2Samuel 13-20		Nov 23, 2008
	David’s grieving over his sin and the loss of the baby born to he and Bathsheba is a turning point in David’s reign as king. God forgives but He still allows the consequences to brought to bear that we might learn from them and others might as well. From chapter 11 onward God will show us several lessons regarding sin and its consequences that we may take heed lest we too fall prey to the enemy of sin. Where scripture is silent we are not to speculate; therefore our questions are irrelevant as to why David did not discipline Amnon or Absalom. However, we can look and heed closely how God used his children’s errors of judgment to discipline David and to draw him closer to HIMSELF. A NT principle is given by Paul in: 1Co 10:6  These things happened as examples for us, so that we will not crave evil things as they did.
PRINCIPLES: Parental inconsistency bears fruit of rebellion; Beware lest grief cloud your discernment
OUR AIM this week is not to ask the “whys” for the answers are often not given and are not a part of God’s purposes.  Instead God wants us to see from David’s life how to handle the gravity of His chastisement sent our way due to sin. 

DAY ONE: 2Sam 13-19:8 Consequences of Sin 
1. Review David’s sin, the judgment, the first consequence that followed from 2 Sam 12. 

2. Read 2Sam 13-19:8  in one sitting. Using 2Sam 3:2-3; 2 Sam 13:1, give the family genealogy that will be a critical part of this historical sequence of events. 


3. What were the next 3 consequences that occurred as a direct result of David’s sin. Using 2 Sam 12, correlate the sin to the prophecy given by Nathan. 

4. What was the OT Law regarding sisters and brothers? Ex 22:16-17;  Deut 22:13-29; Lev 18:9; 11; Lev 20:17. 


5. How does Heb 12:1-13 fit in here as an instructional tool for the believer? 



DAY TWO: 2 Sam 13-19:8  “Not as I will but what YOU will”…..
We must remember that God gives each person choices and we choose to make them wisely or foolishly. David made a choice that night on the balcony of the palace showing contempt for the commands of God. His choice will culminate in many sad consequences for his family. His sons teach us how when grown and able to make decisions, they make them independently of their father’s counsel which results in division and disunity.  Our goal is to see how God uses this chastisement in David’s life to draw him closer to Himself even though the road is hard and fraught with many obstacles. In this we glean an important principle from David found in 2Sam 15: If I find favor in the LORD's sight he will bring me back and enable me to see both it and his dwelling place again. However, if he should say, 'I do not take pleasure in you,' then he will deal with me in a way that he considers appropriate.” David is saying I am his humble servant and am ready to be willing to accept what He has planned from His hand. This is like Christ…. Yet not what I will, but what you will. 

6. Read again the words of Nathan the Prophet to David: 2Sam 12:9-12. From the chapters you read on this incident; tell how God fulfilled each part of that prophecy before David’s eyes. 

	the sword will never depart from your house.


	I am about to bring disaster on you from inside your own household 


	I will take your wives and hand them over to your companion. He will have sexual relations with your wives in broad daylight!




DAY THREE: 2 Sam 13-20 Character Analysis: The children of David and their choices
7. Sadly, like Cain, there is but one chapter devoted to the son Amnon. What do you learn about Amnon from chapters 13? 


8. What do you learn about Tamar in this same chapter? 


9.What about Absalom? How did he usurp David’s right as judge in the case of his sister’s rape? What does that tell you about his character; his understanding of OT Law, his respect for his father? Principle: Deut 22:25-29; Ex 22:16-17. What is the warning you glean from his life for your family; for your church?



10. When Joab brought the woman of Tekoa to David with the story he concocted do you think he was thinking of the NT principle found in Luke 17:3? 

11. Contrast David’s response in 2 Sam 12:13 with the words from Absalom in 2 Sam 14:32.  


12. What is the principle of God that the woman of Tekoa teaches us from 2Sam 14:14. 


DAY FOUR: Lesson application 
13. Did David learn from this lesson as he raised Adonijah and Solomon and if so what evidence can you provide that he did? Read 1 Kings 1-2; 1Chron 28-29.  



14. There is always a silver lining to any cloud. As you read the last chapters in this section make a list of those who were faithful to David which encouraged him in this difficult time. How does that encourage you? 


15. One of the misconceptions we have of God’s character is that He punishes us after we are repentant. How can you then explain the difference between punishment and divine discipline to one who is struggling or suffering? Read Heb 12:5-11.  To further help you recall the story in John 9:1-2; Job 4 and 5. 



16. How do these chapters in the life of David teach us about God’s patience; lovingkindness; mercy; and forgiveness? 




