Isaiah 49 to 53		May 7th, 2006
	In these few chapters, Isaiah gives us a visual picture of our Messiah as nowhere else in scripture. As you read, look for those references that speak directly to his person, his work and mission, his character. In these same chapters Isaiah also challenges us to respond to Him and His call. 

PRINCIPLES: God prepared Isaiah to record prophecies about the Messiah, which were later fulfilled in the New Testament. Believers are called to respond to the Messiah and His Work in an attitude of belief and faithfulness. 

AIM:  That we may be found faithful; obedient, believing. That we may ponder anew the doctrine of substitution. 

DAY ONE:  Isaiah 53 Jesus Christ as the Messiah, God’s Servant
1. Chapters 49-52 speak of the True Israel as God’s Servant, it also is speaking of the Messiah as God’s Servant. But, when we get to Isaiah 53 we know without a shadow of doubt that Isaiah is speaking clearly of the Messiah. Compare what Isaiah wrote to what is written about Him in the NT.
ISAIAH
NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT
53:1 *Who has believed our report*
Many will be astonished and they unbelieving could not accept that this one is the Messiah. Then as now, In listening to the conversions testimonies, one hears the same refrain: I could not believe this one who came as an infant, grew up as a carpenter could be the “arm of the LORD”. 

(also Is. 52:15); John 12:37-38, Rom. 10:16
he sprinkles many nations: Ironside writes: “Hebrew scholars tell us that the word “sprinkle” here is from the same root as that for “astonied”, so it really means many were astonished at Him”
John: Jesus did many miracles, but they believed Him not; Rom (Paul quotes this passage of Isaiah)
53:2 *why Israel did not believe Jesus as Messiah*
In the gospels we see the same thread as in Isaiah, no one could believe that this man who could read and teach so graciously from Isaiah could be the Messiah for after all was he not Joseph’s son; a mere carpenter? 

Luke 4:16-23, John 1:45&46, Matt. 13:55
Luke: as Christ read from Isaiah, all eyes were fastened upon Him, believing that He was but Joseph’s son; John: Nathanael said “can any good thing come out of Nazareth”; Matt: “is not this the carpenter’s son?” 
53:3 *humiliation of Christ*
In life Christ came as a man who because of His lowly status, His life of poverty, he lived a life of humility. Ironside writes; “Some Christian teachers have misunderstood and have believed that Jesus was positively repulsive” but this is untrue: see Ps. 45:2 Psa 45:2  Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee forever. 
In addition; was it not the religious leaders of His day that spoke so favorably of Him as He sat under their tutelage? 

(also Is. 52:14);  John 1:11
Is: his visage was so marred more than any man, that he was unrecognizable; John: He came unto His own but His own received Him not
53:4 *Christ our Grief Bearer*
As our grief bearer we need to see the three areas that were griefs to Him, 
	our anxieties/calamities

our sorrows: anguish or affliction
We are commanded: And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, (JFB writes: inconsistencies; corrupt or worthless conversation etc.)

Matt. 8:17; Heb. 9:28; I Peter 2:24
Matt : that it might be fulfilled…..
Heb. after Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many,
I Pet: He himself bore our sins  in his body on the tree, that we may cease from sinning and live for righteousness. By his wounds you were healed

53:5-6 *Christ Suffers*
He gave of His blood that we might be set free: 
	our transgressions: a violation of a law/command or duty: we thus missed the mark or standard by our own volition

our iniquities: that which is morally wicked, a wicked act/behavior: sin; wickedness; to bend/to twist: the ways we choose that which is contrary to His standards; 
gone astray: to his own way. Much like in Judges 2l:25 every man did that which was right in his own eyes

Heb. 9:22; Rev. 1:5
Heb: Indeed according to the law almost everything was purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
Rev: To the one who loves us and has set us free from our sins at the cost of his own blood

53:7 *Nature of Suffering*
Jesus endured in silence, reminding us of I Peter 2: Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
	he suffered as one who was innocent 

he suffered as one who could have called a legion of angels to do His bidding 
he suffering is a paradox, for through it He accomplished a great victory over sin and death 



II Cor. 5:21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him

53:8 *Trial and Judgment*
The trials were unjust for their timing, the lack of evidence from witnesses that were truthful, to the denial of the very disciple for Jesus prayed; allowed to be beaten and scourged and condemned by the very people who had met Him with palms and shouted Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

Matt. 26 & 27 (portions)
Unjust trial at night, before the Sandhedrin, led by Annas and Caiaphas, with false witnesses, taken to Pilate whose very wife called Jesus a just man; sent to Herod who, not receiving any satisfaction sent Him back to Pilate, who washed his hands of this ‘innocent man’. 
53:9 *Death with wicked, burial with rich*
hung between two thieves, one of whom recognized and declared his innocence ; the Jewish religious establishment sought to have Him buried with the wicked but one of their own, a rich man begged the body of Pilate and with tender mercies carried and buried Him in his new tomb
Matt. 27:38; 27:57 
Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left.
a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple; ….Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:

53:10-12 *Christ the Victor*
From His death came the resurrection , breaking the bondage of sin and death, releasing the Comforter to come and indwell those that believed. 

Rom. 5:10 when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 


DAY TWO: Looking at Christ
2. Reviewing what you diligently filled in Day One’s question, what did you learn about:
a. Christ’s person Although Christ came to a humble stable in a manger through the instrument of a young maid/virgin Mary, Luk 2:51  And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them:  Luk 2:52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.  Christ lived amongst His own yet they did not recognize Him, they saw Him merely as Joseph’s son and the son of a carpenter. He lived a life of a nomad and met the needs of all He met with humility and love. Yet, in the end they crucified the very one they came to for healing and teaching. They marveled at Him yet they could not comprehend how their Messiah would be willing to inhabit flesh and blood and come without crown and pomp. 


b. Christ’s mission Luk 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
Mat 9:6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, Mat 20:28  Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.


c. Christ’s character Throughout His short life, Christ was the epitome of love and compassion to all in need, no matter small or large. He was steadfast and immovable:  (I Cor. 15:58; steadfast, unmovable,)
He continued to present God and His love to even those who rejected and despised Him. His anger at the Pharisees was that of righteous indignation for using His Father’s House as a place where money was exchanged rather than a House of Prayer.  He was patient with His own and patient with others. He was the God-Man. 

THOUGHT QUESTION: How is your perception of the Messiah changed/enhanced/enlarged by this exercise? (personal responses here) 

DAY THREE: Encouragement to remain faithful as Christ did
3. In Isaiah 49:4 we read “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for naught, and in vain”. How often do we echo these same sentiments to the work to which we have been called, forgetting that God is responsible for the outcome and we are responsible only to be obedient? How does I Cor. 15:58 and Matt. 25:21 encourage you to remain faithful as Christ did? 
The body becomes weary, the times in which we live take a toll on our emotions but we know that if faithful to the task He has called us, the rewards are immeasurable. We want to hear that we have been faithful in the small tasks that He has given to us, but the enemy hinders our progress by his insistence upon distractions seeking to deduce and draw us away. But, Paul encourages his readers to “hangest thou in there” no matter the day or time or work that is before us. Note Paul uses two nouns: work and labor. The work is the obedience to the commands of our Savior, it is the day to day exercises that He has chosen as our path and our duty is to fulfill that work with a faithful and fearful heart. Paul, in another of his messages encourages us to “work out our salvation with fear and trembling”, thus giving us the attitude to the work to which we are called. Paul then says our ‘labor is not in vain’, that is the putting forth of our energies and strength to accomplish the work. Labor will one day be rewarded and it is our duty now to be obedient, even obedient to the cross we are to bear. Jesus told us Mat 10:38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  AT the end we shall hear His voice calling us to His abode to live and enjoy eternity with Him. This is but a small time of passing  through this world and we are to redeem the time for His sake, not ours. 

1Co 15:58  So then, dear brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not be moved! Always be outstanding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. Mat 25:21  His master answered, 'Well done, good and faithful slave! You have been faithful in a few things



4.God used Isaiah to record these words: “Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD,”. In the NT prior to His ascension, Jesus gave His disciples and in turn us the command to “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations…”. What hindrances does “the enemy” place in our path that keeps us from fulfilling this command? Satan as the master deceiver would have us see the thorns, pebbles, and other fearful and bothersome and wearisome problems to keep us from the work of the Savior. II Tim. reveals that we all face the spirit of fear. Proverbs says that it is the fear of man that is our snare. It keeps us in bondage and from stepping forth to do His work. Probably that is the biggest overwhelming factor in keeping us from being the witnesses that we need to be. It behooves us to have the faith to go forward and do His work no matter how the world responds. 
II Tim. 1:7, Heb. 11:6.  2Ti 1:7  For God did not give us a Spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control. Heb 11:6  Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who approaches God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.


5. What does Is.49:15&16 say to encourage us in our work for the Master?  In these verses God reminds His people that He has not forgotten them. This must have been so encouraging to them as they were in exile in Babylon. He even goes so far to say “I have tattooed you on the palms of my hands”. That is to say, I so devoted to you that I have inscribed your name permanently there as a reminder of my love and devotion to you. When we become weary in our work it is a good reminder that He is always looking at our names on His palms and therefore we are to remain steadfast. 


DAY FOUR: Beware of the Sin of Unbelief
(Teachers: Here is a sermon on unbelief that is timely and very pointed to the topic at hand:
http://www.worldchallenge.org/pulpit_series/?yr=2006&pg=n&id=0206)
6. We fall victim to this sin because of our lack of faith. We need to look no further than the lives of the Israelites to see its insidious results. As you read 50:4, what wonderful words of encouragement are there for us to cling to as we awaken each day? How are we to respond to each new day He has given to us? Do we begin each new day with these thoughts upon our hearts and voices? Is. 50:4 He wakes me up every morning; he makes me alert so I can listen attentively as disciples do. Or do we say as Jeremiah said: Lam 3:22  ח (Khet) The LORD's loyal kindness never ceases; his compassions never end. Lam 3:23  They are fresh every morning; your faithfulness is abundant!




7. Read Is. 51:1-8. Isaiah gives instructive commands to the ‘righteous’ ones. Each one is a verb that demands accountability.  
51:1/4/7 (old English) “hearken” (today’s word) ‘listen’; 51:1/2  “look unto the rock/ look unto Abraham”; 51: 1 “seek” the Lord; 51:7 (descriptive of the righteous). “you who know righteousness”. 


8. Consider the antithesis of each command: 
a. If we are not “listening” what are we doing? We are much like Martha: Luk 10:41  But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things, Martha was not taking time as Mary to sit and listen to the Lord’s teaching. We allow the distractions of life to enter in and to keep us from  actively pursuing the art of listening. 

b. If we are not “looking” what are we doing? We are satisfied at what lies before us, but not curious as to what may lie ahead in His Word. We are not searching. Remember the parable: Mat 13:44  "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure, hidden in a field, that a person found and hid. Then because of joy he went and sold all that he had and bought that field.Mat 13:45  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. Mat 13:46  When he found a pearl of great value, he went out and sold everything he had and bought it. 


c. If we are not “seeking” the Lord what are we seeking? We are seeking the things of this life and ot the things of eternal values: Jesus said it was those that sought that were rewarded with answers. Mat 7:7  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened for you.


d. If we take not the time to “know” the Lord and thus “know” righteousness, what then do we know? We remain in our ignorance of the treasures He has hideen in His Word. We know not because willfully choose to not be obedient to : 2Ti 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

APPLICATION QUES: Where do you need to change your habits in order to fully be known as ‘the righteous’? 


DAY FIVE: Submission to the Holy One of Israel
9. In 52:7-12 and Romans 10:14-15, Isaiah was writing to speak about the returning exiles but Paul applied this section to what? What then is our mandate? The mandate is to go forth bringing the words of peace to a dying and lost world. 

