Matthew 16 and 17		October 28, 2007
Note: To Internet users: beginning today, we will teach both the lesson and a way for each student to learn how to study a passage and construct their own questions/answers. Please note that I have included a set of scriptures on which you can practice the “observation method.”  Go to this link: http://tinyurl.com/yo9fp7" http://tinyurl.com/yo9fp7 
	Jesus asked two pertinent questions of His disciples, the first being: “who do people say I am” and secondly: “who do you say I am”. God revealed to Peter this foundational principle and bedrock of the Christian faith. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. How did Peter know this truth? The scriptures say it came not by men but by God in heaven. Deut 29:29 says: the secret things belong to God, but those secrets that He chooses to reveal to us now also belong to us for one reason: that we in reverence worship His Beloved Son and serve in His kingdom. Apart from that knowledge, men live and dwell in spiritual darkness much as Nicodemus did. Has God revealed this truth to you? Romans 1 says that He has and that even if no one ever came to witness of that truth to you in person, that His very creation is God’s witness of Himself. Where are you today? Do you know the Christ, the Son of the Living God? 
PRINCIPLES: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God; His followers are to deny self; bear own cross, listen, and have a mustard seed faith.
AIM: The student will desire to be a true disciple, moving from an intellectual understanding to a practical implementation (the how is the important step and thus in this lesson we will discuss each step intellectually and then develop practical methods for their implementation). 

DAY ONE: Read the entire scripture, which is all of chapters 16 and 17. 
1. Using the Observation Method (http://tinyurl.com/yo9fp7" http://tinyurl.com/yo9fp7) for these selected verses, highlight and mark each reference to Jesus and synonyms for Him (ex. Jesus+; Time file_0.png
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, Peter, Father;) 

Mat 16:13When Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,"Who do people say that the Son of Man is?

Mat 16:14  They answered, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

Mat 16:15  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"

Mat 16:16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Mat 16:17  And Jesus answered him, "You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood
 did not reveal this to you, but my Father in heaven!

(a) I learned: 						(b) My questions are: 
2. What secret has God revealed regarding who Jesus is? (Mt 22:42)Why is this a crucial principle? (Mal 3:1; 1Cor3:11; Eph 2:20; Heb 6:1)


3. Why did the people think Jesus was just a prophet? (Mt 14:1-2) Which major religion(s) today consider Him in just the same way.


4. If Jesus were to ask you the same question, what would be your response? What evidence would you give to another who says why do you say Jesus is the Christ? See: Mt 7:22; 5:17; 8:3; 9:6; 9:25 + any others.  


DAY TWO: Using the “Observation Method”, highlight and mark the next set of verses: Mark references to [Jesus+; Peter , Satan; God, disciples] Then answer the questions that follow.

Mat 16:23  But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me, because you are not 

setting your mind on God's interests, but on man's."

Mat 16:24  Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone wants to become my follower,  he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.

I learned: 				b. My questions are:
4. Why would Jesus refer to Peter as Satan? What does Jesus say it mean to be a “stumbling-block”? 

5. Did you ever see the bumper sticker that says “TRY JESUS”? Is this what Jesus meant? Explain in your own words what it means to “deny self”. Does it mean what Mt 19:29-30 says? Or does it mean more like Mt 6:19-24; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 6:33; 2 Cor 5:14;15. 



6. Did Jesus teach martyrdom by saying you must “take up your cross”? If not, then how do we “take up our own cross”.  A. First, consider the purpose of a cross; its result and how often we are to do it. Look at  Luke 9:23; Gal 2:20 and 1Peter 2:21? B. Secondly; what is the consequence of not bearing a cross? Mt 10:38-39, Luke 14:27? Contrast that with the reward of denial and cross bearing from Mt 16:25?



DAY THREE: Read Mt 17:1-13, then using the “Observation Method”: highlight and mark the next set of verses which are chosen for you. Mark any references to Jesus+; disciples (   ); time file_2.png
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 ; places and/or events; God; 

Mat 17:1  Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James, and led them privately up a high 
mountain.

Mat 17:2  And he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light…..

Mat 17:5  While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my one 

dear Son, in whom I take great delight. Listen to him!"

I learned:  				b .My questions are: 
7. The scriptures say Jesus was transfigured. What does that word mean? John was a part of this group. Tell another time when he saw Jesus again as “transfigured”. 


8. Who was the voice? What was the reaction of the disciples? What did the voice say to do? So far in Matthew we have heard Jesus say “let him who has ears, listen”. Mt 11:15; 13:9, 13:15-16. What keeps one from “hearing”? . Are you a good listener? In what area are you stuffing cotton in your ears like the Pharisees? 



DAY FOUR: Using the Observation Method: highlight and mark this verse: Jesus; faith; places; 

Mat 17:20  He told them, "It was because of your little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 

you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; nothing will be impossible for you."

a. I learned					b My questions are

9 Last week we saw feeble faith, false faith, full faith. What measure of faith does Jesus say you really need? Mat 17:20? If you have it, what kind of believer are you? How is your faith? Mt 26:41-or-1Chron 4:9-10;Dan 9:1-25.



