Study Guide
Lesson 83
The Day Christ Died
Matthew 27:32-61
June 26, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 83:  Matthew 27:32-61 (Parallel texts are Mark 15:22-47; Luke 23:32-56; John 19:17-42).

Study Questions

What do you think Matthew’s purpose might be for including the reference to Simon the Cyrenian being pressed into service to carry our Lord’s cross (verse 32)?   

Why was Jesus unwilling to drink in verse 34, and yet was willing to drink in verse 48?

What indications of the fulfillment of Scripture does Matthew give in his account of our Lord’s death?  Why is this important to Matthew?  Why is it important to us?

What is the importance of the sign that was hung over our Lord’s head (verse 37)?

Who does Matthew indicate as those who were mocking Jesus and hurling abuse at Him (verses 39-44)?  Why does Matthew specify more than one group?  What is the essence of their mocking?  What was the logic or reasoning behind this mocking?

What was the purpose of the darkness that lasted three hours (verse 45)?

How were Jesus’ words, which He cried out about the 9th hour (verses 45-46) understood (or misunderstood)?  What was the true meaning of these words?

Why do you think Jesus cried out with a loud voice as He gave up His spirit (verse 50)?  In what way(s) was the death of Jesus unusual, and what did this signify?

Why does Matthew mention the women who looked on from a distance (verses 55-56)?  How many were there?  Who is conspicuously absent in this account of our Lord’s death?

Why do you think Matthew mentions Joseph of Arimathea?

Read through all of the gospel accounts, and identify the unique contributions of each gospel.  What elements does Matthew omit, or give little attention to?  What is the unique emphasis or contribution of Matthew’s account of our Lord’s death and burial?  

What impression are you left with when you read Matthew’s account of the death and burial of Jesus?  Why is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ death important?

What impact should this account have on an unbeliever?  On a Christian?
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