Study Guide

Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians
Lesson 14
Scripture Twisting and the Second Coming, Part 2 

2 Thessalonians 2:6-12

September 26, 2010

Scripture reading: Daniel 7, 9, 11; Matthew 24; 2 Thessalonians chapter 2

Study Questions
Can we know who or what the “restrainer” is (verse 6)?  What are some possible explanations of his identity?  Does it bother you that the Thessalonian saints seem to know the identity of the “restrainer” (verse 6) but we can’t be as certain about it? What do we know for certain about “the restrainer” and the timing of the coming of this “lawless one”? 

What is the relationship between the coming of the “lawless one” (verse 3) and the fact that “the mystery of lawlessness is already at work” (verse 7)?  In what way is lawlessness a mystery?  In what way is lawlessness already at work?  How does this relate to the coming of the “lawless one”?
According to what Paul has written in 1 & 2 Thessalonians, what is the sequence of events that must occur before the appearance of our Lord?  How does this back up Paul’s claim that the Day of the Lord had not yet come?

What is the “lawless one’s” relationship to Satan (verse 10-11)?

In the light of Paul’s description of our Lord’s confrontation with the “lawless one” how much of a struggle is his defeat and destruction?  What is the point of Paul’s description of this confrontation?
Compare the deceitfulness of the “lawless one” (verses 9-10) with the delusion our Lord gives those who are perishing (verses 11-12).  Compare this to Romans 1:18-32.
What are the most important truths that we learn from our text?  What does our text teach that all Christians should agree upon?
What are some of the practical implications and applications of our text?
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