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Scripture reading for Lesson 77

Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 25:14-30

Matthew 25:31-46

Study Questions

Read all of Matthew 25.  

What is the context in which our passage is found?  How did chapter 24 end?  How do the parables of chapter 25 relate to this context?

Jesus is now using parables for the third time in Matthew (13:1-53; 21:28-22:14; 25:1-46).  How does our Lord’s use of parables here differ from the two previous instances of His teaching in parables?

What elements do all three parables in Matthew 25 have in common?

Toward whom was the parable of the 10 virgins directed?  Who was to learn from it, and what was to be learned?

What did all ten virgins have in common?

What distinguished the “foolish” virgins from the “wise” virgins?

What circumstance made the distinction between the two groups of virgins evident?

Compare the words of the five foolish virgins and the response of the bridegroom to the words found in Matthew 7:21-23.

What does it mean to be ready?  In what sense were the five virgins not ready? 

What is the consequence of not being ready?

Why do the wise virgins refuse to share their oil?  Is this right?  What lesson is to be learned here?

What are the lessons to be learned from this parable?  What is the meaning and application of this parable for us today?
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