Acts 8		June 22, 2008
	The eighth chapter of Acts continues Luke’s theme of life as a “witness for Christ” by giving us a whirlwind tour of life after Stephen’s stoning. Through the eye of Luke we get a glimpse of what it means to be obedient, what it means to be a man of honest report, what it means to be full of the Holy Ghost and what it means to be full of wisdom. God now will begin to fulfill His prophetic word long ago prophesied by Isaiah in 49:6 “I will also give thee (speaking of Jesus ) for a light to the Gentiles”.  Philip, a Hellenist would be God’s choice to begin this work. Who was this man? What can we learn from him that we might use in practical everyday life? 
PRINCIPLES: Scattered believers went proclaiming the good news; Salvation is freely given as is also the Holy Spirit. God’s message of salvation is for all the world.
Our Aim this week is to see that God desires that Jesus be proclaimed to all peoples.
DAY ONE: Philip the Man
1.What do we know of Philip? List as many details of him as you can find: Acts 6: 5; Acts 8; Acts 21:8.



2. Read between the lines: when, how and why did Philip leave Jerusalem and where did he go? 




DAY TWO: Acts 8:4-8 Philip’s First Ministry
3. What do we recall about the Samaritans? Explain: Mt 10:5, John 4, Acts 1:8 in light of this passage. 



4.Philip is known as God’s first missionary. How did God authenticate Philip’s ministry in Samaria; why did he give him such power there and what was the result?  Acts 8:8 



DAY THREE: Acts 8:9-13 Simon the Sorcerer
6.  Who is Simon?  Contrast Philip and Simon: look at their message, their means, and the outcome. 
Ex. Philip used God’s power and Simon used demonic power. 



7. What does God say about those that practice sorcery? Deut 18:11 and 12; Gal 5: 19 and 20; Rev 21:8.



DAY FOUR: Acts 8:14-25 Peter exposes Simon
8. Give the reasons Peter and John came to Samaria. What do we remember about John from Luke 9:54. 



9. Why is Acts 8:14-16 a significant detail and what can we learn from this about how God revealed to Peter and John the truth of  Is 49:6? 



10. What did Simon ask Peter and how did Peter respond? Was he being too harsh with Simon? Acts 8: 18-23.
11. Luke leaves us to ponder Simon and therefore we cannot be dogmatic on his spiritual condition.  However, what do both Luke in Acts 8 and Jesus in Mt 7:17-20 offer as evidence to perhaps what it might have been?  



DAY FIVE: Acts 8:26-40 Philip’s Second Ministry

PRINCIPLE: God leads and we are but to follow, even if we do not understand or know the next step. 12. Give the way Philip knew what to do after his time in Samaria and what two heavenly orders were given to Philip? How is his response an example to us?



13. Describe the scene and then tell how Philip explained the “plan of salvation” to the Ethiopian. How can you apply that to your own situation? 



14. THOUGHT QUESTION: From Deut 23:1; Is 56:3-5; what fact do we learn.  God has a message for the world to hear through this story. What is it and how does Is 55:8-9 fit in here? Why is this an important conversion story for us? 




APPLICATION QUESTION….Jesus said a man is known by his fruits. Answer each below for Philip and then for yourself. 
Character is about who you are when no one is looking. Luke tells us that Philip had the genuine character quality of one who was a man of honest report, in other words he was a man of integrity. Using the data from question #1 and Acts 8; What evidence would you use to prove that this was true?  Can God say this of you and if you say yes what is the evidence that you would offer in your defense? 



In addition, Philip was a man full of the Holy Spirit and therefore he was able to accomplish mighty work for God. What does it mean to be “full of” the Holy Spirit? Is this true of you?  



Thirdly, using Acts 6, we also learn that he had to have had wisdom.  Using Acts 8 what evidence proves this to be true? Can God say this of you? 



Philip was instantly obedient and submissive no matter what God called him to do.  An angel of the Lord said “go” and Philip went;  the  Spirit said “go” and Philip went. What does this tell you about his spiritual walk?  How did God honor him? Acts 21:8. How has God honored you? 

