Studies in the Gospel of Matthew

Study Guide — Lesson 79
Separating the Sheep from the Goats

May, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 79:  Matthew 25:31-46

Study Questions

Read all of Matthew 25.  How does our text fit into the context in which our passage is found?  

What does this passage teach us about the Lord’s coming?  

Notice the two-fold mention of angels in our text (verses 31, 41).  Why the mention of angels?

What do you make of the fact that all nations will be assembled before our Lord, but that He will separate men from men, not nation from nation (verse 32)?
Up until now, there seem to be many who appear to be heaven-bound who don’t make it (like the five foolish virgins in the previous verses).  Many who will end up in hell don’t seem to expect it.  Here, it is our Lord who divides men, like a shepherd separates sheep from goats.  How hard does this appear to be for our Lord?  What factors are taken into account here when men are separated at the judgment?

In what way does meeting the needs of the destitute and desperate minister to the Lord Himself?  Besides this text, what other passages would link ministry to the poor and ministry to Jesus?  Compare Matthew 10:42 and Mark 9:41 with our Lord’s teaching in our text.  Why is one’s response to the poor so important that it seems to have eternal consequences in our text?

How is it that the righteous (the sheep) are unaware of their good works, just as the wicked (the goats) seem to be unaware of their lack of good works?  What does this imply or suggest?

Here, elsewhere in Matthew, and in other New Testament texts, salvation is related to good works just as condemnation is related to evil (or no) works.  How do we explain this, in light of the fact that we are saved by faith, and not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7)?  How does the fact that men are unconscious of their works (good or bad) here relate to salvation by faith, and not by works?

Do you think it is significant that hell is described as “being prepared for the devil and his angels” (verse 41)?

What is the primary message or principle in our text, and what are some areas of practical application?  If we took this text seriously, what would change?
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