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Lesson 1
Romans 1:1-3:20

First Day

Read   Romans 1:1-15    Greetings from Paul

1.  Paul introduces himself to the Church in Rome. How does he describe himself? What do these descriptive words mean?

2.  Paul is “set apart for the gospel.” List each phrase in vv. 2-5 that describes this gospel and what it means to you.

3.  In addressing the Roman Church, Paul says, “you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” Is this true of you? When were you “called to Christ”? Is that what you’re seeking now?

4.  Paul shares in vv. 8-15 his longings to visit the Church in Rome. List 4 statements that reveal his love and concern for them.

Second Day

Read   Romans 1:16-17    The Theme

1.  Paul was “not ashamed of the gospel.” Give examples from our culture that are situations where we might be “ashamed of the gospel.” Has this been true of you?
2.  What does the word “salvation” mean? Does everyone experience salvation? What are the conditions according to this passage?
3.  Read Habakkuk 2:4. Why would Paul quote an Old Testament prophet to explain the gospel?
4.  Verses 16-17 have been described as “the theme of Romans.” What does the word “theme” mean? In your own words write the theme of Romans according to these verses.
Third Day

Read   Romans 1:18-2:16    Depraved Gentiles and Critical Moralizers

1.  What is the “wrath of God”? Against what is it revealed? How is it revealed?

2.  What 2 truths about God are known to mankind through “general revelation”?
3.  Describe the downward spiral of those who knew God but rejected Him in vv. 21-31.

4.  Why does Paul warn us about passing judgment on the behavior of others in Romans 2:1-5?

5.  In 2:6 does the statement “God will repay everyone according to what they have done” contradict what Paul has previously written in vv. 1:16-17? Look up and write phrases from the following verses:

a.  Psalm 62:12

b.  Proverbs 24:12

c.  John 5:28,29

d.  John 3:16
e.  Ephesians 2:8,9
Summarize what you found.
Fourth Day

Read   Romans 2:17-3:8    Self-Confident Jews
1.  List the Jewish claims to their special privileges (vv. 17-18).
What were the resulting feelings of superiority over others (vv. 19-20)?
2.  What is Paul’s indictment of them (2:21-24)?
3.  The Scriptures talk of “circumcision of the heart” (Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4; 9:25-26). What does this mean?

4.  Have any religious privileges (like being raised in the church or knowing the Bible) become the basis of your righteousness before God? After reading this section, is there any spiritual hypocrisy that you need to confess? Spend some time with the Lord now.
Fifth Day
Read   Romans 3:9-20    The Universal Dilemma

1.  List the 9 times in vv. 9-12 (NIV) that Paul mentions the universality of sin using words like “all,” “no one,” “not even one,” “together,” “under sin.” If you are using another version of the Bible list the similar words.

2.  In vv. 10-18 Paul brings together a collage of Old Testament verses that support his argument that all people are sinners.
Look up the following verses and make the correlation with this Romans passage.
a.  Psalm 14:1-3

b.  Psalm 53:1-4

c.  Psalm 5:9

d.  Psalm 140:3

e.  Psalm 10:7

f.  Psalm 36:1

g.  Isaiah 59:7-8

3.  What do you think is the Main Truth of this section?
a.  What significance does this truth mean to the gospel?

b.  To you?

Challenge:  Memorize Romans 1:16-17
Lesson 2
Romans 3:21-5:21
First Day

Read   Romans 3:21-31    Righteousness
1.  Which part of last week’s lesson was particularly meaningful or thought provoking?
2.  Write out the memory verse from last week’s lesson.

3.  Verses 21-26 have been titled “the core of Romans, the very heart of the gospel.” Using these verses answer the question, “How can a person be right with God?”
4.  Define the following words:

a. Justification v. 24

b. Redemption v. 24

c. Propitiation or Sacrifice for Atonement v. 25

5.  In vv. 27-31 Paul asks and answers 3 questions. Write the verse and question, and then give the answer in your own words.

a.

b.

c.

Second Day

Read   Romans 4:1-15    Abraham
1.  To illustrate the truth that “righteousness comes through faith” (3:22) Paul considers the life of Abraham. Read Genesis 15:1-6. What does the scripture say about his righteousness?
2.  From verses 4 and 5 describe in your own words the difference between “wages” and “gift”.
3.  Why did Paul consider it important (vv. 9-15) that Abraham was “credited righteous” before he was circumcised?
4.  In what way is Abraham your “father” in the faith?
Third Day

Read   Romans 4:16-25    Abraham
1.  List two of God’s attributes foundational to Abraham’s faith.
2.  What truths can you learn regarding faith in vv. 18-21?
3.  What hope “against all hope” (v. 18) do you have? Is your faith today “weakening” or are you “strengthened” in your trust in God?
4.  Using verses 3:25 and 4:25 explain what the meaning of the cross is.
Fourth Day

Read   Romans 5:1-11    Peace and Joy
1.  From vv. 1-5 list several benefits Paul says we have because we “have been declared righteous by faith.”
2.  “Rejoicing in suffering” is not easy for any of us.

a.  What might suffering potentially accomplish for us? 

b.  How are we able to rejoice during tough times? 

c.  What alternatives to rejoicing in our suffering do we often choose?
3.  Does your life exhibit these benefits? Explain your answer.
4.  In v. 10 the word “reconciliation” is mentioned twice. Define the term and what it means in this context.
Fifth Day
Read   Romans 5:12-21    Adam and Christ
1.  In continuing to develop foundational truths of salvation, Paul points out the similarities and differences between Adam (Genesis 3) and Christ (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45). What do you see as the main similarity and the main difference?
2.  Why should the whole human race be guilty of the sin of one man, Adam (5:18a)?
3.  Does the fact that Christ died for all people (v. 18b) mean that all people will be saved (universalism)? Why or why not?

Challenge:  Write a short imaginary letter to Abraham expressing how his life of faith has encouraged you and share with him a faith story from your own life.
Lesson 3
Romans 6

First Day

Read   Romans 6:1-4    Baptism

1.  What truth or application from last week’s lesson about JUSTIFICATION was helpful to you?

2.  Read Romans 5:20-21. Paul states where sin abounded, God’s grace super-abounded. This led some critics to argue, “If I keep on sinning, God’s grace will keep on covering it.” The technical term for people who argue like this is ‘anti-nomians’. What is Paul’s response to this way of thinking?

3.  Paul uses three metaphors to answer why God’s grace forgives our sins and delivers us from sinning. His first metaphor is Baptism. Verses 3-4 are often quoted at baptisms. In your own words explain how you understand their meaning.

4.  Have you personally been baptized? If so, write the details of your baptism story. If you haven’t been baptized, how are you challenged by the passage?

Second Day

Read   Romans 6:5-10    Crucifixion and Resurrection

1.  Explaining the same truth (God’s grace forgives our sins and delivers us from sinning); Paul switches metaphors to crucifixion and resurrection (v. 5). Write a paraphrase of vv. 6-7.
2.  Some teach that the phrase “our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin may be done away with” means that we no longer sin (a theology called “sinless perfection”). Read 1 John 1:8-10. How do you harmonize these two passages?

3.  Read 2 Timothy 2:11 and 1 Thessalonians 5:10. In what way did we “die with Christ”? In what way “will we also live with him”? Is it now, or in the future, or both? How so?

4.  Read Revelation 1:18. What does the resurrected Lord say about Himself? Connect His words with Romans 6:5-10.
Third Day

Read   Romans 6:11-14    Dead to Sin and Alive to God
1.  Verse 11 is the first direct exhortation in Romans. Define the word “consider.” What two things are we to “consider?”

2.  Fill in the following chart

	Negative Commands
	Positive Commands

	v 12
	v 13

	v 13
	v 13


3.  From your own life, give examples of “do not offer the parts of your body to sin.”

4.  How do you instead “offer yourself to God”? Share one way you have done that this week.
5.  In v. 14 Paul tells us that sin “shall not” be our master. Truthfully, is there an area of your life where sin still has mastery over you? If so, how does that make you feel?

Fourth Day

Read   Romans 6:15-23    Slavery

1.  Paul seems to repeat himself in vv. 15-23.  Compare the following:

The question:  v. 1 _____________________________________________________

                       v. 15_____________________________________________________

The response:  v. 2 _____________________________________________________

                        v. 15_____________________________________________________

List where you find the phrase, “Do you not know?”

2.  Slavery is the third metaphor Paul uses to answer the original question (from day 1, question 2). Explain his argument that we are all slaves to something.
3.  When Paul assumes that the reader is “ashamed” of his behavior before conversion to Christ (v. 21) to what is he referring?

4.  How does “slavery to God” free us to live?

5.  An essential part of the gospel is given v. 23. Some have called it “the bad news, good news.”

a.  What two realities are presented for every human being? Describe the difference. 

b.  To which of these realities do you relate?

Fifth Day

Review

1.  Read Romans 6 in The Message or another contemporary translation of the Bible. What new insight did you gain?

2.  Briefly give Paul’s answer to the question, “What’s wrong with continuing to sin and letting God continue to forgive?”
Challenge:  Imagine you are a third grade Sunday school teacher presenting Romans 6. Explain the meaning of this chapter in age-appropriate language.

Lesson 4
Romans 7

First Day

Read   Romans 7:1-6    Marriage and the Law

1.  Which of the truths in Romans 6 did you find most meaningful this past week?

2.  In describing the believer’s new life in Christ, Paul now focuses on our relationship to the Law. From v. 1 what legal principle does Paul say we should know?
3.  Explain Paul’s use of marriage as the illustration of verse 1.

4.  How do you understand that we “die” to the Law? Is it the same way we “died” to sin? Explain and give verses.

5. Is the Law still binding on Christians today? If so, in what way? If not, why not?

Second Day

Read   Romans 7:7-13    The Law and Sin

1.  Why did Paul ask the question “Is the Law sin?” (Remember the demographics of the original readers.)
2.  Are you surprised by his answer? Why or why not?

3.  Why do you think Paul used the illustration of “Do not covet” to explain how the command produced wrong desires in him (vv. 7-8)? How does this command differ from the other nine (Exodus 20)?

4.  Paul says “the Law is holy...” (v. 12). If the Law does not create sin and death, where do they originate?

5.  Have you ever had a law “provoke” you to want to sin? Give an example if you can.

Third Day

Read   Romans 7:14-25    Law powerless

[Note: The identity of the “I” in vv. 14-25 has been debated for centuries. Your challenge question at the end of this lesson will explore the various interpretations. 
Also notice that the tense of the verbs changes from past to present between verses 13 and 14.]
1.  In vv. 12 and 14, Paul defends the law. How does he describe the law? In contrast, how does he describe himself?

2.  The struggle Paul presents in vv. 14-25 is familiar to all believers. List all the verses that describe these thoughts:

We want to do right_______________________________________

We agree the law is right___________________________________
We find we don’t want to do right____________________________

In fact we don’t do right____________________________________

3.  Why do we struggle with doing right according to Paul?

4.  Do these verses describe any situation you have faced recently or are facing now? Will you honestly, yet discretely, share your inner struggle?

Fourth Day

Re-read Romans 7:21-25    Wretched

1.  From vv. 21-23 list and contrast the two laws that Paul finds in himself.

2.  “...despite a believer’s identification with Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection and his efforts to have Christ-honoring attitudes and actions, he cannot in his own power resist the indwelling sin nature. In and of himself, he repeatedly experiences defeat and frustration” (John A Witmer). Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

3.  Why does struggling with sin in this way cause us to feel “wretched?” What part does self effort play in our struggle?

4.  How does God through Jesus rescue us from this struggle with sin? Is this a future rescue, or now, or both? On what do you base your answer?

Fifth Day

Read   Romans 8:1-4    Free

1.  Compare Romans 8:1 with Romans 5:1. Are they saying the same thing?
2.  Explain Christ’s role in setting us free from the law of sin and death. What does the phrase “likeness of sinful flesh” (v. 3) reflect about Christ’s humanity and his deity?

3.  Describe the difference between “walking according to the flesh” and “walking according to the Spirit” (v. 4)?
Challenge:  Count the number of times the personal pronoun “I” or its equivalent is used in vv. 7-25. By using the “I” did Paul intend to:  1) refer to himself and other Christians; 2) refer to his own pre-conversion days; 3) refer to himself as a child of Adam; or 4) refer to something else? What do you think? For further study see Wayne Stiles’ article on bible.org, An Eye For An “I” (The Relevance of the Identification of the “I” In Romans 7:7-25), http://bible.org/article/eye-“i”-relevance-identification-“i”-romans-77-25. Don’t miss the conclusion.
Lesson 5
Romans 8

First Day

Read   Romans 8:1-39    The Holy Spirit

1.  What challenged or encouraged you most from last week’s lesson?

2.  The following questions focus on truth about the Holy Spirit. From the following sections, list what is taught about the Holy Spirit.

a.  Verses 1-11

b.  Verses 12-17

c.  Verses 18-27
3. Which new insight or truth is most meaningful to you regarding the Holy Spirit? Why?
Second Day

Read   Romans 8:1-17    The Believer and The Holy Spirit

1.  Paul contrasts the two Greek words “sarx” (flesh, or sinful nature) and “pneuma” (spirit) in this section. Search for additional information about these words (Google, Bible dictionary, lexicon) and paraphrase vv. 5-8 in your own words.

2.  Does a believer who is “controlled by the Spirit” ever sin? Why or why not?

3.  According to v. 9 can you be a Christian and not have the Holy Spirit? Explain your answer. When did you, personally, receive the Holy Spirit?

4.  From the following 2 verses how does a believer’s sin affect the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit?

a.  1 Thessalonians 5:19

b.  Ephesians 4:30

Third Day

Read   Romans 8:18-25    Future Hope

1.  In explaining the relationship between suffering and glory in the Christian life, it is said that Paul writes in v. 18 “one of the greatest statements on hope in the New Testament” (J.W. MacGorman). How does this verse give you hope today?

2.  Explain how all creation has been “subjected to frustration” (v. 20). Describe what/who is included in the meaning of “the whole creation.”

3.  A significant aspect of our hope is the “redemption of our bodies” (v. 23). What do you understand this to mean? What will happen to our physical bodies in the future? Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-53 and 2 Corinthians 5:1-5 to help explain your answer.

4.  What frustrates you the most about living in a fallen world? How can a believer hope patiently (v. 25)?

Fourth Day

Read   Romans 8:26-30    Promise for Good
1.  How might knowing that the Holy Spirit is interceding for you (vv. 26-27) affect your prayer life? In what you pray? In your confidence regarding your answers? Describe a recent example.

2.  Verse 28 is one of the best-known and well-loved texts in the Bible. Yet, it is often misunderstood. 

a.  What is the promise given? 
b.  To whom is this promise given? 
c.  How do people misunderstand its message?

3.  Does this verse mean that “all things are good” for the believer? Why or why not?

4.  Does this verse have special meaning for you? Share your answer.

5. Verses 29-30 help us better understand the word “purpose” (v. 28) which is “to be conformed to the likeness of his Son” (v. 29). Explain in your own words these stages of saving faith:

a.  “those God foreknew” (v. 29)

b.  “he also predestined” (v. 29)

c.  “he also called” (v. 30)

d.  “he also justified” (v. 30)

e.  “he also glorified” (v. 30)

Fifth Day

Read   Romans 8:31-39    More than Conquerors

1.  List 5 questions and answers concerning our life as believers in this section of Romans 8.
2.  What do you understand to be Paul’s main message to us?

3.  Read this section in The Message or another paraphrase. Do you experience the “love of God” for you personally? If not, what might be the reason?

Challenge:  Read one or both of the following children’s books: 
 “The Runaway Bunny” by Margaret Wise Brown 
 “Love You Forever” by Robert Munsch.
How does the message of these books correspond to Romans 8? 
Note:  The text for these books can be found online.
Lesson 6
Romans 9

First Day

Read   Romans 9:1-5    Jewish Brothers

1.  As you review your lesson from last week, what will you remember about God’s love for you?

Note: Romans 9, 10, and 11 speak directly to the relationship between Jews and Gentiles, answering the unspoken questions, “Why have the Jews rejected their Messiah?” “Has God abandoned His people Israel?” “Where do the Gentiles fit in God’s future plans?”

2.  Describe in your own words Paul’s feelings regarding the Jewish rejection of Jesus as Messiah (vv. 1-3). Do you share a similar burden as you consider those you know who are unbelievers? Stop now, name that person(s) and pray for him/her to hear and respond to the gospel.

3.  List the 8 privileges the Jewish nation enjoyed because of its unique relationship with God (vv. 4‑5).

Second Day

Read   Romans 9:6-13    Election

1.  Explain in your own words Paul’s answer to the question, “with regard to the Jews, has God’s word failed?”(v. 6).
Note: Paul gives two biblical illustrations to make his point:  Ishmael and Isaac, and Esau and Jacob.

2.  Read Genesis 18:1-14; 21:8-12; Galatians 4:22-23. From these passages how do Ishmael and Isaac differ?

3.  Read Genesis 25:19-26; Malachi 1:1-2; John 13:18a; 15:16; 17:6. God again chooses between two sons, Esau and Jacob “in order that God’s purpose in election would stand” (v. 11). From this context how would you define the word “election?”

4.  How should the phrase “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (v. 13) be taken as you understand it (i.e. literally)? Explain your answer.

Third Day

Read   Romans 9:14-18    Unjust?

1.  Read Exodus 33:12-19. Paul now asks, “Is God unjust?” to which he answers, “no way!” Paul again uses some Old Testament passages to support his statement. What truth about Himself does God reveal to Moses? Does this give you comfort or fear?

2.  The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart has been a perplexing fact to many people. Trace the condition of Pharaoh’s heart from Exodus 7:13-14; 7:22; 8:15; 9:12-17; 9:34; 10:1. What warning might you draw from this process?

3.  How do people harden their own heart toward God today? Have you hardened your heart in any way? To other people? To God?

4.  In your own words explain the main thought of this section summarized in Romans 9:18.
Fourth Day

Read   Romans 9:19-29    The Potter

1.  After his teaching in vv. 1-18, Paul imagines someone in the audience asking the question, “If salvation is totally up to God’s election, then ‘Why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?’” (v. 19). Summarize Paul’s three responses:

a.  Verses 20-21

b.  Verses 22-23

c.  Verses 24-29

2.  Read the following article, “Does God play favorites?” from the Quest Bible, p. 1562.


3.  Describe how the doctrine of election and your own decision to trust Christ have both played a role in your salvation story.
Fifth Day

Read   Romans 9:30-33    Stumbling Stone

1.  Paul’s last question in this section repeats v. 14, “What then shall we say?” Why does Paul believe that the Gentiles have received God’s way of salvation in Christ and the Jews have not?

2.  Read Isaiah 28:16; 8:13-14; 1 Corinthians 1:23. What does Paul mean by “stumbling block?”
3.  Name the promise God has for believers in v. 33. Share how this has been true for you.

Challenge:  Talk to a friend or family member about election and free will and/or research how differing views on this topic have affected denominationalism.

Lesson 7
Romans 10, 11

First Day

Read   Romans 10:1-13    Salvation

1.  Reviewing last week’s lesson, what truth or lesson most impacted the way you think or act?

2.  Paul’s great heart’s desire is salvation for his fellow Jews (v. 1). How do you think Paul would respond to the following statement, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere” (v. 2-4)?
3.  Spend some time memorizing Romans 10:9-10. According to these verses what are the essentials of salvation? Describe in one or two sentences when these verses became true for you.
4.  Read Joel 2:32; Acts 2:14-24; Romans 10:13. Describe how Peter and Paul use Joel’s prophecy to refer to Jesus.
Second Day

Read   Romans 10:14-21    Evangelism

1.  Trace Paul’s logic regarding the necessity of evangelism from vv. 14, 15. Name the person(s) who brought the good news to you and describe that aspect of your salvation story.

2.  Send a note or email to a missionary you know or support expressing your appreciation and encouragement for her (his) “beautiful feet” (v. 15).

3.  Paul asks two questions in vv. 18, 19 as he continues to wrestle with the reason for Israel’s unbelief. In your own words summarize his answers.

Third Day

Read   Romans 11:1-10    Remnant

1.  Paul responds, “By no means!” to the question, “Did God reject his people?” (v. 1). What reasons does he give as proof for his answer in vv. 1-6?

2.  Explain, according to Paul, why some Jews believed while others failed to recognize Jesus as their Messiah (vv. 7-10).
3.  What is God’s reaction to unbelief?

4.  Is there any area of your life that you might be spiritually insensitive because you have rejected truth?

Fourth Day

Read   Romans 11:11-24    Olive Tree

1.  What positive consequence of Israel’s unbelief affects us even today (vv. 11-15)?
2.  Paul uses horticultural imagery to illustrate the truth of v. 11. Read vv. 17-24 carefully and answer the following questions:

a.  Who is the olive tree?

b.  Who are the broken branches?

c.  Who are the grafted branches?

3.  In vv. 16-24 what word of warning does Paul give to Gentile believers and what word of hope does he offer to Jewish unbelievers?
4.  From these verses complete the following sentence:  According to Paul’s analogy, people are grafted in according to ____________________________ and are removed because of ______________________________.

Fifth Day

Read   Romans 11:25-35    Mystery

1.  Read Isaiah 59:19-21. What is the “mystery” that Paul refers to in vv. 25-27? Explain in your own words how you understand this “mystery.”
2.  How are vv. 28, 29 the key to understanding this mystery?

3.  If someone asked you, “Are the Jews still God’s chosen people?” how would you answer them based on these verses?

4.  It seems Paul stops and reflects on what he has written which leads him to praise and worship in vv. 33-36. List several truths about God’s character and our relationship with Him. What particularly blesses or encourages you from these verses? Today, include this doxology as part of your (and your family’s) prayer time.

Challenge:  Since the Holocaust some theologians have presented what is usually called a “two covenant” theology, meaning two different salvation tracks. One is the “Christian track” based on faith in Christ. The other is the “Jewish track” based on God’s original covenant with them. Both are viewed as legitimate ways to God. This may help explain the following Pew report:

[image: image1.jpg]Do Evangelicals Believe in Exclusivity?

Last year the Pew Forum surveyed American Christians, asking them to choose between the statements
‘Many religions can lead to eternal life’ and ‘My religion is the one, true faith.’

Which other Religions? Among those evangelicals who chose ‘Many religions can lead to eternal life,” those who
believe that include...

Judaism Islam Hinduism Atheism People with no
religious faith

12%

Source: Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life. Evangelicals in the survey are Protestants who self-identified as “born-again or evangelical.”





How does Romans 10, 11 address this current theology? Give verses from the text to support your view.

Lesson 8
Romans 12:1-16:27

First Day

Read   Romans 12    Transformed

1.  As you review last week’s lesson what truth or observation encouraged or challenged you?

2.  Explain in your own words how you understand the following phrases:
a.  offer your bodies as living sacrifices

b.  this is your spiritual act of worship

c.  do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world

d.  be transformed by the renewing of your mind

e.  test and approve what God’s will is

Living in our present culture, which of these commands do you find most difficult to follow? Why? What helps you to fulfill this challenge?

3.  In the next section Paul lists the source, purpose and variety of spiritual gifts. List the spiritual gifts found in each of the following passages:
	Romans 12:3-8
	1 Corinthians 12:4-11
	Ephesians 4:11

	
	
	


Do you think exercising your spiritual gift(s) is optional? Have you discovered yours? (See  http://www.churchgrowth.org/cgi-cg/gifts.cgi?intro=1, an online spiritual gifts assessment, for help in discovering what your gift(s) may be.) What do you understand it/them to be? Where are you exercising your gift(s) now?

Note: In Romans 12:9- 15:15 Paul calls believers to let LOVE motivate and reign supreme in all our relationships: with each other, regarding governmental authorities and those who differ on non-essential practices. This section enumerates some of the “one anothers” that should define our lives as believers (see Resources for a complete list of the “one anothers”).
4.  Verses 9-16 speak of our inter-personal relationships. Paul calls us to be authentic not phony. List ways we can demonstrate “real” love to one another. 
What two ways will you intentionally apply in your life situations this week?
5.  Read Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:28; Romans 12:17-21 which speak of how we are to respond when wronged by another. 
a.  List the negative commands and the corresponding positive ones. 
b.  Why is it so hard not to retaliate or punish others when we feel wronged? 
c.  Why should we leave this to God?
d.  Would you be willing to ask another person you respect to objectively evaluate how you are handling a “wrong done to you”?
Second Day

Read   Romans 13    Government

1.  What universal command regarding authority is given in v. 1? Are there any situations when this command might not be followed? How do you decide? (Read Exodus 1:17; Daniel 3:6; Acts 4:18; 5:29).

2.  List three God-given duties of the government.

a.  Do you think this passage speaks of capital punishment?

b.  What responsibilities do you have as a Christian citizen in America today? (Read Luke 20:22-25; 1 Timothy 2:1ff).

3.  Read Leviticus 19:18. From Romans 13:8-10 list the specific ways noted here that we are to love our neighbors. 
How about you? In what “loving” way might you treat a neighbor this week?

4.  In light of the “time” Paul tells us what to “wear” (vv. 11-14). What kind of clothes are we to “put aside” and what are we to “put on”? 
Are you comfortable with your spiritual wardrobe today? Why or why not?
Third Day

Read   Romans 14    Strong and Weak Believers

Note: In this passage Paul addresses the “non-essentials” of the faith. Paul is confident that the Roman church has agreement in essential doctrinal beliefs (1:8; 15:14); yet, he addresses what is called the “gray areas” of our conduct. He instructs us how to handle our differences yet maintain our unity.

1.  What two issues of behavior seem to be causing division in the Roman church (vv. 2, 3, 5)?

What are some “gray areas” that cause disharmony in churches today?
2.  Who is the “weaker” brother and who is the “stronger” brother?

a.  According to v. 3, what does Paul charge the “stronger” brother to do?

b.  What does he charge the “weaker” brother?
3.  Verses 4, 10, 13 speak of not “judging” our brother (read Matthew 7:1).

a.  What kind of “judging” is described here?

b.  Is it ever okay to criticize?

c.  According to this passage why are we not to judge?

d.  Instead of judging what should we do?

4.  Paul writes “it’s better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your brother to stumble” (v. 21). What “gray area” are you willing to limit your freedom for the sake of a fellow Christian? Have you had a specific experience with this you would care to share?

“In essentials unity; In non-essentials liberty; In all things charity (love).”   Rupert Melderius

Fourth Day

Read   Romans 15    Minister to the Gentiles

Note: In the first half of this chapter Paul continues his discussion of the “weaker” and the “stronger” brother.

1.  Read 2 Timothy 3:16. In your own words describe the benefits we enjoy when we study the Scriptures. Which benefit(s) are you truly enjoying now?

2.  Does the “spirit of unity” (vv. 5, 6) mean we must agree on everything? Explain your answer. According to Paul how can we achieve unity?

3.  If the Romans were good people, complete in the knowledge of the gospel and able to instruct each other (v. 14), why did Paul bother to write this long letter (v. 15)? How might that challenge us to continue to study the bible?

4.  Paul calls himself a minister to the Gentiles. What does he list as his job description (vv. 16-21)?

5.  Paul plans to visit Rome but what does he hope to accomplish first (vv. 23-29)?

a.  What three things does he ask the church to pray for him? 
b.  How did God answer those prayers (Acts 20-28)? 
c.  Is it difficult for you to ask others to pray for your needs? Why or why not?

Fifth Day

Read   Romans 16    Personal Greetings

Note: “Romans 16 is one of the most instructive chapters of the New Testament because it encourages personal relationships of love in the church.”    Brunner

1.  Read vv. 1-16. Give an over-all description of the long list of individuals and groups to whom Paul sends his greetings.

a.  Choose four and describe their relationship to Paul and/or the church.
b.  If your name were included in this list, what would you hope Paul might have written about you?

2.  In vv. 17-19 Paul gives a strong warning concerning false teachers and an admonition to the church. Paraphrase these verses in your own words.

3.  When will “the God of peace” crush Satan (v. 20)?
4.  Paul passes on greetings from some fellow workers in Corinth and closes this letter with a magnificent doxology (vv. 25-27). What is Paul’s supreme desire (v. 27)? Is this also your heart’s desire? Write your personal benediction thanking God for this study of Romans and pray it back to Him.
Challenge: Think about when you write in the margins of your Bible.  What we write often reflects truths that have greatly impacted our lives and can be our legacies to others. Evangelist and theologian Dwight L. Moody wrote the following in his Bible:

Repentance–a change of mind



New mind about GOD


Conversion–a change of life



New life for GOD


Regeneration–a change of nature



New heart for GOD


Justification–a change of state



New standing for GOD


Adoption–a change of family



New relationship toward GOD


Sanctification–a change of service



Separation to GOD


Glorification–a change of place



New condition with GOD
Thinking back over the doctrines and truths of the book of Romans, which impacted your life to the greatest degree? Explain your answer.
Does God play favorites? (9:8-33)


      The whole Bible teaches that God is fair and just (Psalm 111:7). It also states that God does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 18:23), but that he wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4).


      Therefore, the idea of God's purpose in election (v. 11) raises some hard questions such as "How can God choose some and pass by others?" People have attempted to explain God's election in several ways.


      Some hold the view that God elects some to be saved because he knows beforehand that they will choose to accept Christ (8:29). Their election, according to this view, is based on God's foreknowledge (Arminianism).


      Others conclude that God, in his wise and sovereign will, chooses some but not others for reasons we cannot understand. His selection may seem unfair, but that is simply because we have a limited perspective. Humans, bound in sin, do not naturally seek God (3:11), but when God's grace comes to the elect, it frees them to choose God (Calvinism).


      Still others emphasize that God elected Jesus, his Son, and that all those who are in Christ by faith share in that corporate election.


      What about Pharaoh (vv. 17-18)? While the Bible clearly states that God hardened Pharaoh's heart (v. 18; see Exodus 9:12), it also records Pharaoh's own decision to harden his heart (Exodus 8:15). See article: Who hardened Pharaoh's heart? (Exodus 10:1).


      The mystery of how God works in election is not easily resolved. Difficult questions continue to confound us. In the end we may need to confess that our understanding is limited, that we may be missing some key part of God's plan that would allow us to understand election better. For more on the subject, see article: Why does God harden some people's hearts? (Exodus 11:3).
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