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Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church
Study Guide

Lesson 6
The Heart of a New Testament Church
March 9, 2008
What this lesson is all about:  Being a New Testament church is more than just having the right forms and structures.  It begins with having the right attitudes, the right mindset.  Apart from this, all the right forms will benefit us very little.  In this lesson, we will seek to identify some of the heart attitudes which should characterize individual Christians and the church as a whole.

Scripture texts indicating the need for a new heart:

Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6 


Mark 7:18-23 

Isaiah 29:13 


Luke 6:43-45 
Jeremiah 4:4; 17:9


Romans 2:28-29

Ezekiel 11:19-20 


Ephesians 6:5-6

2 Timothy 2:22

Jesus exposes the wicked hearts of His adversaries, the scribes and Pharisees, who often had the right “forms,” but not the right heart:

Matthew 9:13; 12:7; 23:25-28  

Luke 13:11-17; 18:11-12 

Scriptures indicating believers have a new mind in Christ:

Romans 12:1-2, 9-16


Ephesians 4:1-3; 4:25—5:2

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 


Philippians 1:27—2:8

2 Corinthians 2:14—3:18 


Colossians 3:5-17

Galatians 5:16-26


1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; 5:8

Study Questions

Identify some of the fundamental attitudes that should characterize the Christian individually, and the church corporately.  Back up each attitude with a text of Scripture.  How will each of these attitudes contribute to the health and ministry of the church?  How are these essential attitudes contrasted by the scribes and Pharisees in the Gospels?
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