Matthew 19-22		Nov 11, 2007
	How beautifully Matthew has been used by God to inspire us to true discipleship through a personal revival of our hearts. Jesus has said over and over “he who has ears to hear, let him listen”. It is not just with our physical ears that we listen, we also have to listen with our hearts. Faulty listening skills lead us astray from the Father “with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change” [James 1]. The rich young ruler truly had a need and he recognized his need, he humbled himself before the Master but left sorrowing. What happened! As we shall see, true discipleship’s test is in ‘denying self, picking up your cross, and following Jesus’.  
PRINCIPLES: A true disciple “goes, sells, gives, follows” or said another way: submits and serves. 
AIM: I hear, I know, I understand, I choose; I will commit to being a true disciple of Christ.  
DAY ONE: Do the observation worksheet for Matt 19:16-22: Look for comparisons, contrasts, people, events, time consequences, cause and effect.  
  Now someone came up to him and said, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to gain eternal life?"  He said to him, "Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments."  "Which ones?" he asked. Jesus replied, "Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother,  and love your neighbor as yourself."  The young man said to him, "I have wholeheartedly obeyed all these laws. What do I still lack?"   Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."   But when the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he was very rich.
I learned: 						My questions are:					

DAY TWO:   Read: Matt 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30 The Rich Young Ruler
1. After reading this passage, what facts do we know about this young man and further what commendable character qualities are in evidence in him?  

2. Contrast his approach to that of the Pharisees in 19:2; contrast his end to that of Paul Phil 3:6-7. 

3. In our relationships with others we need to understand their viewpoint/misconception of “who Jesus is”.  Review Matt 16:13-16. What other way do people see Jesus? Matt 19:16? 

4. By saying he should ‘keep the commandments’ what heart issue was Jesus attempting to get the young man to realize yet he failed? See Jer 17:9-10; Rom 3:10 & 20; Luke 14:33, Rom 6:23; Matt 5:3

5. There are several key issues that must be addressed before we have a starting point to share the gospel. 
A.One is that the heart recognize who we are as taught in the Law. What did he not realize? Gal 3:24, James 1:25, Rom 3:21-23.

B. The rich young man was right in that he must do “something”.  What did he not realize as the next step? Eph 2:8-9,  Matt 3:2 & 4:17, Mark 8:34-36
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 Look at yourself and those around you. Who is like the rich young man? Make a list of their names—between you and God. Are you on the list? Then will you pray that their hearts be opened to who Jesus is and who they are? 

DAY THREE: Read: Matt 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30 The Rich Young Ruler
6. A. Which commandments did Jesus say he must keep and which ones did He not include in the list and more importantly why not? 

7. Yet, after Christ went through all of the commandments, the young man quickly noted he had not just obeyed the law, but he had done it wholeheartedly! He was as righteous “like a Pharisee” as he knew how to be. What did Jesus remind the disciples about the Pharisees righteousness? Matt 5:20.  


8. Had the young man really ‘obeyed’ the commandments? Think of them this way: 
a. If I truly obey ‘do not murder I must recognize the truth of Matt 5:21-22, Matt 15:19 which says:

b. If I truly obey ‘do not commit adultery’ I must also recognize the truth of: Matt 5: 27-28; Matt 15:19 which says: 

c. If I truly obey “do not steal” I must also recognize the truth of:  Matt 6:19-21, Rom 13:9-10 which says. 

d. If I truly obey “do not give false testimony” I must also recognize the truth of Matt 5:37. 

e. If I truly obey “love my neighbor” I must be willing to do what? 

9. Based upon those discriminators, had the young man obeyed the commandments? What is his perception of himself?  
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If Christ were to come to you and give the same requirements, how would you measure up? What have you put ahead of God’s requirements? 


DAY FOUR: Read: Matt 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30 The Rich Young Ruler
10.  Did he follow? NO! He went away sorrowful. Peter seeing this entire incident take place begins to think, I have “gone, sold, gave, followed Jesus”. Can you see the wheels turning in his head? What did he ask Jesus in Matt 19:27? Do you sometimes have the same question? Be as honest as Peter in your reflection.  Then read Matt 19:29 and ponder its implications for your life. Think: If I choose to follow I gain, IF I choose to not I lose what? 


11. Peter’s question and the world’s question is “so what”. If I choose to “deny self, pick up cross, follow” what is ahead for me both now and eternally?  Let’s take time to see what the rich young ruler lost. what he would have gained:  Read and summarize: Matt 20:1-16, Matt 19:21, 2 Cor 4:18, Eph 1:18-19, Heb 12:1-2. 2 Cor 3:18, 1 John 3:2-3. 





DAY FIVE: APPLICATION
A. Over the past few weeks we have been thinking of how to be a true disciple which Jesus said is “deny self, pick up cross and follow ME”.  The rich young man heard, knew, understood but chose not to follow Jesus. What area of your life have you not surrendered to Him? 

B. We also have learned that in evangelism, we must start where people are. Jesus asked the disciples who do the people say I am and then who do you say I am. Mat 16:13-15. This week we saw the faulty thinking of one rich young man who thought works were the way to heaven. Thinking of all those indicators, how will you use these lessons to impact those around you who have faulty thinking of eternal life? 

