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 Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church

Study Guide

Lesson 2

What Makes the Church So Special?
January 27, 2008
Scripture Texts:
Acts 2:41-47; 14:21-23; 19:1, 8-10; 20:7-32

1 Corinthians 5, 11, 14

Ephesians 5:15-21

Colossians 3:12-17

1 Corinthians 4:16-17; 7:17; 11:16; 14:33; 16:1

Exodus 19:6; Ephesians 2:11-22; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 1:6

Galatians 6:16; Romans 11:1-32

Study Questions

How is the life and ministry of the New Testament church different from the way Israel worshipped and served God?

In what ways is the church related to the Old Testament economy?  In what ways is the church “better” than what Israel had in the Old Testament economy?

What is the relationship between Israel and the church, now and in the future?

What do we know about the ways in which the New Testament church functioned?  
Does the New Testament describe various ways of doing church, or do you see a more uniform picture regarding the practices of the New Testament churches?
Try to think of some of the non-negotiable areas of church practice (that is, elements or aspects of church life and practice that should not be changed or set aside).  
What might be some areas where there is a measure of freedom and flexibility?  How do we determine what things are optional and what things are not?  
What is the difference between New Testament precepts (commands), New Testament principles, and New Testament practices?  Can you think of examples of each?

How do you explain the great variety in the way churches function?

What is sacrificed when Christians choose to “do church” in a way that is not consistent with the Scriptures?

Copyright © 2008 by Robert L. Deffinbaugh. This is the edited Study Guide of Lesson 2 in the series, Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style, prepared by Robert L. Deffinbaugh for January 27, 2008.  Anyone is at liberty to use this lesson for educational purposes only, with or without credit.
