Genesis 46 and 47		May 18, 2008
	In our Genesis journey through the hand of Moses we have met those with strong faith and those with weak faith.  We have learned that faith is the substance of things hoped for; being convinced of what we do not see. Faith also is the key that yields itself to trust Jehovah even in times of cloudy vision or understanding; it looks backward to see what God has done and to the future to see what God will do and to trust in all He has said He will do.  Jer 29:11  For I know what I have planned for you,' says the LORD. 'I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I have plans to give you a future filled with hope. Jacob has yet to truly understand the full import of that statement, yet his son Joseph, through adversity, has surpassed him in the depth of his understanding and his trust in Jehovah.  Joseph’s eyes had been opened through adversity to the only One who had the keys to his present circumstances and the keys to the future.  His prayer perhaps rang true with the words of what the chorus says: “open the eyes of my heart Lord…I want to see You… and…here I am to worship…to say you’re my God”
PRINCIPLES: Even when we are faithless He remains faithful (2 Tim 2:13); God the Holy Spirit goes with us when we step out in obedience.
OUR AIM this week is to rely upon our faith both during our life on earth and as we prepare for eternity. 

DAY ONE: Gen 46:1-7 God, the Holy Spirit, Reassures Jacob
1. Jacob begins his journey by stopping off at Beersheba. List as many details about Beersheba that you can from memory. When you have exhausted your memory look here: Gen 21:30-33; 22:19; 26:23, 32-33, 26:24-24. 



2. It seems that Jacob needed reassurance that to go to Egypt was the right path to follow.  Why is Jacob cautious about this move? Gen 12:10-20; Gen 26:1-3, Prov 3:5-6; James 1:5-7.



3. Give the four prophecies that God gave to Jacob at this stop. 


4. In the OT, God spoke through dreams; visions; prophets. How does the Holy Spirit speak today? 2 Tim 3:16-17. What other influences does the Holy Spirit use to help us in the decision making process? 


SHARING TIME: Have you had a Beersheba experience and if so, how did the Holy Spirit reassure you that this was the right path to follow?  



DAY TWO: Gen 46:8-27 Jacob’s Genealogy
5. It has been approximately 200 yrs since God called Abraham. How many descendants of Abraham left Canaan, how many were already in Egypt; approximately how many will leave Egypt in 400 yrs?  What does this tell you about God’s faithfulness to His prophecy and promise to Abraham in Gen 12 and 15? 


6. Just as Moses has recorded for all eternity the names of Jacob’s descendants; those that have made a conscious decision (Rom 10:9-10) are also recorded for all eternity. See Rev 20:15; 13:8. 


7. Why is this important that Moses give us at this point in time a detailed family tree and how important will that detail be for the future?  Think of Exodus-to-Joshua. 


DAY THREE:  Genesis 46:29-30 Father and Son are Reunited
8. Of all Jacob’s sons, which one was sent ahead to Joseph to announce their arrival? Give a reason why Jacob would have chosen this one son out of the others and how does this encourage you in your faith?


9. Contrast Jacob in Gen 42:36; 43:6; 14 and now in Gen 46:30. What NT saint said he could also die in peace?  Luke 2:27-28.  In what way are these two men similar? 


10. Are you, as Jacob and Simeon, prepared to die in peace? Can you say with confidence Phil 1:21 because of 1 Peter 1:3? 


DAY FOUR: Gen 46: 31-47:12 Joseph Prepares the Family for a Royal Visit 
11. Recently on the TV sequel of John Adams, we see him preparing to be the first ambassador to the King of England after the Am. Revolution. In preparation for this he is told to get new clothes and the chief courtier trains him on how to stand and bow. As we think of Jacob and the brothers as shepherds entering the royal court we can see a similar experience might have happened. How does Joseph prepare the brothers to meet Pharaoh and did they follow his “suggestions”?  


12. What does Moses tell us about the wisdom, courteous manner and graciousness in Pharaoh? How is he unlike the Pharaoh in the book of Exodus? 


13. When Jacob has his audience with the king what does he tell him? How do you interpret his words? 


14. In what way did God prepare a natural barrier so that His own would live a separated life? What would be the result of this separation in time to come? Gen 1:28; Gen 47:27; Ex. 1:5; Deut 10:22
 

DAY FIVE: Gen 47:13-27 Egyptians wither and Israelites prosper under Joseph’s wise leadership
15. As the famine increased Joseph instituted several land policies as a way to keep the people from perishing. What were they? And how did the people react to Joseph at this hard time? Gen 47:25.  


DAY FIVE: Gen 47:28-31 Jacob’s last wish
THINKING QUESTION: God gave Joseph to Jacob for 17 yrs prior to his time of servitude and God gave Joseph to Jacob for 17 yrs in Egypt.  As Jacob nears the end of his life, how did he reveal his faith in Jehovah’s promises as he talked with Joseph about his death? (review Gen 23 to see what Abraham did) 


THINKING QUESTION: What is your attitude regarding your last days on earth and your preparation regarding your passing? Are you prepared? Phil 3:20, Heb 11:13-19; 1Jn 3:2-3; 1 Cor 3:13-15.

