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Patriarchs’ Legacy

Truths or observations from the PATRIARCHS Bible study
Lesson One (Genesis 25:19-26:35):

Lesson Two (Genesis 25:29-34; Genesis 27:1-28:22):

Lesson Three (Genesis 29, 30, 31)

Lesson Four (Genesis 32, 33):

Lesson Five (Genesis 34, 35, 36):

Lesson Six (Genesis 37, 38):

Lesson Seven (Genesis 39, 40, 41):

Lesson Eight (Genesis 42:1-47:12):

Lesson Nine (Genesis 47:28-50:26):
Lesson 1                                                                                    Genesis 25:19-26:35

First Day

Isaac Overview

Note: Map below includes travels of Jacob which will be referred to later.
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1.  From the following verses fill in the location of the event mentioned.

	Reference
	Event
	Location

	Genesis 21:1-7; 32
	Birth and early years
	Beersheba

	Genesis 22:1-2
	Sacrifice
	

	Genesis 24:62-67
	Marriage
	

	Genesis 26:1-22
	Famine/Conflict
	

	Genesis 26:23-25
	Covenant affirmed
	

	Genesis 26:26-33
	Treaty
	

	Genesis 35:27-28
	Death/Burial
	


2.  What might you learn about the life of Isaac from observing these locations?

Second Day

Read Genesis 25:19-26; Romans 9:10-12   Birth of Sons

1.  Rebekah was God’s choice as a wife for Isaac (see Genesis 24). She was to be the mother of the heir of the Covenant. Why do you think she was barren for twenty years?

2.  What do you learn about intercessory prayer from Isaac?
3.  Rebekah’s difficult pregnancy caused her to question God. List details of God’s prophetic response to her.

4.  What part of the prophecy might be disturbing to Rebekah? What part might be comforting to her?
5.  According to the text what did Isaac and Rebekah name their sons and why?

Research and list the meaning of their names.

Third Day

Read Genesis 26:1-6   Famine and Covenant

1.  Read Genesis 12:10-20 (the “earlier famine in Abraham’s time” v. 1) and a parallel story in Genesis 20:1-18. What are some reasons you think God commanded Isaac, “Do not go down to Egypt”?

2.  Essential in this narrative is God’s transference of the Abrahamic Covenant to Isaac. Compare the two by filling out the chart below.

	
	Genesis 12:1-3; 15:5
	Genesis 26:3-5

	Covenant Recipient
	
	

	Covenant Details


	
	


3.  “Isaac became the spiritual beneficiary of a godly parent” (Dr. Thomas Constable)
. Did you have the benefit like Isaac of a godly home?

If you have children, is that your desire for them? What are you actively doing to accomplish that hope?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 26:7-11   The Lie

1.  In your own words describe Isaac’s deception.

2.  Since God confirmed His presence and His promises as “real” to Isaac (vv. 3-5) are you surprised that he is fearful? Explain your answer.

3.  How does Abimelech rebuke and treat Isaac after discovering the deception?

4.  Isaac in a similar situation seems to repeat Abraham’s deception (Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-17). Do you see a sin or negative trait from your parents repeated in your life? How does that make you feel? What are you doing to eliminate it?

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 26:12-33   Wells and Treaty

1.  In your own words recount the story of Isaac and the wells (vv. 12-22).

2.  Why do you think Isaac did not go to battle against the Philistines over these wells since he was “more powerful” than they (v. 16)?

3.  In the midst of personal conflict how does God comfort Isaac (v. 24)?

In similar circumstances of conflict, what words from the Lord have comforted you?

4.  “They separated on good terms” (Genesis 26:31 NET Bible). Do these words describe the pattern of your life when you seek conflict resolution in difficult relationships? Give an example.

Challenge: Reviewing the Life of Isaac. Fill in the following chart of what you see as Isaac’s strengths and weaknesses and give verses to support your answers.

	Strengths (verse)
	Weaknesses (verse)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Choose one character trait of Isaac that you would like to be true of yourself also. Explain why this would be especially meaningful to you. 

Lesson 2                                                       Genesis 25:27-34; Genesis 27:1-28:22

First Day

Read Genesis 25:27-34   The Birthright

1.  What encouraged or challenged you from last week’s lesson about the life of Isaac?
In what ways was he a “Covenant Keeper” (one who has a personal faith in God and His promises)?

2.  A birthright (“bekhora”) is technically different from a blessing (“berakha”). Read the following article concerning the differences.

Birthright:

A birthright referred to a person's inheritance. For most of the world's history, the first born child of a family would receive an extra inheritance from his father. What would happen is that when a father died, they would count his surviving children and add one to the count. They would then divide the inheritance that many ways and the eldest child would get two portions. Thus, if a man died having three surviving children, his inheritance would be divided four ways. The eldest child would receive two-fourths (that is, one-half) of the estate, and the other two children would receive one-fourth of the estate each.

The birthright can be seen in this Mosaical law: "But he shall acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his" (Deuteronomy 21:17). The double portion came as a right of birth; that is, by the right of being first born.

This is what Esau sold to Jacob for a bowl of red bean stew when he returned hungry from a hunting trip (Genesis 25:29-34). Now Isaac their father was a very wealthy man. Esau gave up half of his inheritance (one-third of Isaac's estate) for a single bowl of red bean stew. This is why it is mentioned, "Thus Esau despised his birthright" (Genesis 25:34). 

Though not commonly done, a birthright could be given to another son. For example, "Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel-he was indeed the firstborn, but because he defiled his father's bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not listed according to the birthright; yet Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came a ruler, although the birthright was Joseph's" (I Chronicles 5:1-2). Because Reuben had sex with his father's concubine, Jacob took away his second portion and gave it to Joseph. He did this by making Joseph's own children count as his children. Since Joseph had two sons, those sons each got a portion of Jacob's estate; thus giving Joseph's family a double portion.

Blessing:

The family blessing was a way to designate who became the head of the extended family when the father died. Like the birthright, the blessing generally went to the eldest son but not always. Again using Jacob's family, Reuben should have received the blessing, but because of his sin, he was skipped. Next in line was Simeon, but he and his brother Levi (third in line) had destroyed a town in anger over the rape of their sister. For that Jacob decided that they were not suitable to lead the family. Therefore, the blessing came to Judah. Thus, in Jacob's family the person receiving the blessing and the person receiving the birthright (or double portion) were two different people.

A change in the blessing also happened in Isaac's family. Before Isaac's twin sons were born, God said, "Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger" (Genesis 25:23). Because God placed the older son under the younger son, he was stating that the second born was to receive the blessing. Now Isaac in his old age decided to change this and give the blessing to his eldest son, Esau, anyway. However, his wife overheard his plan and arranged it so that Jacob tricked Isaac into thinking he was his brother. Thus Isaac gave the blessing to his second son, just as God said, even when he tried to go against God.

The blessing in Abraham's descendants was particularly important because God stated to Abraham that from his descendants the Savior of the world would come. The blessing followed the path of those who were Jesus' ancestors. Jesus was a descendant of Judah, who had received Jacob's blessing (Hebrews 7:14).

What is the difference between a birthright and a blessing as in the story of Esau and Jacob?

3.  Considering these verses (Genesis 25:29-34), what do you think was Esau’s attitude toward the value of the birthright?
4.  Esau chose instant gratification over valuing the birthright. In your life right now are you in danger of making any “Esau choices” rather than wisely waiting for God’s provision?

Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. How might that verse speak to an issue in your life today?

5.  How would you define our “spiritual birthright” as believers in Christ today?

Second Day

Read Genesis 27:1-29   Stolen Blessing

1.  Read the following quote:
Tragically, Isaac and Rebekah, who had prayed so long and persistently for offspring, chose sides. No doubt each loved both of his/her sons. But they each preferred one over the other. Of course, their favoritism served to further exacerbate the boys’ differences.
   Keith Krell
In your family are you tempted to “play favorites” with your children or relatives? How has that occurred? Explain your answer.
2.  Briefly in your own words paraphrase this story of stolen blessing.

3.  God prophesied that Jacob would enjoy the honored position in the family (Genesis 25:23) yet Isaac seems to be ignoring that oracle. With that in mind, do you think Rebekah acted wrongly in making sure the prophecy was fulfilled? Why or why not?

4.  Do you think that deception is ever justified for a “greater good”? Can you give examples?

5.  List details of Isaac’s blessing to Jacob.

Third Day

Read   Genesis 27:30-40; 26:34-35; 28:6-9.   Esau

1.  Describe Isaac’s reaction when Esau brings him the “tasty food” (vv. 30-33).

2.  Describe Esau’s reaction when he heard of the stolen blessing (vv. 34-38).

3.  How did Isaac bless Esau? (List specific details.)

4.  Briefly read Genesis 24 and Genesis 28:1.

a.  What contrasts do you observe in Abraham and Isaac’s desire for a wife for their sons compared to Esau’s choice in marriages?

b.  Why do you think marriage is so crucial as the Covenant is passed to the next generation? What difference do you think it makes?

c.  How might you feel if your child married “outside your faith”? How are you praying today?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 27:41-28:5   Fleeing

1.  How did Esau plan to take revenge on Jacob?

2.  If you were Rebekah what might have been your response when you heard Esau’s plans?

3.  What does Rebekah say to Isaac in order to implement her plan?

4.  Isaac confirms the Abrahamic Blessing on Jacob (28:1-5) as he sends him on his way to Paddan Aram. List details of the Blessing from these verses.

Is this the same blessing that Jacob “stole” in Genesis 27:27-29? Explain your answer.

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 28:10-22   Dream

1.  God appeared personally to Abraham (Genesis 12:7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-22; 18:18-19; 21:12-13; 22:15-18; 24:7) and to Isaac (Genesis 26:2-5,24) and now to Jacob to confirm His Covenant. Describe in your own words Jacob’s dream (vv. 10-15).

2.  What was Jacob’s immediate reaction to the dream?

3.  How do you understand Jacob’s response? Do you think he was bargaining with God, making a vow, or something else in verses 20-22?

4.  Over 400 years later in the Law, God would require a tenth from all Israelites (Leviticus 27:30‑32; Numbers 18:26; Deuteronomy 14:22-28). Why do you think Jacob offered a tenth of his future possessions to God at Bethel?

Challenge:  Imagine God appearing to you in a dream tonight. What would be the most affirming and comforting words you would like to hear from Him?

Lesson 3                                                                                        Genesis 29, 30, 31

First Day

Read Genesis 29:1-14   Paddan Aram

1.  Reflecting on last week’s lesson, what particularly challenged or convicted you? What new thought did you gain?
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2.  Review the map above. Approximately how many miles did Jacob travel to reach Haran?

3.  What important information did Jacob discover from the shepherds he encountered at the well?

4.  List character and personality traits of Jacob that you discover in his encounters at the well (vv. 3‑11).

What words might you use to describe Laban’s welcome to Jacob?
Second Day

Read Genesis 29:14-30   Marriages

1.  As time progresses Laban negotiates with Jacob over his wages as he works for Laban. What was their agreement?

Note: Earlier Jacob had pretended to be his brother Esau (Genesis 27:19) and now Leah pretends to be her sister Rachel.

2.  Imagine you are Leah on your wedding day (vv. 22-25). What might be some of your thoughts and feelings during that day and that night?

3.  Define the word “deception.”

a.  Describe the emotions that Jacob might be feeling behind his words in verse 25.

b.  Have you ever been dramatically deceived by someone you trusted? How did you feel? If possible share your story (you needn’t give all specific details, but focus on your feelings).

4.  “What goes around, comes around” is a familiar saying. Do you think Jacob deserved what he got in his marriage to Leah? Why or why not?

5.  How does Scripture describe Jacob’s two wives (v. 17)?

a.  What is Jacob’s attitude toward them (vv. 30, 31)?

b.  Research and note the meaning of their names.

Third Day

Read Genesis 29:31-30:24; Genesis 35:16-18   Children

Note: God had promised Jacob many descendants (Genesis 28:14). Jacob begins to build a family with his wives and concubines.

1.  List Jacob’s children according to their mother.

	Jacob’s Family

	Leah
	Bilhah
	Zilpah
	Rachel

	
	
	
	


2.  What insights about Leah do you gain by the meaning of the names she gives her sons?

3.  What are mandrakes? How are they involved in this story (Genesis 30:14-18) and by using them what is revealed about Jacob’s domestic life?

4.  Finally Rachel becomes pregnant because______________________________________ (30:22).

a.  Do you think God has a role today regarding infertility?

b.  What’s your opinion about surrogate parenting?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 30:25-43   Wages

1.  Paraphrase the new contract for wages negotiated between Laban and Jacob.

2.  What did Laban do before Jacob could assemble his flocks (vv. 35, 36)?

3.  In verses 37- 43, do you think Jacob is deliberately devious, or using his own ingenuity, or relying on popular superstition with regard to selectively breeding his flock?

4.   Read Deuteronomy 8:17, 18. According to this passage, how do you think Jacob became “exceedingly prosperous” (v. 43)? 

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 31:1-55   Fleeing Laban

1.  Jacob calls a family meeting with his wives out in the fields. What reasons did he give regarding their return to Canaan (vv. 1-16)?

2.  How did Rachel put all their lives in danger by stealing her father’s household gods (vv. 31:19; 30-37)?

a.  Why do you think she took them? 

b.  How did she deceive her father when her tent was searched?

c.  Are you hiding any “idols” today? What might they be?

3.  God works providentially in this story to protect and accomplish His purposes. How does God protect Jacob from Laban (vv. 22-24)?

Where in your life has God recently protected you? Have you thanked Him?
4.  What was the purpose of the treaty between Jacob and Laban (vv. 44-54)? By whom did Laban swear? By whom did Jacob swear?

Challenge: Write a one sentence biography of Laban.

Imagine you are Rachel or Leah. How might you sign Laban’s Father’s Day Card?

Lesson 4                                                                                              Genesis 32, 33

First Day

Read Genesis 32:1-8   Preparation

1.  From last week’s lesson, what impacted or interested you regarding Jacob’s twenty years in Paddan Aram?

2.  Reviewing previous lessons, when and in what context did Jacob last see a vision of angels?

a.  What comfort might their appearance give him at this time?
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b.  Locate Mahanaim on the above map. Research and describe the meaning of the name Mahanaim. Why do you think Jacob might use this name to identify this place?

3.  What message does Jacob send to Esau and what reply does he receive back?

4.  Jacob is motivated to divide his people and possessions into two camps by _________ (v. 7).

Can you recall a dreaded meeting with a boss, friend or family member that aroused this same emotion? What were your thoughts at that time? How does this help you better understand Jacob?

Second Day

Read Genesis 32:9-21   Prayer and Gifts

1.  Jacob prays to God for help. How might his prayer be a model for our prayers in difficult circumstances? List some aspects of this prayer in your answer.
2.  Thinking back to your “dreaded meeting” from First Day question 4, did you pray before that meeting?

a.  How and what did you pray?

b.  What part of Jacob’s prayer will you remember for future difficult meetings?

3.  Write out the verse that shows Jacob’s intent in sending his substantial gifts ahead.

4.  Do you think this was a wise decision? Did Jacob need to appease his brother? Why or why not?

Third Day

Read Genesis 32: 22-32
   Wrestling

Note:  “The fateful encounter at the Jabbock is one of the best-known episodes in the life of Jacob, but also surely the most enigmatic.”

1.  After taking his family and his possessions across the Jabbock River, Jacob was “left alone” (v. 24) at the threshold of the Promised Land. If you were Jacob that night what might be some of your thoughts and feelings?
2.  Jacob wrestles all night with a “man.” Who do you think is the “man”?

a.  Why do you think he fights with Jacob?

b.  Why do you think he strikes Jacob’s thigh?

c.  What is the blessing that Jacob receives from this man?

d.  What does Jacob name this place and why?

e.  What lasting dietary restriction has been observed by Israelites “to this day”?

3.  What truth about God might Jacob embrace as a result of this night?

4.  Read the following devotional from Streams in the Desert by Mrs. Charles Cowman. Highlight phrases particularly meaningful to you.

Wrestling With God

"And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day" (Gen. 32:24).

God is wrestling with Jacob more than Jacob is wrestling with God. It was the Son of man, the Angel of the Covenant. It was God in human form pressing down and pressing out the old Jacob life; and ere the morning broke, God had prevailed and Jacob fell with his thigh dislocated. But as he fell, he fell into the arms of God, and there he clung and wrestled, too, until the blessing came; and the new life was born and he arose from the earthly to the heavenly, the human to the divine, the natural to the supernatural. And as he went forth that morning he was a weak and broken man, but God was there instead; and the heavenly voice proclaimed, "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed." 

Beloved, this must ever be a typical scene in every transformed life. There comes a crisis-hour to each of us, if God has called us to the highest and best, when all resources fail; when we face either ruin or something higher than we ever dreamed; when we must have infinite help from God and yet, ere we can have it, we must let something go; we must surrender completely; we must cease from our own wisdom. strength, and righteousness, and become crucified with Christ and alive in Him. God knows how to lead us up to this crisis, and He knows how to lead us through.

Is He leading you thus? Is this the meaning of your deep trial, or your difficult surroundings, or that impossible situation. or that trying place through which you cannot go without Him, and yet you have not enough of Him to give you the victory? 

Oh, turn to Jacob's God! Cast yourself helplessly at His feet. Die to your strength and wisdom in His loving arms and rise, like Jacob, into His strength and all-sufficiency. There is no way out of your hard and narrow place but at the top. You must get deliverance by rising higher and coming into a new experience with God. Oh, may it bring you into all that is meant by the revelation of the Mighty One of Jacob!
--But God

***

"At Thy feet I fall,
Yield Thee Up My ALL,
To suffer LIVE, OR DIE
For my Lord crucified."

5.  Do you agree with the statement, “The Lord must on occasion ‘cripple’ self-sufficient believers in order to bless them”
?  Is this the same as “brokenness” in a believer’s life? Have you ever had a time you were “crippled” or “broken”?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 33:1-16   Meeting Esau

1.  Describe how Jacob divided his family and presented them to Esau (verses 1-3).

What does this ranking imply to you about his household?

2.  Does Esau’s behavior upon meeting Jacob surprise you?

3.  Why do you think it is difficult for some people to receive gifts?

a. What do you observe from this encounter about “gracious gift giving” and “gracious gift receiving” (vv. 8-11)?

b. Which phrase from above is most descriptive of you? Explain your answer.

4.  List Jacob’s reason for declining Esau’s offer to travel south together (vv. 12-15).

Where does Jacob say he will meet with Esau (v. 14)?

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 33:17-20   Moving to Shechem

1.  Locate Mt. Seir and Succoth on the First Day’s map. Note Esau’s route (in red).

2.  Jacob does not travel south to meet Esau in Seir but moves west to Succoth (v. 17). What might be his reasons for doing this?

3.  When Jacob arrives in Shechem (see map, green route) he purchases land and builds an altar.

a. What do you think the land purchase represents?

b. Who is buried in Shechem? (Read Joshua 24:32.)

c. Research and list the meaning of “El Elohe Israel” (v. 20).

Challenge:  Jacob was “left alone” (32:24) in solitude and experienced a divine encounter.

Share a significant time you got “alone” with God. How were you impacted by that time?

Will you take 15 minutes this week to be completely “alone” with your focus on worshiping God?

Lesson 5                                                                                        Genesis 34, 35, 36

First Day

Read Genesis 34:1-12   Rape

1.  Which aspect of last week’s lesson spoke to you? What observation or lesson is one that you can apply in the future?

Note:  Rape continues to be a devastating social problem in our world.  In 2008, nearly 90,000 women reported they were raped in the United States.  The arrest rate for rape was just 25% for the same year.

2.  To set the scene for our story, paraphrase the events of verses 1-3.

3.  Are you surprised that Jacob is initially silent? What response might you have hoped for from this (or any) father?

a.  Was the brother’s outrage justified (v. 7)? Why or why not?

b.  Do you sense any remorse or sense of guilt in Shechem or his father Hamor?

c.  How do you react when you hear about a rape today?

4.  Look up Exodus 22:16-17 and Deuteronomy 22:25-29. Summarize what these verses say regarding rape.

5.  How did the rape of Dinah potentially threaten God’s Covenant with Israel?

Second Day
Read Genesis 34: 13-31
   Revenge and Murder

1.  Deception is a recurring family trait. How do the sons deceive Shechem and his father (vv. 13‑17; 25-29)?
a.  What consequence do Simeon and Levi experience as a result of this act (Genesis 49:5-7)?
b.  What warning might this be to you about dealing with sin before it becomes a danger to the next generation?
2.  The sons of Jacob “misused” the Covenant to achieve their own revenge. List some ways believers today “misuse” scripture or church practices to accomplish personal goals.

Has this ever been true of you? Have you ever been misused this way?  Explain your answer.

3.  Why did the brothers feel justified in their actions of murder and plunder?

a.  Do you agree with their answer or with Jacob’s rebuke (vv. 30, 31)? Why or why not?

b.  Do you think their punishment of the city “fit the crime” of Dinah’s rape?

c.  What do you think should be the appropriate punishment for rape?

4.  What most distresses you about this painful story?

Third Day

Read Genesis 35:1-15   Bethel

Note:  Refer back to the map in Lesson Four.
1.  What two commands does God give Jacob at this time (v. 1)?

a.  Approximately how many miles does Jacob travel to obey?

b.  What might Jacob remember about this place (Genesis 28:10-22)?

2.  Before Jacob packs up and leaves he “cleans house.” What does he command his household to do?

a.  Why do you think this was important to Jacob?

b.  Do you keep any “idols” or “relics” of other religions in your house? What do they mean to you?

c.  Is there a spiritual “idol” or any pleasure that keeps you from pure worship of the living God?

d.  How else might you need to “clean house” in order to move into a new experience of intimacy with God (1 John 1:9)?

3.  “God appeared” to Jacob (vv. 9-13). What does He say to Jacob and how does this confirm Jacob as the heir to the Covenant?

4.  Deborah must have been a beloved family member (Genesis 24:59) for about 150 years. How does the name of her burial place reflect their sorrow at her death (v. 8)?

How does this example give you greater freedom to grieve the death of your loved ones?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 35:16-29   Sorrows continue

1.  The “love of his life” Rachel dies on their journey. As she is dying in childbirth she names her newborn son Ben-Oni.  Why do you think Jacob changes his name to Benjamin?

Have you recently experienced a “great loss”? What have you learned about God and His promises that comfort you and give you hope?

2.  To which sister did Bilhah belong?

a. Are you shocked by Reuben’s actions (v. 22)?

b. What long-term consequences resulted from this sin for the first born child Reuben (Genesis 49:3, 4)?

c. What warning might you learn from Reuben’s sin?

3.  With the birth of Benjamin, Jacob now has 12 sons which become the 12 tribes of Israel. Research (Google, study Bible notes, etc.) and list 5 facts about the 12 tribes that may be new to you.

4.   Isaac’s death is the third passing mentioned in this chapter (vv. 28, 29).
a.  How old is he? How old are his sons Esau and Jacob?

b.  “Isaac breathed his last and joined his ancestors” (v. 29 NET Bible). What hope do you see in this verse regarding his eternal destiny?

c.  How certain are you of your eternal destiny? Explain your answer.

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 36   Esau’s Descendants

1.  Why do you think God provided all the genealogies in the Bible (e.g. Genesis 10:1‑32; 1 Chronicles 1:1‑9:44; Matthew 1:1‑17; Luke 3:23‑38)? What has encouraged or challenged you from them?
Do you know your own genealogy?

2.  Are you familiar with any of the names in the list of Esau’s descendants? Look up the following verses and list the possible descendant.

a.  Exodus 17:8-16; 1 Samuel 15:2-3; Genesis 36:16 ________________________________

b.  Job 2:11; Genesis 36:15 ____________________________________________________

3.  Locate Seir (Mt. Seir) on the map in Lesson Four. What kind of geographical terrain do you find in this area?

4.  Re-read Isaac’s blessing of Esau (Genesis 27:39-40). Which part(s) of the blessing might you see as fulfilled in Chapter 36?
Challenge:  Rachel

Imagine you are invited to speak at Rachel’s funeral. Write a eulogy for Rachel containing words of comfort for the family.

How might these same words be comforting to you or someone else who has lost a loved one?

Lesson 6                                                                                              Genesis 37, 38

First Day

Read Genesis 37   Joseph

1.  Reflecting on last week’s lesson, what insight did God give you by considering the trials of Jacob’s family?

2.  What significant details about Joseph are given in verses 1-4?
3.  Practicing “favoritism” is a recurring theme in this family. Research and describe in your own words the meaning of “favorite.”

What did you learn from this passage about how Jacob revealed to others that Joseph was his “favorite” son?
4.  How did this favoritism impact the others in the family?  Give verses.

5.  What information might a “bad report” (v. 2) about his brothers include? (Recall previous lessons to help you with this answer.)

a.  Why might Joseph give “bad reports” about his brothers?

b.  How do you advise your children concerning “tattling” and “truth-telling”? Can you share a personal experience along these lines?

Second Day

Reread Genesis 37:5-11   Dreams

Note:  In this section Joseph shares two dreams with his family.

1.  Read the following article from the Quest Bible, p. 1212 concerning dreams.

Does God speak through visions and dreams? (1:17)


God used visions and dreams to communicate with many throughout the Bible, from Abraham (Gen. 15:1) to John (Rev. 1:9-11). But there was no regularity to these events. Apparently God communicated through whatever means served his purposes-including visions, angels, prophets, the written Word and even a talking animal (Num. 22:21-31). 

God still can communicate in any way he chooses. Some believe he continues to send special revelations, especially to those with the gift of prophecy and that these must be interpreted within strict guidelines (1 Cor. 14:26-33). Others believe that the need for such revelations stopped after the early days of the church, when every Christian began to be guided personally by the Holy Spirit and the written Scriptures (John 16:13). 


Evaluating people's claims that they have had dreams or visions from God must be done carefully. The Law of Moses demanded the death penalty for false interpreters of dreams who tried to mislead God's people (Deut. 13:1-5). Even Daniel knew his abilities were limited; he had to ask God for the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar's dream (2:18-19) and needed help to interpret his own visions (7:15-16; 8:15-16). Also see article: What do ancient visions mean to us today? (Zech. 1:8). 

a.  Do you think God speaks through visions and dreams today? Explain your answer.
b.  If so, how might one determine if the dream has true spiritual meaning?

2.  Fill in the following chart concerning Joseph’s dreams.

	
	First Dream (vv. 5-8)
	Second Dream (vv. 9-11)

	Paraphrase Joseph’s dream.
	
	

	What might it mean?
	
	

	To whom does Joseph tell his dream?
	
	

	What is their response?
	
	

	Why do you think Joseph related the dream to his family?
	
	


3.  Joseph’s dreams set the foundation for his life story. What purpose might God have in giving them to Joseph at this time?

4.  “….his father gave it quite a bit of thought and wondered what it all meant” (v. 11 The Living Bible
). What might be some of Jacob’s thoughts about his son’s dreams?
Third Day

Read Genesis 37:12-36   Sold
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1.  On the map above, trace Joseph’s journey as he searches for his brothers and their flocks. Approximately how many miles did he travel to find them?

2.  Joseph found his brothers in Dothan. As he approached them, they saw him “in the distance” (v. 18).

a.  When they saw him what name do they call their brother? What does that reveal about the impact of hearing Joseph’s dreams?

b.  What did they begin planning?

3.  What does Reuben suggest they do with Joseph? What was his ultimate plan (vv. 21-22)? Does this affect your opinion of Reuben?

4.  When Joseph is stripped and thrown into the cistern what does he do (Genesis 42:21)?

a.  How do the brother’s respond (vv. 25-28)?

b.  What are Reuben’s words when he finds Joseph gone (vv. 29, 30)? How do you think he felt?

5.  What trick do the brothers use to deceive Jacob to conclude that Joseph is dead?
Observing Jacob’s overwhelming grief (vv. 34-35) should have touched even the hardest heart. Imagine you are one of the sons that sold Joseph into slavery. Would you have been a “whistle blower” of the continued cover-up? Explain your answer.

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 38:1-14   Judah

1.  Why do you think Judah leaves his brothers “at this time”?
a.  Who does he meet and who does he marry?

b.  What are the names of his sons?

2.  Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10. Explain the details of a “levirate marriage”.

a. How did Er die?

b. What was Onan’s sin?

3. Do you think Judah was honest with Tamar when he sent her home to her father’s house?
Fifth Day

Read Genesis 38:12-30   Tamar

1.  Why and how does Tamar deceive Judah?
2.  When Judah attempts to pay and then fails to find the “prostitute” what does he decide about the pledge he has given her (v. 23)?

What was the pledge and what might it have meant?

3.  What is Judah’s response to the news his daughter-in-law Tamar is pregnant?
a.  Does this seem hypocritical to you? Have you ever experienced a “double-standard” in school, or work, or in your family?

b.  In what way do you think Tamar was “more righteous” than Judah?

4.  Compare Tamar’s delivery of twin sons (Genesis 38:27-30) to the birth of Esau and Jacob by Rebekah (Genesis 25:21-26). What similarities do you find?
Challenge: The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

One of Tamar’s twin sons, Perez, became part of the lineage of Jesus Christ. Read Ruth 4:11-22 and Matthew 1:1-16 and underline his name and his father Judah.

Does this surprise you that the lineage of Jesus would include a story like Tamar and Judah? Explain your answer. What might you learn about God and grace from this?
How does God’s grace encourage you in your own life this week?
Lesson 7                                                                                        Genesis 39, 40, 41

First Day

Read Genesis 39:1-6   Potiphar’s House

1.  As you review last week’s lesson on Joseph and Judah/Tamar, which part(s) of the stories most impacted you?


[image: image5.emf]

2.  Trace Joseph’s journey to Egypt on the map above. Approximately how many miles did he cover in his travels?

3.  Briefly paraphrase what happened to Joseph when he arrived in Egypt (vv. 1-6).
4.  How might Joseph have perceived the hand of God working on his behalf during this time?

How have you recently seen God’s presence and His providential care working in your circumstances at work, at home, or with friends?

5.  Describe in your own words Joseph’s appearance (v. 6).

Second Day
Read Genesis 39:7-23   Potiphar’s Wife

1.  Joseph repeatedly refused to lie with Potiphar’s wife. Why do you think he stated that sleeping with her would be a “sin against God” (v. 9)?

Do you think all sin is ultimately “against God”? Read Psalm 51:4 and explain your answer.

2.  What in Joseph’s character or actions do you find admirable, even perhaps remarkable?

3.  Is Joseph a unique person, able to resist great temptation, or do we all have the capacity to overcome when tempted? (See 1 Corinthians 10:13)

4.  Putting yourself in the place of Potiphar’s wife, what feelings might you immediately experience if a slave rejected your advances? How might those feelings explain her actions (vv. 13‑19)?

5.  What lesson(s) about temptation and resistance to it might you remember from this story in the future?

Third Day

Read Genesis 40:1-23   Prison, the Cupbearer and the Baker

1.   Reading the account of Joseph’s imprisonment, how might you describe the prison? Who are some of the prisoners and why are they there (vv. 39:20; 40:1-4)?

2.  Two prisoners each dreamed one night (v. 5) and neither understood the meaning of their dream.

a. Who specifically does Joseph credit with the power to interpret dreams (v. 8)?

b. From verse 8 what insights might you gain about Joseph’s relationship with God?

3.  Fill in the following chart about the two dreams.

	
	The Dream
	The Interpretation
	The Fulfillment

	Cupbearer
	
	
	

	Baker
	
	
	


4.  What was Joseph’s one request of the cupbearer? Did the cupbearer fulfill his request?

a.  If you were in a situation like Joseph’s at this time how would you feel?

b.  How does faith affect how you deal with your thoughts and feelings?
Fourth Day

Read Genesis 41:1-40   Pharaoh’s Dreams

Note:  This is the third set of dreams in the Joseph narrative (vv. 37:5-10;  40:9-22).

1.  Some two years later, Pharaoh has two dreams in one night (vv. 1-7). List the similarities and the differences in his dreams.

2.  How does Joseph answer Pharaoh’s statement “when you hear a dream you can interpret it” (v. 15)?

a.  Are you ever tempted to promote yourself or take pride in your own talents? Share a story if applicable.

b.  How might Joseph’s words and attitude influence you in this area?

3.  Paraphrase Joseph’s interpretation of the dreams (vv. 25-32).

4.  According to verses 37-40 what was the reason Joseph is promoted?

By your speech and actions might others also say that you have the “Spirit of God” ( ru ah elohim)?

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 41:41-57   Ruler

1.  List details of Joseph’s new job description (vv. 40-46).

POSITION:

REPORTS TO:

SUPERVISES:

BASIC JOB FUNCTION

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES

-

-

-

-

-

-

COMPENSATION
2.  At this time what was happening in Joseph’s personal life (vv. 45, 50-52)?

What do his sons’ names reveal about Joseph’s relationship with God and his past life?

3.  Briefly describe how Pharaoh’s dreams came true (vv. 47-49, 53-54).

4.  Read ahead to discover Joseph’s long-term plan for the famine (Genesis 41:55-57; 47:13-26). Do you think that Joseph’s political and economic plan for providing food during the famine was fair and equitable or did he take advantage of the people’s poverty?

Challenge:  Imagine you are Asenath (v. 50) and are being interviewed by Piers Morgan on CNN tonight. How would you respond to his following questions?

How did you feel when you heard you were marrying a Hebrew slave?

Does he ever talk about his past life?

There were scandal accusations of his being involved in a rape; do you know if it was true?

We all know the “public man.” Tell us something of the “family man.” How is he at home?

What part does his religion play in his life? Have you converted? What religion are you raising the children to believe?

Are you happy being married to Joseph?

Lesson 8                                                                                      Genesis 42:1-47:12

First Day

Read Genesis 42:1-38   First Journey to Egypt

1.  What encouraged or challenged you from last week’s lesson about Joseph’s early life?
2.  Read chapter 42 and summarize Jacob’s sons’ first journey to Egypt due to the famine.

3.  Why do you think Joseph did not reveal himself to the brothers as soon as he recognized them (v. 7)?
4.  Define repentance. In verses 21-23 the brothers begin to remember what they did to Joseph many years previous. Do you think at this point they are repentant? Explain your answer.

a.  Is there any past sin in your life that God might be reminding you of in hopes you repent? Will you?

b.  If you have already repented of a remembered sin and received forgiveness, who might still accuse you of it and want you to feel guilty? Why? What scripture verses can encourage you?

5.  Joseph insists the brothers return from Canaan with Benjamin in order to release Simeon from prison.

a. How is Reuben’s offer an insight to his feelings for his father and his brother Benjamin?

b. What is Jacob’s reaction and why do you think he responds in this way (vv. 4; 36-38)?

Second Day

Read Genesis 43:1-34   Second Journey to Egypt

1.  In verses 1-14 Jacob wrestles with the fact that Benjamin must go with the brothers if they are to return to Egypt for food.

a.  What insights regarding Judah’s character do you observe in his offer to his father (vv. 8‑10)?

b.  Do you think Jacob’s prayer (vv. 13, 14) is full of faith or resignation or both? Explain your answer.

c.  How might his prayer resemble some of your own prayers right now?

2.  What do the brothers fear when they are invited to Joseph’s house (v. 18)?

a.  What does this fear cause them to do (vv. 19-22)?

b.  How does the steward respond (v. 23)?

c.  If you were one of the brothers listening to the steward’s reply what might be your thoughts? Would you see God in this situation, or something else?

3.  When Joseph meets Benjamin he is overcome with emotion (vv. 29, 30). As soon as he regains his composure he begins the banquet feast. If you had been an invited guest what observations would have impressed you? Astonished you? Caused you to ask why?

Third Day

Read Genesis 44:1-34   Judah’s Plea

1.  Why do you think Joseph targeted Benjamin’s sack with the silver goblet (vv. 1, 2)?

2.  In light of their previous experience with returned money (42:27, 28) why do you think the brothers made this vow to the steward (v. 9)?

a.  When the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack what do the brothers do and what do you think it means (v. 13)?

b.  Read verse 16. What do you think Judah means when he says “your servants’ guilt”?

c.  Can you recall a time when God through other people and/or events “uncovered” your guilt? If so, what did you do?

3.  Judah’s plea can be identified as the turning point in this story. Recalling previous information about Judah (37:26, 27; 38:26; 43:3-10) why do you think he steps forward to intercede for Benjamin?

a.  What words in this section speak to you of Judah’s love for his father? For his brother?

b.  What is the ultimate proof of Judah’s change of heart in his plea?

c.  Has God been working on your heart concerning relationships in your family? What will you do about it?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 45:1-28   Joseph Revealed

1.  Imagine you are one of the brothers when Joseph reveals his identity. What emotions and thoughts might you have at that moment (vv. 1-8; 15)?

a.  How might specifically Benjamin feel at this reunion (vv. 12, 13)?

b.  In what ways does Joseph express his love and forgiveness to the brothers?

c.  In what similar ways has God shown you His love and forgiveness? How have you shown Him your gratitude?

2.  Read Romans 8:28. How does the story of Joseph illustrate this timeless truth?

a.  Compare and contrast Romans 8:28 with Joseph’s words in Genesis 45:5-7.

b.  In what part(s) of your life story do you also see God working out His purposes for eternal good?

3.  What instructions do Pharaoh and Joseph give to the brothers (vv. 9-10; 17-20, 24)?

What provisions are made for them (vv. 11, 21‑23)?

4.  What finally convinced Jacob to travel to Egypt (vv. 27, 28)?

Fifth Day

Read Genesis 46:1-47:12   Family Reunion

1.  When Jacob reaches Beersheba what family history might he be remembering?

a.  Genesis 12:10-20

b.  Genesis 15:13-16

c.  Genesis 21:22-33

d.  Genesis 26:23-25
2.  Four times in Genesis God says, “Do not be afraid” (15:1; 21:17; 26:24; 46:3).  What might be causing Jacob to fear at this time?

Have you ever experienced a similar fear? How were you comforted during that time?

3.  What do you think is the purpose of listing all the names of the “sons of Israel who went to Egypt” (vv. 8-27)?

4.  In speaking of this family reunion (vv. 28-30) Donald G. Barnhouse states:

“Here is one of the most beautiful moments in all Scripture. Joseph had been the beloved of his father; from him he had received the fitted garment of distinction. Now he sees his father again. The tears shed in the pit, by the slave in slavery, and in days of triumph, found their complement in tears of joy.”

a.  Imagine you are Joseph. After tears and long embraces, what might be some of the first few sentences you would speak to your father? What if you were Jacob? What words would you be longing to say to Joseph?

b.  If you were covering this event for the evening news, what words would you be saying to describe this reunion?

c.  Does this loving reunion encourage or convict you regarding compassion for a parent or a child? Explain your answer.

5.  Joseph carefully prepares his brothers for an audience with Pharaoh (46:31-34).

a.  What do you imagine Jacob might say as he blesses Pharaoh (47:10)?
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b.  Locate Goshen on the map above. Read Exodus 9:26; 12:40. According to these verses how long did Jacob’s family stay in Goshen?

Challenge: Our Ultimate Family Reunion

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and take a few minutes to ponder our ultimate family reunion with God and fellow believers.

a.  Name those who you long to see at that reunion. After meeting Jesus, who do you want to talk to first? Why?

b.  What biblical person are you most interested in meeting face to face? Why?

c.  Are you sure you will be at this “family” reunion? Why or why not?

Lesson 9                                                                                    Genesis 47:28-50:26
First Day

Read Genesis 47:28-31; 48:1-22
   Jacob Blesses Manasseh and Ephraim 

1.  What lessons from our study last week do you remember and plan to put into practice?
2.  Jacob shares his dying request with Joseph. What does he ask him to do (Genesis 47:28-31)?

How does this request show Jacob’s steadfast faith in God’s covenantal promises to Abraham and Isaac?

Note:  Read 1 Chronicles 5:1, 2 which help explain Jacob’s actions in Genesis 48.

“They will be mine. Jacob is here adopting his two grandsons Manasseh and Ephraim as his sons, and so they will have equal share with the other brothers. They will be in the place of Joseph and Levi (who will become a priestly tribe) in the settlement of the land.”

3.  Joseph brings his two sons to Jacob’s bedside (Genesis 48:1, 2).

a.  What aspects of the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3) does Jacob recall that were confirmed to him by God at Luz (also known as Bethel, Genesis 35:6, 9-15)?

b.  Why do you think Jacob mentioned his wife Rachel at this time (Genesis 48:7)?

c.  What specific words of Jacob’s blessing of Joseph speak to your heart and why (Genesis 48:15, 16)?

d.  What action by Jacob displeases Joseph (Genesis 48:17)? Why do you think this was so?  How does Jacob explain his actions?
4.  The writer of Hebrews chose this life event as Jacob’s “greatest act of faith”
 (Hebrews 11:21). Why do you think it is included in the “faith chapter”?

What words of the blessing specifically reveal Jacob’s faith as a “Covenant Keeper”?

5.  If you were Manasseh or Ephraim on that day what words and/or actions of your grandfather Jacob might you always remember?

Second Day

Read Genesis 49:1-28   Jacob Blesses His Twelve Sons

Note: The Patriarchal Blessing of Jacob’s sons is an oracle, a prophecy, and a description of their destiny in the “days to come.” They are written in a literary form of Hebraic poetic parallelism.

1.  Fill in the following chart with a few words or phrases that summarize the prophecy:

	Leah’s Sons
	Zilpah’s Sons
	Bilhah’s Sons
	Rachel’s Sons

	Reuben
	Gad
	Dan
	Joseph

	Simeon & Levi
	Asher
	Naphtali
	Benjamin

	Judah*
	
	
	

	Zebulun
	
	
	

	Issachar
	
	
	


*“v. 10 has traditionally been viewed as a messianic prophecy in both the Jewish and Christian traditions.”

2.  Review the following map.
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Which prophecy(cies) do you see fulfilled in the division of the land (Numbers 32:33‑42; Joshua 18:11‑19:48)?

3.  How is your future destiny determined by what you do with God’s words to you today?

What will you choose or what will you avoid to do today knowing its consequences for tomorrow?

Third Day

Read Genesis 49:29-50:13   Jacob’s Death and Burial

1.  Jacob repeats his dying request (Genesis 47:29-31; 48:21) to all the sons (Genesis 49:29-32). What additional details are added in these verses?

2.  Jacob dies at 147 years old. How did his death immediately impact Joseph (Genesis 50:1-3)? What was its impact on the Egyptians (50:3)?

[image: image8.png]THE JOURNEYS OF JOSEPH
GEN. 37; 39-46

o ciy
© City (uncertain location]
= Migration of Jacob and his sons
== Migration of Jacob’s sons
Joseph'’s journey into slavery

= Joseph’s brothers’ and Jacob’s
journeys from Canaan

Anclent canal

) ( A S
( ftors)

Goshensucon,
ok

i
Pithom

Noph =
{Memphis)

1
Ng‘olcmyypr |

y to Shur

Wilderness
of Shur

Sinai Desert

L g

sinel L)
J esen
S

0 0 X 0 oM
D H Dluonetsr !






3.  Trace on the map above the journey back to Canaan to bury Jacob.

a.  In a few sentences, write a eulogy that Joseph might have given for Jacob as he buried him in the Cave at Machpelah (50:13).

b.  Based on what you have observed about Jacob in our lessons do you think he was effective or faithful as a “Covenant Keeper”? Why or why not?

c.  What aspects of God’s character have you discovered or re-discovered through the study of the life of Jacob?

d.  How has that discovery strengthened your faith?

Fourth Day

Read Genesis 50:14-26   Forgiveness and Joseph’s Last Days

1.  Death of a parent often changes or challenges family relationships.

a.  Do you think the brothers’ fear of Joseph was justified (Genesis 50:15‑17)? Explain your answer.

b.  Why do you think Joseph weeps at receiving this message (Genesis 50:17)?

c.  What truth about God does Joseph repeat to the brothers (Genesis 45:5‑7; 50:19‑21)?

d.  How do you think Joseph had the ability to speak these powerful words (Genesis 50:19‑21)?

e.  In the up and down events of life is it easy or difficult for you to remember this truth? What might help you remember?

2.  Read Matthew 6:12; 1 Corinthians 13:5; Ephesians 4:32 and the following
:


a.  Which of the promises of forgiveness do you see modeled by Joseph?

b.  In your own experience, which of the promises is most difficult for you to keep and why?

c.   Is there someone today you need to fully forgive? Are you willing to pray for the courage and strength to forgive?

3.  Joseph died 54 years after his father Jacob’s death. What similar dying request does he make (Genesis 50:24-25)? What do you think it means (Hebrews 11:22)?

4.  How does the life of Joseph encourage you to live more Christ-like remembering others are observing you?  In your family? At work? In the neighborhood?

Fifth Day

Review of The Patriarchs:  Covenant Keepers

1.  Review the Patriarchal Family Tree chart below. To which of the numerous characters in our study do you most relate and why?

[image: image9.jpg]The Patriarchal Family Tree

Terah

Terah’s age at the
birth of Abram
(702 1302) and the
relative ages of his
sons is dependent
upon the texts and
the interpretations
of Gen. 11.26,3%
12.4; Acts 7.4.

Sops
of Terah

Abraham

departed Ur with Terah,

Lo, and Sarai;
settled in Haran until
death of Terah;
departed Haran for
Canaan at 75;

called "Abram”

until he was 99;

died at 175

Nahor
grandfather of
Rebekah and Laban

Haran
died in Ur
while Terah still living

Sarah
called “Sarai’
until she was 8%
died at 127

Hagar——

Sarai’s maid

“ HKeturah

wife after
death of Sarah

—lsaac

Sons
of Abraham

Rebekah

grand-daughter
of Nahor;
sister of Laban

born when
Abraham was 100
and Sarah was 90;
m. Rebekah at 40;
died at 137

Ishmael
born when Abram was c. 85;
£ of twelve princes

Zimran
Jokshan
Medan
Midian
Ishbak
Shuah

(other concubines — other sons)

Lot

nephew of Abraham

Sons
of Isaac

Jacob

lived in Haran
for 20 years;
called Tsrael”
after wrestling
with God at Peniel

Esau
older twin
of Jacob

Genesis 11-50

Sons of Jacob (Israel);
#= order of birth

Leah

older sister
of Rachel

Issachar
Zebulun

Joseph
£ of Ephraim
and Manasseh

Benjamin

“ +-Bilhah

Rachel’s maid

= LZilpah

Leah s maid






2.  How would you complete the following sentence?

In my life it seems that ______________________________________________________________ is (or was) a tragedy, a true hardship for me. But I choose to believe God is in control and working in it for my good and His glory.

How strongly do you believe the above statement? Explain your answer. How could you encourage someone else with your faith?
3.  How has this study caused you to more passionately worship and trust the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”?

Challenge:  Choose one answer from above or from the Patriarch’s Legacy sheet that you will be willing to share with your group next week.

1.  I will not dwell on this incident.


2.  I will not bring this incident up and use it against you.


3.  I will not talk to others about this incident.


4.  I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship.














� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Expository Notes on Genesis 26. Dr. Thomas Constable. Bible.org. 30 June 2011. <http://net.bible.org>


� La Vista Church of Christ. (2011, December 7). La Vista Church of Christ Answers. Retrieved December 7, 2011, from La Vista Church of Christ: http://lavistachurchofchrist.org/LVanswers/2007/02-20a.htm


� Krell, K. (2005). "Born to be Wild" (Genesis 25:19-34). Retrieved June 30, 2011, from bible.org: http://bible.org/seriespage/born-be-wild-genesis-2519-34


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


�Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, Map 22.


� The Jewish Study Bible, Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler editors, Jewish Publication Society, Oxford University Press, Inc. Oxford, New York ,2004, p.67


� Cowman, L. B. (2011). Streams in the Desert - Feb. 20 - Streams in the Desert, with Mrs. Charles Cowman - Christianity.com. Retrieved July 9, 2011, from Christianity.com: http://www.christianity.com/devotionals/streams-in-the-desert/11529916/


� Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1996) p.552. 


� Keteyian, A. (2009, November 9). Exclusive: Rape in America: Justice Denied - CBS News. Retrieved July 9, 2011, from CBS News.com: http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/11/09/cbsnews_investigates/main5590118.shtml?tag=contentMain;contentBody


� Quest Bible, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1994, p. 1212.


� The Living Bible, Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois, 1971, p. 34.


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, Map 23.


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Barnhouse, Donald G. Genesis. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1970, p. 212.


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� NET Bible Notes on Genesis 48. Bible.org. 28 July 2011. <http://net.bible.org>


� Allen P. Ross, Creation and Blessing (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1996) p.689.


� Jewish Study Bible, Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler editors, Jewish Publication Society, Oxford University Press, Inc. Oxford, New York ,2004, p. 970.


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible Atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Sande, Ken. "Four Promises of Forgiveness." Peacemaker Ministries. n.d. http://www.peacemaker.net/site/c.aqKFLTOBIpH/b.958157/k.B361/Four_Promises_of_Forgiveness.htm (accessed July 29, 2011).


� North Clackamas Bible Community. "The Patriarchal Family Tree." BcResources.net. September 18, 2008. http://bcresources.net/app-Docs/PatriarchalFamilyTree.pdf (accessed July 29, 2011).





2







Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

3



image1.png

THE JOURNEYS OF JOSEPH
GEN. 37; 39-46
o city
© City {uncertain location)
= Migration of Jacob and his sons
== Migration of Jacob's sons
Joseph's journey into slavery

| = Joseph’s brothers’ and Jacob's
jourheys from Canaan

Anclent canal

LMeTpmﬁl
FEgrer

( Avarls |
{ wistilll
Goshe Nsucoth,
[ 3 ol?lllmm

Wilderness

of Shur

y to Shur

Sinai Desert

L g
Betne Lzl
[ Jenvsaen

0 0 X 0 oM

D B liemetes




















Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible atlas. Holman Reference. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

3



image1.png

THE JOURNEYS OF JOSEPH
GEN. 37; 39-46
o city
© City {uncertain location)
= Migration of Jacob and his sons
== Migration of Jacob's sons
Joseph's journey into slavery

| = Joseph’s brothers’ and Jacob's
jourheys from Canaan

Anclent canal

LMeTpmﬁl
FEgrer

( Avarls |
{ wistilll
Goshe Nsucoth,
[ 3 ol?lllmm

Wilderness

of Shur

y to Shur

Sinai Desert

L g
Betne Lzl
[ Jenvsaen

0 0 X 0 oM

D B liemetes














