The Ages of the Antediluvian Patriarchs In Genesis 5

Andrew P. Kvasnica

2005 Student Academic Conference, Dallas Seminary

Introduction

Numbers command attention. Whether it's on a recipe, on a price tag, on a head count, or on a paycheck, numbers make us search for their meaning, and we trust that meaning to be dependable. We hope that number one means first place, and that having twins means there are two new babies rather than five. Numbers have inherent reliability.

Sometimes, though, when sweat is pouring down your face, you might venture a guess and say, "Man, it must be 500 degrees!" Also, why does the 13th floor contain more underlying meaning than just the floor on level 13? Some numbers have inherent meaning that varies from their stated value—numbers given for effect.

The numbers in Gen 5 appear to be actual long ages of the antediluvian patriarchs. However, many have taken note of their atypically extensive size. Living over 900 years?! This has caused many scholars and other curious people to plunge into finding out what these numbers actually mean.

This paper is designed to present the various major issues regarding the interpretation of the numbers in Gen 5. Realistically, the issue must essentially include numerical, literary, rhetorical, cultural, historical, chronological, grammatical, geographical, and authorial issues (besides many more, probably). To interpret Gen 5 without considering all of the factors listed above is simply an incomplete interpretation. So, this paper is meant to reach a conclusion on a small part of the vast whole. It covers the numerical aspect of Gen 5 followed by a brief evaluation of some noted literary factors. 

On the Meaning of the Numbers

Contemporary and historical solutions to the numbers in Gen 5 show three categories of general interpretation: literal, symbolic, and fictional/symbolic. Among these solutions, there is also an interpretation that combines the literal and symbolic view. This view, as literal/symbolic, is discussed following the symbolic view.
The Literal View

Historically, the most prevalent way to take these numbers is as literal ages.
 The numbers mean what they appear at first sight to mean. This is reason enough for many. Some add reasons to this and hold that the patriarchs needed to personally pass on to future generations the wisdom and art that they learned—such a duty, it is said, could not have happened during a "normal" life span of 70 or 80 years.
 Luther states that these patriarchs also had a better diet, more sound bodies, and experienced a less developed impact of sin on the physical creation.
 Some also propose longevity based on the idea of a water vapor canopy that protected the earth from physically and genetically harmful solar radiation.
 

Against this, though, factors are brought up opposing a literal reading of the numbers. First, the numbers don't appear to be random. Each number in Gen 5 (except Methuselah's 969 years) ends in either a 0, 5, 2, or 7, which can be thought of as a factor of 5 (0 or 5) and at times adding 7 (e.g. 5 + 7 = 12). Etz implies that the chance of this happening without deliberate alteration is essentially impossible.
 Some feel that the definition of "year" was different in this context and should rather mean "month" or "day." For example, Methuselah at the age of 969 years would instead be only 969 months, or now, 81 years by the new figuring—a more reasonable age in today's standards. Using this definition, though, places the numbers into even more severe problems than at the outset.
 This issue loses weight, too, just by the context of Gen 6. Wenham agrees that a year at that time was still about 360 days.
 Westermann, though, asserts that the basic issue of "greater human vitality" is not reason enough to explain the ages.

Taking these numbers literally would also require reconciling differences between them in the MT, LXX, and SP. The totals of the ages in these are 1,556 (MT), 2,142 (LXX), and 1,207 (SP) years. To solve this dilemma, some suggest that there was an artificial scheme that was developed for these texts.
 Dealing with this difficulty, Larsson contends that those who redacted Genesis "did not look upon the ages of the patriarchs as historical data but used them to develop systems with different purposes."
 What then is this system? Larsson proposes a varied use of chronology and different calendars by the scribes of the different text traditions.
 This, however, doesn't solve any difficulty with the size of the numbers.

Although taking the numbers at face value seems most appropriate (as in our present culture), the general size of the ages leads many to reconsider their validity as actual ages. The solving of the MT/LXX/SP number differences seems to contribute to the difficulty of seeing these numbers as actual ages. However, there are still many proponents of the literal interpretation of these numbers.

The Symbolic View

Many also propose a symbolic use of the numbers. To lay the foundation, Waltke states that there is enough evidence for this in the Scripture that it couldn't have been coincidence,
 and Plaut states that there is a "biblical predilection for number symbolism."
 Some of these matters are in relation to the prevalence of the numbers seven and ten, known respectively in diverse ancient Near Eastern texts for their perfection and completeness. The list of ten names in Gen 5 has caused many to see an "undoubtedly" deliberate construction of the names to fit the scheme of an "optimal ten-generation pattern" which would then "lend an authentic ring" to this genealogy.
 

Larsson supports the symbolic use of numbers stating that playing with numbers, the magic of certain figures, and the symbolism of certain dates was "nothing new in the chronology of the Bible."
 However, Hasel contends that some of the foundations of this system are weak. He cites the missing connection between the strength of the historical content of the OT and the use of this system that seems to take that history lightly.

Barnouin suggests a different symbolic use of the numbers. He proposes the scribal use of synodic periods of the planets for some of the numbers in Gen 5. For example, 777 (the years of Lamech) would be related to the cumulative synodic periods of Jupiter and Saturn; 962 (of Jared) would be related in the same way to Venus and Saturn.
 He suggests that, according to the Babylonians, there was a connection between age and astrologic periods. Wenham doubts this however, except that it might show the orderliness of life.

There is plenty of literature that proposes number symbolism in the Bible, but the prospect of it being used for all numbers in Gen 5 still isn't convincing to some. The trouble with the symbolism is that among all of the conjectures, no one knows for certain what the numbers symbolize.

The Literal/Symbolic View

Some suggest a system of figuring the numbers based on knowledge of ancient Near Eastern king lists and the use of a sexagesimal number system (i.e., base 60, rather than the decimal base 10). The figuring for this is essentially based on the Sumerian King List, which is a list of kings who reigned before and after the flood. In general, the numbers of some of the Sumerian texts show a predilection to the number 60.
 Because of the age longevity comparisons between the SKL and the genealogy of Gen 5, scholars searched to find a way to link the Sumerian method of reckoning numbers to the biblical text. Using the number 60 as a starting point, proposals have been made on how the large numbers of Gen 5 were actually to be seen against the backdrop of the Sumerian number system.

Despite the interesting appearance of correlating the numbers between the two texts, heated disagreement exists as to whether or not this system of figuring can be adequately used to explain the numbers in Gen 5. The debate hinges not only on the validity of the math and possible Mesopotamian connection between the SKL and Gen 5, but also on the validity of comparing these two texts. Wenham finds the math interesting, but doubts its appropriate use in understanding Gen 5,
 and Hasel contends that the whole comparison seems forced to fit together.
 Bailey, though, has kept the connection alive,
 also along with Walton.

Because of the continuing debate on the alleged connection between the SKL and Gen 5, here is a basic look at some pros and cons to each position. Bailey sets forth five reasons why the parallel should be maintained,
 but these are fairly simplistic and have little weight in many of the foundational matters concerning the SKL and Gen 5.
 Cassuto states that there is "a similarity here than cannot be considered fortuitous." He also claims that there was "undoubted" Israelite knowledge of the Babylonian tradition of genealogies as well as a shared appreciation of the sexagesimal system, the number seven, and the span of five years (which is to be noted, 60 months).
 Because of this, he feels that the writer of the Torah used the Babylonian tradition, but desired to "purify and refine" the generations and ages and "to harmonize them with its own spirit."
 Walton states that, since the totals of the numbers in the two texts can be found in the same mathematical way, that there was a "common tradition;" and therefore, possibly there was a time when they were the same text—"coincidence [that these texts were never related] is out of the question."
 

Against the SKL/Gen 5 correlation, Hasel counters with a diverse array of observations. Gen 5 is a history of mankind, whereas the SKL is a history of a people; Gen 5 is the creation of mankind, whereas the SKL is the establishment of a kingship; Gen 5 is a genealogy, whereas the SKL is a king list; Gen 5 has no hint of a "political ideology or ideal," whereas the SKL is political;
 Gen 5 is the tracing of ancestors, whereas the SKL is the unification of the land; and, Gen 5 has ten listings, whereas the SKL (in different copies) has from seven to ten.
 Hess continues the assault by observing that Gen 5 involves kinship relations, whereas the SKL deals with succession of rulership and office holders; Gen 5 numbers are to record lifespan, whereas the SKL's are for length of reign; Gen 5 moves the reader to look to the future, whereas the SKL looks to the past.

Based on the arguments, it seems that to completely connect and interpret one of these texts by using the other appears to be incorrect. This is based on what seems to be the more foundational reasons behind each text. Still, though, as supported by Cassuto, Bailey, and Walton, the solution to understanding the numbers of Gen 5 by using the SKL method seems to amaze most who study the possible correlation.

The Fictional/Symbolic View

Lastly, some suggest a completely fictional interpretation of the numbers of Gen 5. Although claiming that there is a good level of historicity with the names and people, Kitchen sees the numbers as "pure myth."
 Jacobs concurs that these are only legendary numbers resulting from the "fictitious reduction of the enormous numbers" found in other cultures.
 Others contend that these numbers were only meant to point the reader to a time in an "unimaginably distant past,"
 or that they were meant to show the "progressive deterioration of everything,"
 or that the numbers only are meant to signify that the patriarchs were "larger than life" and thus superior to their descendants.

However, the numbers still refer to something. So, some propose solutions by using decimal mathematics. Etz states that the writer of Genesis began with "a set of [invented] plausible numbers." From there, "each lifespan (except Enoch's) was increased by 300 years," and Enoch's by only 100 years. Then all numbers were multiplied by 10, then divided by 4, and "rounded down to whole numbers if necessary."
 He suggests that the patriarchs had life spans similar to today—these normal life spans make up his originating "plausible numbers."

Another computation is proposed by Young. His figuring is based on Babylonian sexagesimal algebra with which he states you can account for all but three figures in both genealogies of Gen 5 and 11: those figures being 777, 365, and 110, which, he states, have already been solved by other methods.
 For example, Adam's lifespan could be found by using the formula x² + ax = b where (for Adam) x = 30 and, in this case, a = 1. After computing, the result is 930 years. Young states that this "basic type" of algebra is a "fitting manner" with which to begin a series of numbers regarding the patriarchs.
 To calculate the ages of other patriarchs, one would use any of a number of different algebraic formulas. He states that his calculations were apparently "the classic examples taught in the classrooms over the centuries" and that, based on persisting cultural mathematical methods, "a Sumerian writer of the late third millennium and a Jewish priest of the sixth century would have been exposed to essentially the same mathematical education in a Mesopotamian school."

Besides the general thought in the scholarly community that these methods are a little too involved, there is additional information shed regarding some views of the ancient Hebrews and math. It is mentioned that the rabbis had a lack of interest in theoretical math unless it applied to "practical applications that would help them to construct the Hebrew calendar."
 In agreement with this is that there was also a general lack of interest in math within the community unless it helped the people to live better quality lives.
 In light of this, it would seem difficult to imagine that the math problems above would be used in the chronologies or genealogies of the MT. However, the math does seem to amaze the observer.

A kaleidoscope of scholarly proposals have settled on the meaning of the numbers in Gen 5. Each proposal is met with an antagonistic view. The full meaning of these numbers, in the end, appears uncertain. Josephus (although supporting a literal view) comments on the number and longevity issue by stating, "let everyone look upon [these matters] as he thinks fit."
 Sarna comments that what these numbers represent individually or collectively, symbolically or schematically, are "presently unknown...If any such exists, it has not yet yielded its secret."

On the Purpose of Gen 5, and other Literary Factors

Aside from trying to figure out the numbers directly, many scholars look simply at the overarching purpose of the genealogy in Gen 5. Out of the majority views, there are two different purposes given. The first is that the numbers, and everything included, are a literary means of communicating the divine blessing directly from God through Adam to Noah. This is termed the theological purpose of Gen 5.
 Others see the purpose of this genealogy as simply moving the narrative quickly from the story of Cain to the event of the flood.
 However people think about this second purpose, it is difficult to miss the extensive length of time that passes relatively quickly through this genealogy. Aside from what the numbers mean directly, many propose these purposes as the themes that drive the entire genealogy.

In regard to the purpose of the Gen 5 genealogy, I would briefly like to note what I feel are some significant literary aspects in the text. Many major things happen in the first five chapters of Genesis. Upon reaching the record of the descendents of Cain in 4:16, rhetorically the story speeds through the family line of Cain. Although the details of this family are major, they come across as less-so because of a less structured literary presentation and the author's method of keeping the reader/listener moving. The details seem to have no felt depth, and the roles of the descendents of Cain come across almost as if the author felt obligated to put them in the text. 

At Gen 4:25, the scene takes a dramatic shift, which is even heightened by some positive discourse from Adam's wife (directly contrasting the more negative feeling in discourse from Cain's family). The post-script in 4:26 about people beginning to worship the Lord draws the readers attention even more. In 5:1-2 there is a harkening back to the first creation of mankind in the Lord's image and likeness (which is lacking in 4:17), as if the Lord was doing something new again. Again, rhetorically, these things seem to slow down the reader/listener. Lastly, 5:3-31 seems long and deliberate (contrasted with the hurriedness and chaotic structure of 4:17-24) as if this was the place to sit and ponder. Enhancing this feeling, the multiple ages slow the pace of the text, and through its methodical rhythm, we learn about each descendant. The pace continues in a consistent way except when even more positive shifts in the pattern come (as with Enoch in 5:22-24). Then, after a while, the text lands at Noah, and it's on to another story.

Considering these literary factors, the overriding point of the Gen 5 genealogy seems to be a captivation for the reader/listener to see what God is doing. The rhetorical development before and during the genealogy lend to this purpose. In the genealogy, the size of the numbers (whatever they mean) add punch and cause the reader to take more notice of what's happening. To me, the purpose of the parts of the Gen 4 and 5 genealogies seem to contribute to this stark notice of what the Lord is recreating anew. Gen 5 tells of a line of mankind who will have the image and likeness of the Lord present in them to do a good work through the Lord's blessing. This overriding point must not be missed.

An Assessment

In regard to this foregoing glance at the purpose, it would seem that, as the numbers stand, they don't appear to be the point of the genealogy. In regard to their meaning, the field seems quite open. Each view of literal, symbolic, literal/symbolic, or fictional/symbolic interpretation of these numbers appears to carry enough strong evidence for and against each category. By looking at the evidence, it would appear that an assessment would yield inconclusive evidence to convincingly prefer one interpretation over another. However, a lack of determinative interpretation in this area does not cause the reader/listener to miss the point of the genealogy. Literary clues and the sheer presence of the numbers seem deliberately designed to lead us to sense the blessed work of the Lord through Adam and Seth. Levin notes a common view in regard to the structure of a genealogy: "form [of the genealogy] must always follow function" so that if the literary need is different, its presented form is different.
 The literary and structural factors in the Gen 5 genealogy and surrounding context seem to strongly support a primary point: the Lord's work in blessing this lineage. In light of this, all factors of this genealogy would be subservient to that main point, i.e., all details, including the meaning of the numbers, serve the overriding primary purpose of the genealogy. The form of this genealogy, with all of its details, follows its ultimate function.

Conclusion

A look at the technical information regarding the numbers of Gen 5 yielded various main camps regarding interpretation. Assessment of the technical evidence leads to a lack of convincing conclusiveness on the exact meaning of the numbers, i.e., an interpretation that can explain all of the issues and that rings true with all aspects of the text. The purpose of the genealogy (whether it be a theological purpose or a literary way to speed through time) helps the reader/listener to get a more primary point and not to get hopelessly lost on the details of the presentation.

In light of all this, I don't feel that our lack of conclusiveness of the exact meaning of the text should cause anyone to despair about the truthfulness of Scripture. I think it's fair to state that what the Lord intended to mean by these numbers and this genealogy is still what he intends, whether or not we understand it fully. I hold that the text, even apart from full human understanding, remains completely reliable to give its intended meaning.
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� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Wenham</Author><Year>1987</Year><RecNum>36</RecNum><Pages> 134</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>36</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Wenham, Gordon J.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genesis 1-15</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Biblical Commentary</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1987</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Waco, TX</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Books</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 134.� He states this while agreeing that Barnouin shows impressive math and striking coincidences.


� This is the summary of Wenham, � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Wenham</Author><Year>1987</Year><RecNum>36</RecNum><Pages> 134</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>36</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Wenham, Gordon J.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genesis 1-15</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Biblical Commentary</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1987</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Waco, TX</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Books</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Ibid.� See also � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Mathews</Author><Year>1996</Year><RecNum>16</RecNum><Pages> 301-02</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>16</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Mathews, Kenneth A.</style></author></authors><secondary-authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Clendenen, E. Ray</style></author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genesis 1-11:26</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>The New American Commentary</style></secondary-title></titles><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1A</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1996</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Nashville</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Broadman &amp; Holman Publishers</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis 1-11:26, vol. 1A, The New American Commentary, ed. E. Ray Clendenen (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 301-02.�


� For example, some of the lengths of reign in the SKL are listed to be 28,800 yrs, 36,000 yrs, or 18,600 yrs. Basing these numbers off of 60, the solutions are as follows: 28,800 = 60² x 8; 36,000 = 60² x 10; and finally, 18,600 = (60² x 5) + (60 x 10). Bailey has a chart working out all of the calculations of three different texts of the SKL where he uses calculations based off of 60 and the symbolic number 7, in � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Bailey</Author><Year>1996</Year><RecNum>3</RecNum><Pages> 90-91</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>3</rec-number><ref-type name='Book Section'>5</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Bailey, Lloyd R.</style></author></authors><secondary-authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Richard D. Weis and David M. Carr</style></author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Math as </style><style face='italic' font='default' size='100%'>Heilsgeschichte</style><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>?</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>A Gift of God in Due Season</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1996</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield, England</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield Academic Press Ltd</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Bailey, “Biblical Math as Heilsgeschichte?” 90-91.�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Wenham</Author><Year>1987</Year><RecNum>36</RecNum><Pages> 133</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>36</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Wenham, Gordon J.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genesis 1-15</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Biblical Commentary</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1987</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Waco, TX</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Word Books</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 133.� See also � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Mathews</Author><Year>1996</Year><RecNum>16</RecNum><Pages> 301 ft13</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>16</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Mathews, Kenneth A.</style></author></authors><secondary-authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Clendenen, E. Ray</style></author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genesis 1-11:26</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>The New American Commentary</style></secondary-title></titles><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1A</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1996</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Nashville</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Broadman &amp; Holman Publishers</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Mathews, Genesis 1-11:26, 301 ft13.�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Hasel</Author><Year>1980</Year><RecNum>54</RecNum><Pages> 65</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>54</rec-number><ref-type name='Journal Article'>17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Hasel, Gerhard F.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>The Meaning of the Chronogenealogies of Genesis 5 and 11</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Origins</style></secondary-title></titles><periodical><full-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Origins</style></full-title></periodical><pages><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>53-70</style></pages><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>7</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1980</style></year></dates><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Hasel, “The Meaning of the Chronogenealogies of Genesis 5 and 11,” 65.� This writer agrees that the figuring does appear very forced with both authors' figuring.


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Bailey</Author><Year>1996</Year><RecNum>3</RecNum><Pages> 94</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>3</rec-number><ref-type name='Book Section'>5</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Bailey, Lloyd R.</style></author></authors><secondary-authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Richard D. Weis and David M. Carr</style></author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Math as </style><style face='italic' font='default' size='100%'>Heilsgeschichte</style><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>?</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>A Gift of God in Due Season</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1996</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield, England</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield Academic Press Ltd</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Bailey, “Biblical Math as Heilsgeschichte?” 94.� He includes a chart calculating all of the numbers contained in Gen 5 (except the final ages of the patriarchs—the calculations shown could just be added together) by using combinations centered on the use of 60 and 7. All of the calculations yield their answers in months. He suggests that this is valid because 5 years (5 being another significant number) equals 60 months.


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Walton</Author><Year>1981</Year><RecNum>30</RecNum><Pages>207-08</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>30</rec-number><ref-type name='Journal Article'>17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Walton, John</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>The Antediluvian Section of the Sumerian King List and Genesis 5</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Archeologist</style></secondary-title></titles><periodical><full-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Archeologist</style></full-title></periodical><pages><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>207-08</style></pages><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>44</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1981</style></year></dates><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�John Walton, “The Antediluvian Section of the Sumerian King List and Genesis 5,” Biblical Archeologist 44 (1981): 207-08.�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Bailey</Author><Year>1996</Year><RecNum>3</RecNum><Pages> 92-93</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>3</rec-number><ref-type name='Book Section'>5</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Bailey, Lloyd R.</style></author></authors><secondary-authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Richard D. Weis and David M. Carr</style></author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Math as </style><style face='italic' font='default' size='100%'>Heilsgeschichte</style><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>?</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>A Gift of God in Due Season</style></secondary-title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1996</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield, England</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Sheffield Academic Press Ltd</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Bailey, “Biblical Math as Heilsgeschichte?” 92-93.� These include the divine activity at the outset, the same number of generations, the use of 60, the special 7th characters, and the similar age decrease and increase.


� This will be shown later in the presentation of those who don't see a parallel between these texts.


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Cassuto</Author><Year>1961</Year><RecNum>5</RecNum><Pages> 254-59</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>5</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Cassuto, U.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>A Commentary on the Book of Genesis, Part One: From Adam to Noah</style></title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1961</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Jerusalem</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Magnes Press</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�U. Cassuto, A Commentary on the Book of Genesis, Part One: From Adam to Noah (Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1961), 254-59.� He sees "very frequent" sexagesimal system use in Talmudic, midrashic, and biblical literature.


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Cassuto</Author><Year>1961</Year><RecNum>5</RecNum><Pages> 263</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>5</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Cassuto, U.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>A Commentary on the Book of Genesis, Part One: From Adam to Noah</style></title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1961</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Jerusalem</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Magnes Press</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Ibid., 263.� Also seeing Gen 5 as being influenced by the Mesopotamian tradition in the ten generations, the ages, and the last hero figure, is � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Wilson</Author><Year>1977</Year><RecNum>15</RecNum><Pages> 166</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>15</rec-number><ref-type name='Book'>6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Wilson, Robert R.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Genealogy and History in the Biblical World</style></title></titles><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1977</style></year></dates><pub-location><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>London</style></pub-location><publisher><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Yale University Press</style></publisher><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Robert R. Wilson, Genealogy and History in the Biblical World (London: Yale University Press, 1977), 166.�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Walton</Author><Year>1981</Year><RecNum>30</RecNum><Pages>207-08</Pages><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>30</rec-number><ref-type name='Journal Article'>17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Walton, John</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>The Antediluvian Section of the Sumerian King List and Genesis 5</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Archeologist</style></secondary-title></titles><periodical><full-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Biblical Archeologist</style></full-title></periodical><pages><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>207-08</style></pages><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>44</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1981</style></year></dates><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�Walton, “The Antediluvian Section of the Sumerian King List and Genesis 5,” 207-08.� He details a potential scenario on how the texts were originally related and subsequently came to look rather different. Using unearthed tablets from Ebla, he sets forth a case that the number system at Ebla was "decimal in its operations but sexagesimal in its symbolic notation (208)." Through all further implications of this, the basic end of the scenario is that there was scribal confusion resulting in a misinterpreting of one system of numbers for another. At that point, the numbers appeared radically different though started the same.


� For comments on the political nature of the SKL, see � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Hallo</Author><Year>1963</Year><RecNum>78</RecNum><record><database name='DTS Library.enl' path='C:\Documents and Settings\Andrew\My Documents\DTS Library.enl'>DTS Library.enl</database><source-app name='EndNote' version='8.0'>EndNote</source-app><rec-number>78</rec-number><ref-type name='Journal Article'>17</ref-type><contributors><authors><author><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Hallo, William W.</style></author></authors></contributors><titles><title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Royal Hymns and Mesopotamian Unity</style></title><secondary-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Journal of Cuneiform Studies</style></secondary-title></titles><periodical><full-title><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>Journal of Cuneiform Studies</style></full-title></periodical><pages><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>112-118</style></pages><volume><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>17</style></volume><dates><year><style face='normal' font='default' size='100%'>1963</style></year></dates><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�William W. Hallo, “Royal Hymns and Mesopotamian Unity,” Journal of Cuneiform Studies 17 (1963).�
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