Matthew 1-2:23		Sept 2, 2007

	Fast-forward from Malachi to Matthew means that we have crossed through 400 yrs of God’s silence but active working for God, as He is not a God who sits idly by. Instead He is actively seeking those who will faithfully teach the all things, teach and baptize disciples, until the second advent of His Son Jesus Christ returns. Thus now we enter a new chapter in which we will meet, learn of, honor and worship the One, “the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple…” of whom Malachi spoke. As we study this first of the 4 gospels, we want to keep that focus in mind as well as this thought as written by Dr. Irving Jensen “…the writer, inspired by the  Spirit, organized them around themes in such a way as to express the intended truths and impress the inquiring reader”.  Jensen, Irving L. “Jensen’s Survey of the New Testament”, p 86.  As we study this first gospel, we want to keep several biblical principles in mind:
PRINCIPLES: God, in human flesh, a.k.a Jesus came for one purpose: “for he shall save his people from their sins.” Matt 1:21; God will meet us where we are (spiritually, emotionally, physically); God will use those  He calls to accomplish His purposes; OT prophecies are given to prove and authenticate NT reality. 
AIM: To know and to believe that which is written as God’s inspired Word given to us that we might believe in whom He sent

DAY ONE: Meet the author of the  Biography of Jesus Christ:  In beginning any study several questions come to mind such as who is the author of this book and why was he chosen?  About what and about whom did he write and when as well as several other questions. Read the following verses to get a better grasp on this author: 
1. Compare Matt 9:9 & 10:3, Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27

2. What did Matthew do after his calling by Jesus? Matt 9:9 and Luke 5:29

3. What fact could you use to show that this book’s author knew and understood the ways or culture of his day and he  explained those better than any other apostle. What was the topic? See : Matt 17:24; 17:27; 18:24, Luke18:9-14 and 19:1-10.


4. When did he write this and why? What does this tell you about this book and what we will be learning? 



DAY TWO: The structure. 
5. Focusing only on Matthew we see that his book is divided into a prologue as well as an epilogue. In between Matthew includes narratives and discourses. Now read the first narrative in 1:1-3:17, but only record the events or records of chapters 1 and 2 that constitute this narrative, what major people are included, what titles are given to Jesus in chapter 1 and 2? 
a. Events or records: 

b. Major people (s):
c. Time frame (empires, rulers, etc):

d. What does Matthew use to authenticate this account of the first narrative in the life of Jesus Christ? 

DAY THREE: Matt 1:1-17 Genealogy of Jesus Christ
6. What names are given for Jesus in vs 1 alone? What does each mean? Which of those names is repeated 3 other times in the first chapter? 

7. The genealogical record begins with Abraham. Give a reason why Matthew might start there. 


8. Matthew divides the genealogy into 3 distinct groups, a theocracy, a monarchy, a hierarchy. Note as you read how many women are included and what do you note as to how Matthew describes them.  Name them and give a brief description of each.  What is Matthew’s point in including them as inspired by the Holy Spirit? 



DAY FOUR: Matt 1:18-25 The Birth of Jesus Christ
9. Analyze the persons of Joseph and Mary: who were they? What tribe(s) are they in? Give some brief character qualities. How did Joseph know what to do when faced with doubts? What lesson can you take from his life that you can practically apply to your own? 



10. Why did God send Jesus according to vs 21? What different meanings for “saved” is found in these verses: John 3:17, John 8:24, Rom 10:9; Eph 2:5,8. 



DAY FIVE: Matt 2:1-12 The Visit of the Magi and Matt 2:13-23 The Early Childhood of Jesus Christ
11. Read the account of the visit of the Magi. From where did they come? Why did they come? Where did they stop first and why? Did they immediately go to Herod?  They came for one purpose, what was that? file_0.wmf

Are you coming to Jesus for that purpose? 



12. Study Herod. What was Herod’s reaction to the news of the visitors? Why would he invite them to the palace? How would you characterize him as a person? 



13.  Study the religious leaders. Give some reasons they were “not interested” in this news. 



14. Again we read that Joseph being a godly parent, takes Mary and Jesus to two other places, name them in the order in which they are recorded. What is the reason Joseph took them there?  What character quality do we see in him? 



APPLICATION TIME: We have “flown through” ch 1 and 2. (a) Just using that information, give some reasons for Matthew being the best book to connect with the OT? (b) Joseph and Mary had to trust God. How are you trusting God to take care of you? 

