; 23:3

Study Questions

Be sure to read the other texts listed above, and consider their contribution to our understanding our Lord’s words in Matthew 23.

Summarize the evils in view in Matthew 23:13-24.  What change of emphasis or focus do you find when you reach verse 25?  Compare the evil(s) addressed in verses 25ff. with our Lord’s indictment of the scribes and Pharisees in verses 1-7.  What, if anything, do the final three woe’s (verses 25, 27, and 29) have in common?

Taking each of these final three “woe’s” separately, specify the woe, give an example of this evil from the gospels, and seek to identify the underlying evil.  What is the hypocrisy involved?  Then, see if you can think of any ways in which this evil is practiced today.

Verses 25-26

· The evil identified and hypocrisy exposed

· Examples of this evil in the gospels

· Underlying evil

· Ways this evil is practiced today

Verses 27-28

· The evil identified and hypocrisy exposed

· Examples of this evil in the gospels

· Underlying evil

· Ways this evil is practiced today

Verses 29-36

· The evil identified and hypocrisy exposed

· Examples of this evil in the gospels

· Underlying evil

Ways this evil is practiced today

Why do you think the last “woe” (verses 29-36) is longer, and more detailed?  What is different about this final “woe”?  How does this final “woe” pave the way for verses 37-39?

Why is Jerusalem specifically named in the final verses of chapter 23 (verses 37-39)?  Why does our Lord cite from Psalm 118:26 in verse 39?  

What is the point of verses 37-39?  How does it serve to link the “woe’s” of Matthew 23 with the prophecies of chapter 24?

What was our Lord’s purpose or intent in saying what He did to the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23?

What would you expect the effect of our Lord’s words in chapter 23 to be …
· … on the masses?

· … on the disciples?

· … on the scribes and Pharisees?

· … on the rest of the leaders in Jerusalem?

What part does Matthew 23 play in the development of Matthew’s argument?

How do we apply these words of Jesus, directed against unbelieving Jewish religious leaders, to ourselves?
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