Study Guide
Lesson 82
Mankind on Trial
Matthew 27:1-31

June 12, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 82:  Matthew 27:1-32 (parallel texts are Mark 15:1-21; Luke 23:1-26; John 18:28-19:16)

Study Questions

Of what crime had the Jewish religious leaders found Jesus guilty (see John 10:31-33; 11:45-53; 12:9-10, 17-19; Matthew 26:63-66)?

Why do you think the Jews delivered Jesus over to Pilate, and thus to Rome (see 27:2)?  What is the biblical reason?

Compare the response of Judas to what he had done to that of the chief priests and elders (27:3-4).  Compare the way Judas and the Jewish leaders dealt with the thirty pieces of silver (verses 5-8).  How does Matthew want us to understand this (verses 9-10)?

What is the essence of verses 11-14?  Compare this with Isaiah 53:7.    What question from Pilate did Jesus answer, and why?  Why did Jesus remain silent from this point on (compare Mark 15:5)?  Why would silence not be unusual, even in a courtroom today?  What was happening, while Jesus was silent?  Was this unusual?  Why do you think Matthew chose not to record the accusations of the chief priests and elders?  What impact could this have on the reader?  What additional information do we gain about the charges that were made against Jesus from Luke 23:1-25 and John 18:28-19:16?     

What is Pilate’s personal judgment concerning the guilt of Jesus?  How do you know?  What unique information does Matthew provide us regarding Pilate’s insight into the relationship between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders?

For whom would Pilate annually release a prisoner at the feast?  How bad was Barabbas (see Matthew 27:16; Mark 15:7; Luke 23:18-19; John 18:40)?  Do you think Pilate had any idea that the people would choose Barabbas over Jesus?

What significant change in popular response toward Jesus has taken place in the course of events described by Matthew, and how do you explain it?  

How does the mention of Pilate’s wife further Matthew’s argument?

What prompted Pilate to finally give in, and turn Jesus over for crucifixion?

Assuming that Matthew is making a case for the innocence of our Lord and the guilt of the Jews, what are the primary lines of evidence for both?

How are the Gentiles also indicted by these events?  Why is the passage important to the gospel message?

What areas of personal application do you find in this passage?
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