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Scripture Texts:

Genesis 1:26; 2:18-25; 3:1-21


John 4:27
Leviticus 12:1-5



1 Corinthians 11:1-16; 14:33-38; 16:1-6

Matthew 20:20-28 



Galatians 3:27-29

Luke 8:1-3; 10:38-42



1 Timothy 2:8-15

Study Questions

What are the doctrinal foundations for the New Testament teaching on the role of women in the leadership of the church?  Specifically, how do Genesis 1-3 bear on this matter?

What do you think Leviticus 12:1-5 teaches us about making distinctions on the basis of gender?  Some people contend that Galatians 3:27-29 overthrows the teaching of the Old Testament and distinctions between men and women.  If this were so, how would one handle texts like 1 Corinthians 11:8-12; 14:34; and 1 Timothy 2:13-14?  What is the point of Galatians 3:28, in context?
How do we deal with a text like Judges 4-5 (Deborah, Jael, and Barak), where a woman clearly appears to be leading men?  I strongly encourage you to read Hampton Keathley’s excellent article on “The Role of Women in the Book of Judges”:  http://bible.org/page.php?page_id=1481.  Do such “exceptions” negate the rule?
From the Gospels, how does our Lord’s treatment of women differ from others in that culture at that moment in time?  What is our Lord’s attitude toward women?  Why does Jesus not use women as disciples, or place them in any position of leadership?  What role did women play in our Lord’s ministry?  Do you think those women felt short-changed by the way our Lord dealt with them?

Do Acts and the New Testament Epistles substantially change the way Jesus dealt with women?

What do you believe the New Testament teaches about the ministry of women in the church?  Does the context (the kind or place of meeting) make any difference?  In other words, are there some restrictions which would apply in the church meeting (for us this would be the Lord’s Table and the preaching hour on Sunday morning) that might not apply elsewhere, such as in a ministry group meeting, or in the context of the home?  If women are not allowed to teach or lead men, but can teach children, where is the line to be drawn between a child and a man?
Given the nature of ministry (Matthew 20:20-28) and texts like Luke 10:38-42, are women “second class citizens” in the church?  Why or why not?    
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