2Sam 1 to 4		Nov 2, 2008
	We left David in Ziklag after mounting a successful battle against the Amalekites who took advantage of absence of the men. When we begin 2 Sam we find that the story continues on “without missing a beat”. We find David and his men 3 days after their conquest back in Ziklag. What will transpire in the first 4 chapters of this book is the full transition from Saul to David. In this time frame we come to know more about David as “a man after God’s own heart”.  To help us understand that we have to look “not on the outward but on the inward”. We see how David’s heart responds as God’s heart would respond towards Saul, Jonathan, Abner and then Ishbosheth.  
David teaches us the principle: Lamenting and Memorializing of others in death is a godly trait, 
The Amalekite, Abner, Rechab and Baanah teach us the principle: God is dishonored by presumptuous sins. Avenging is God’s work, not man’s.  
Our AIM this week is to see how God expects us to respond to presumptuous sins of others; how to memorialize others 
DAY ONE: 2Sam 1: David exacts justice and memorializes Saul and Jonathan 
1. Recalling 1Sam 31 and 1Chron 10:4-5, explain this visitor’s account that arrives unannounced at the camp in Ziklag. Which account is the ‘truth’ and which is false? Give reasons for your decision. 


2. What was the ulterior motive of this one who came to tell David of Saul’s death? 


3. How did David and his men respond to the news and to the Amalekite? Give reasons for both. (use 1Sam 15 & 30). 



4. Read through the poem David wrote to memorialize Saul. What do you see about the heart of David for Saul and Jonathan? Luke 6:27; 35




APPLICATION: How did David, and then how can we, apply 1Cor 13:4-8; Matt 5:4; 5:43-45 when we are in a similar situation? 



DAY TWO: 1Sam 2: A Country Divided
5. David took two steps to unify Judah. What were they? 


6. Who is Ishbosheth and how did he get to be ruler in Israel; read between the lines and then answer: was he the “real” ruler of Israel? 2 Sam 2 and 3:7-8. 


7. Put Abner in historical context:  1Sam 14:51; 17:55; 26:14; 2Sam 2; 2Sam 3:7; 26-27. 


8. How does David reveal to us the character qualities of patience, longsuffering; trust in Jehovah? 


9. How is vs 3:1 a fitting summary to this time in Israel?


DAY THREE: 2 Sam 3: David Mourns Abner
10. Who is Joab? 1Sam26:6; 2Sam 2:13; 18; 3:22. What do you surmise of his character?


11. What takes place in chapter 3 of which David is innocent? Is Joab innocent? FACT: Hebron was a city of refuge. What does Numbers tell us are the “rules” God put into place for avenging the blood of another?  Josh 21:13; Num 35:21-25


12. David said Joab was unrighteous in what he did, even though Joab was careful to be “outside the gate”.  Give at least 2 reasons for David’s rebuke to Joab.; Matt 5:38-39.



13.  Read 2Sam 3:31-39. How do we explain David’s response to Abner in death even though in life he was a conspirator and a deceiver?


DAY FOUR:  2Sam 4: David Mourns Ishbosheth
14. How did Ishbosheth respond to the news of Abner’s death and what transpired in this chapter that will bring a close to the house of Saul? Was it a righteous act or not? 

15. Once again we see David’s response to this newest wave of mercenary killing. How did David show respect and end this sordid chapter in the life of Israel? 



DAY FIVE: THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX
After pondering David’s way of honoring fallen “heroes” regardless of their walk in this life; (A)What does God want us to learn from this tragedy in Israel’s history? (B) what is the practical lesson we can take away from this history chapter? 



Think of Psa 19:13  Moreover, keep me from committing flagrant sins; do not allow such sins to control me. Then I will be blameless, and innocent of blatant rebellion. What thoughts were perhaps on the mind of  David as he considered this verse?  Then: How can you apply that verse’s principles to your life? 




 


