Genesis 41		April 27, 2008
	
	Joseph has languished in prison for two full years yet in all that time we do not hear one word of rebuke or praise from God.  Did Joseph wonder if God had forgotten him? What has God been doing these two years? The scriptures are silent on his work, his day-to-day activities, and his thoughts but in chapter 41 we see the fruit of those two years. Joseph is learning the lessons that will prepare him for the time when God exalts him.  Paul gives us a hint as to what that lesson is: Php 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. We need to know that no matter where God has placed us, He is at work in us. He is the potter and we are the clay  conforming us that we might show the world the image of Christ. 
PRINCIPLES: The man who hears and submits to God can be trusted with the things of God; 
OUR AIM this week is to see where we are in God’s growth plan for our lives using the life of Joseph as a test. Are we content waiting on HIM? Are we ready when God’s call comes? 

DAY ONE:  Step One: God’s Plan Executed Through Dreams
1. Time frame: How long has it been since Joseph asked the cupbearer to ‘remember him’? 

2. Setting: Pharaoh has a dream. What was the reaction of Pharaoh about his dream and give a plausible reason for his reaction. What does the Bible tell us about dreams? Eccl 5:3; Dan 2:1-4; Deut. 13:1-3 Num 12:6.  

3. Dream: What facts about the dream show that this is no ordinary dream? Gen 41:1-8. 


4. The Egyptians like other cultures of that time kept wise men or priests. One of their many tasks was to interpret dreams. What do you learn about these and the wise men in the time of Daniel? Gen 41:8; Dan 2:3-11. 


THOUGHT QUESTION: Why were these “wise” men not so wise?  Ps 111:10; Prov 1:7, Prov 15:33
How is your wisdom meter registering? 


DAY TWO: Step Two: God’s Plan Executed Through a Cupbearer’s Recollection
5. Two years before Joseph had correctly predicted the fate of the cupbearer and asked him to remember him but he ‘forgot’ Joseph. Now God recalls for him that incident. What details did the cupbearer  reveal to Pharaoh about Joseph. 



6.When Pharaoh heard the cupbearer’s recollection what did he do? How did Joseph prepare to meet Pharaoh? What is the significance of vs 14 in light of Egyptian culture? 


7. We have been studying the “4C’s”. Joseph has passed each time. He now faces yet another temptation in vs. 14-15. What is it; was he successful and how do we also face this same temptation? Dan 2:18-23;  Dan 2:27-28; 1 Peter 5:6



DAY THREE: God’s Plan Executed Through a Slave’s Interpretation
8. As Joseph listened, God prepared. Think about what the Egyptians worshiped, who was considered the “god”. What details in both dreams would have increased the troubling in the mind of Pharaoh and why? 

9. Give the four main points of the dreams interpretation. Gen 41:24-32.


10. What five things did Joseph tell Pharaoh to do? Gen 41:33-36. What character qualities do you see in Pharaoh that set him apart from other kings? 


11. What do both Joseph and Daniel reveal to pagan kings and pagan wise men about God? Gen 41:16; 25;28; 32; Daniel 2:28-30. 


THOUGHT QUESTION:  In what way was Joseph courageous in the court of Pharaoh and his idolater priests? When you are in the presence of those who do not know Jehovah how do you respond?  Luke 12:11; Acts 4:29


DAY FOUR: God’s Plan Implemented
12. What did Pharaoh and his officials realize about Joseph and what did they choose to do with this information?  Gen 41:37-39.


13. Joseph was still a Hebrew slave. In order for him to be accepted of the Egyptians, Pharaoh wisely instituted 7 steps to insure his credibility and his acceptance by society. List them. 



14. Joseph’s ordinary dungeon day turned into an “extra” ordinary day that would change his world, the world about him and history. What steps did he take to demonstrate that he was indeed ‘wise and discerning”.  



DAY FIVE: THINKING TIME AND APPLICATION TIME 
Joseph had a message of despair balanced with hope. Do you also have that message for those God brings your way?  


Joseph, the “revealer of secrets” had such an intimate relationship with God that in times of prosperity or obscurity he was content, even thriving spiritually. What evidence can you give for that statement? 

Joseph was able to press on through times of despair and times of being forgotten. How was he able to do that? Heb 12:2; Ps 46:10; Ps 5:3; Ps 31:24.  


Where are you today? How are you facing life? Are you like Joseph? 


