Study Guide

Ruth:  A Story of Redemption
Lesson 4
Redeemed
Ruth 4:1-22
February 7, 2010
Reading:  
Ruth 1-4, particularly chapter 4
Genesis 38, especially verses 6-11

Deuteronomy 25:5-10

Matthew 22:23-33, especially verse 24
Study Questions

What was the purpose of the levirate marriage (see Genesis 38; Deuteronomy 25; Matthew 22 above)?

How was a levirate marriage supposed to work?  Why was this important for the Israelites of that day?
How did the levirate marriage apply to Naomi, Elimelech (and his sons), Ruth, and Boaz?

Why did Onan (Genesis 38:6-10) and Elimelech’s closest kin (Ruth 4:1-6) refuse to fulfill their obligation in regard to levirate marriage?  What were the implications for Boaz if he fulfilled his role in this matter?  How was a brother who refused his duty to his dead brother to be viewed (see Deuteronomy 25)?
Why is levirate marriage not practiced or advocated in the New Testament or today?

How would you characterize Boaz’s handling of the matter of the redemption of Elimelech’s property and posterity?  What do we learn about Boaz’s character from chapter 4?
How would you compare Boaz’s handling of this situation in chapter 4 with Naomi’s approach in chapter three?

How did God bless Boaz for his faithfulness?

How does the story of Ruth (and especially chapter 4) relate to the statement, “There was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes?”
Why did the people who witnessed the legal transaction at the city gates liken the situation with Ruth and Boaz to that of Rachel and Leah, and to Judah and Tamar (4:11-12)?

Why does the author give us the genealogy that we find in 4:18-22, starting with Perez?

What can we learn from this chapter, and from the story of Ruth?
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