Study Guide
Lesson 80
The Passover, Plan: Man Proposes, God Disposes

Matthew 26:1-29

May 29, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 80: Matthew 26:1-29

Study Questions

What is new about this segment of Matthew? Consider the previous context and its relationship to our text. Imagine yourself as one of the disciples. You have asked Jesus about the time of His coming and the end of the age (24:3). Jesus has indicated that His return and the end of the age are in the more distant future. He has warned of great trials and tribulations. He has urged His disciples to endure and persevere. He has warned of false prophets and messiahs. He has exhorted His disciples to be about the work of the kingdom when He returns. And now we read this:

1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he told his disciples, 2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified” (Matthew 26:1-2).

How must the disciples have felt about this?

While Jesus is speaking to His disciples about His death, the chief priests and elders of the people were meeting to talk about Jesus:

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people met together in the palace of the high priest, who was named Caiaphas. 4 They planned to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, so that there won’t be a riot among the people” (Matthew 26:3-5).

Why do you think Matthew put these two conversations (verses 1-2, and verses 3-5) side-by-side? 

These leaders had established some very specific guidelines for the manner in which Jesus would be eliminated. What were they? Why does Matthew include them? Compare the plans of the religious leaders (verses 3-5) with the prophecy of Jesus (verse 2). Whose plan prevailed? Why must our Lord’s plan prevail, and not that of the religious leaders?

Matthew now tells the story of the anointing of Jesus by an unnamed woman. (Isn’t it interesting that although she is not named, she is honored publicly – in the words of Jesus and in Scripture – for her actions?) How does this story of the anointing of Jesus build upon the words of Jesus in verse 2 and the conversation of the religious leaders in verses 3-5? Compare the account of John 12:1-8 with Matthew’s account. What additional insight does John add? 

What is the relationship between verses 1-13 and verses 14-16? Do you think the religious leaders informed Judas of their restrictions, as recorded in verses 3-5? What, then, would a “good opportunity” (verse 16) look like?

What happens in verses 17-19? Compare verses 17-19 with Mark 14:12-16 and Luke 22:7-13. By comparing these three accounts, who were “the disciples” who went to prepare for the Passover Meal? How did Jesus orchestrate the events of this “private” meeting with His disciples in such a way as to prevent it from becoming the “good opportunity” both Judas and the religious leaders were seeking?

Now consider Matthew’s account of the Passover Meal in verses 20-25. Compare Matthew’s account with those of Mark (14:17-21), Luke (22:1-38), and John (13:1-30). Who is primarily in view in Matthew 26:20-25? If you were Judas, would you think that you had been found out? Would you fear that the other disciples would figure out that you were the betrayer? After Judas left (John 13:30), did he ever rejoin Jesus and the disciples before His arrest? How would this modify the plans of Judas and the Jewish religious leaders? 

What is the subject of verses 26-29? How does it relate to the earlier verses in Matthew 26? How do these verses (26-29) help to explain the reason for our Lord’s death, how and when He died?

Jesus has come as the “Messiah,” the “King of the Jews.” What is king-like in the first 29 verses of chapter 26?

In what ways, should Matthew 26:1-29 inspire us to worship our Lord Jesus? 
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