Eccl. 7-8		August 6, 2006
	Solomon has now finished  one half of his discourse on life. He has shown us that the hedonistic lifestyle is not profitable. Now he shares what he learned when he decided to live an upright moral life, it too proved to be futile. Why? It is as we said earlier; life apart from God is a futile exercise. Only in Christ is man whole and complete and it is here that man finds his purpose in life. We are cautioned to recall II Tim. 3:16 “all scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for (4 reasons) doctrine, reproof, for correction and instruction in righteousness” Since Eccl  as well as Job is a part of the whole counsel of God, we must therefore take what we see and measure it by these standards.  The now deceased Pastor Ray Stedman said: “How refreshingly honest the Scriptures are! They confront us with reality about life.” http://www.raystedman.org/eccles/3811.html 
PRINCIPLES: Fear God, Seek Wisdom, Walk Closely with God
AIM: That we may desire wisdom that is from God, that we may desire to walk so closely with God that whatever we experience we can see that it is from His Hand, that we all have choices on how we view life 
DAY ONE: Eccl. 7 Comparisons viewed from Solomon’s telescope—note that much of what is in this chapter Solomon has already been summarized in earlier chapters. . 
1. Solomon continues on with his comparisons/contrasts. In vs. 1-14  we learn what he has gleaned from is observations. List what is “better” – and give what you think is the reason it is better.  Do you agree with his summary? 


2. What bitter conclusion did Solomon come to about life? 7:1,2. 


3. Was he right in his conclusions about one’s “deathday” as opposed to one’s “birthday”? ________ Do you agree with him? 



Which day would you rather celebrate and why? 



4. What often takes place in a “funeral parlor” as opposed to “Burger King” that would make it ‘better’? 


5. Give 3 reasons from chapter 7 as to what wisdom offers her court subjects. 


5a Do Solomon’s ideas in Eccl. correlate from his previous writings?  Prov. 3:13-18.

DAY TWO:  The Discussion About Relationships 
6. Solomon dug into his reservoir of life and used an illustration to teach a principle regarding our words. What counsel did he share in 7:21-22 and in Prov 30:10?


7. What then is the principle that elderly Solomon was trying to teach? Deut. 5:20, Matt. 12:36/37
DAY THREE: Benefits of Wisdom and Fearing God
8. Reflection Question: So far, in chapters 7 & 8, Solomon has shown us the bitterness of his heart. If we look deeper within his heart we can see two areas he says are most important in our walk with God, wisdom and fearing God. As you read, reflect on what you find about these 2 subjects in a positive light so that you do not wallow in bitterness as he did.. 
 
9. What is a benefit of wisdom according to Solomon? 8:1. Also see Ex. 34:29; Deut. 28:50. 


10. What does one’s countenance reflect about his inner man? Gen. 4:5; 31:2; Prov. 15:13, 27:17; Matt 6:16. 


11. How then can you be true on the inside and true on the outside at the same time or is it possible? 


DAY FOUR:  Wisdom and Fearing God 
12. Solomon begins chapter 8 with the “wise man” and ends chapter 8 with “the wise man”. What does he conclude about these wise men? . Is his conclusion right?  Ps. 73:16-17; Rom 11:33, Is. 55:8-9.


13. What does he conclude about fearing God? 8:12 & 13. 



DAY FIVE: THOUGHT QUESTION:  We have now sat under Solomon’s counsel for 8 chapters. We see him bemoaning life as ‘futile’.  We see him wallowing  in his bitterness because of his failures. Is this the way God wants us to see life OR does God want us to know that even in our mistakes and failures I John 1:9 is true for the believer? If ever there was a man who could wallow in bitterness for life’s choices, it is Paul, the very man who was the chief persecutor of the Church (see Galatians 1) and took part in the stoning of Stephen.   Whereas Solomon wallowed in bitterness and saw life as futile, what was Paul’s perspective? 

Paul the persecutor: Gal. 1:21-24

Paul the overcomer: II Cor. 11: 24ff

Paul the counselor: Phil. 1:21-24

Paul the futurist: Phil 3:13 

Paul the encourager: I  Cor 1. , Eph. 1, Phil. 1; Col. 1. 

Application Are you following in Solomon’s mode of thinking or are you taking your ‘lemons and making lemonade’ as Paul did? It is a matter of choice. Which choice will you make this day? 
This is the time when we can implement the 4C’s
1-consider the choice 
3- choose God’s way
2- compare it to God’s Word
4- count on God for His provision and His protection.


