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Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church
Study Guide

Lesson 7
Who’s in Charge Here?  Leadership in the New Testament Church
March 16, 2008
Scripture Texts:

Ezekiel 34:1-24

John 10:7-18

Matthew 23:1-12

Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:11-16; 5:22-33

Colossians 1:15-20; 2:9-10, 16-19

1 Peter 2:4-10; 5:1-4

3 John 9-12

Titus 1:5-9

Acts 6:1-6; 13:1-4; 15:1-29; 20:17-35

Study Questions

Every Evangelical church would confidently proclaim Jesus as the Head of the church.  Taking the Scripture texts listed above into consideration, what does it mean to be the “head” of the church?  (Be careful to consider Colossians 1:15-20 when thinking through what “headship” should look like in the church.)   In what ways does (or should) the headship of Christ over the church affect the way we “do church?” 

How should the headship of Christ be evident or demonstrated when the church gathers on Sunday?  How should the headship of Christ be evident in our Sunday schedule?  What is the role of the Holy Spirit in relation to the headship of Christ?

What are the implications of the “priesthood of all believers” for church leadership?  How does making a distinction between “laity” and “clergy” relate to the headship of Christ?  How should the headship of Christ affect or impact church leadership?  How should the headship of Christ be evident in preaching?  How should the headship of Christ be evident in our prayers?

Are there ways of “doing church” that might be inconsistent with the headship of Christ over His church?  What might some of these ways be?  What corrections would be called for?

How should the authority of the Scriptures impact the way church leaders lead in the church?  How was this an issue with the Reformers?  What was their position on the authority of the Scriptures and human authority?
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