1Thess 1:1-10		Dec 7, 2008
	Letter writing has always been a part of the way society communicates the heart of one person to another. We save them and pass them on as they become a part of our heritage and reveal the heart of the author to the recipient. Paul was an avid letter writer and used his skill to not only encourage, admonish but also to teach his flocks in many different localities. The letter he wrote to the Thessalonians was most likely his second letter after his letter to the Galatians and was written most likely around A.D. 51-53 while he ministered in the city of Corinth. Paul was gifted with the ability to analyze a church’s strengths and weaknesses, pinpointing succinctly paths of correction as well as enlightening each flock regarding their questions. 
PRINCIPLES: With privilege comes responsibility; Thankfulness is a key quality of a believer’s life and practice; 
OUR AIM this week is to analyze and evaluate (a) our own walk: do we have the right heart motivation in all we do; (b) is our church “turning the world upside down” and if not what can we do so it will.

DAY ONE:  “The Thessalonians…who, where, how….”
1. Read Acts 17 to see how the church at Thessalonica started. Use an atlas or google map to locate Thessalonica. Use a Bible Dictionary or see the google map on http://net.bible.org/dictionary.php?word=Thessalonica   to find out all you can to share with your co-laborers in class..



2. Trace Paul’s journey using Acts 17 & 18.  Using Acts 17, 2Thess 2:5 and Phil 4:16, give an approximate time frame for Paul’s ministry there and the reason he left. 



3. Using Acts 18:5 and 1Thess 3: 1-6, who brought them news of this fledging flock? Based upon this news gives us one of the reasons why Paul wrote this letter. 



4. Now read the entire book of 1 Thessalonians in one sitting. Look for repeated words; the Trinity; one word that he calls the Thessalonians, what is the main doctrinal point that he covers (1 Thess 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:9).  



5. NOTE: missing in this letter are any references to the OT scriptures. Using that data, Acts 17:4 and 1Thess 1:9 who makes up this church in most likelihood? Who was jealous of their following Paul and the gospel? 


DAY TWO: 1 Thess 1:1 “Grace and Peace” (Read through 1 Thessalonians in one sitting)
6. The letter’s author(s): 
a. What do we remember about Paul? Refresh your memories of Acts 8 and 9.


b. What do we remember about Silas? Refresh your memory by rereading Acts 15 and 16.  


c. What do we remember about Timothy? Refresh your memory by reading: 2Tim 1:5; Acts 16:1-3; Acts 17:4; Acts 19:22; Phil 1:1; Heb 13:23. 

7. What two parts of the Trinity does Paul use in 1:1? How does he address each? What are the meanings of “Lord”,  “Jesus”, “Christ”?


8. Grace was a salutation reserved and used by Gentiles, Peace was the salutation reserved and used by Jews. What does this further tell you about the makeup of this church? What is grace? What is peace? 



DAY THREE: 1Thess 1:2 & 3 “Paul Prays and Reminisces” (Read through 1Thess in one sitting) 
9. One of the characteristics of Paul is his love for others.  Give the three evidences of his thankfulness in his prayers for these “beloved brethren” from vs 2 and 3. 


10. Explain what you think he meant by each of the following. Then tell if this describes you.
	“a work of faith”, John 15:4-5; Heb 9:14


	“a labor of love”, Rom 5:5



	“patience/steadfastness/endurance inspired by hope”.  Rom 5:2-4, 8:24, 25 




DAY FOUR: 1 Thess 1:4-8 “Five Evidences to the World” (yes, read the book again)
11. In 2  Cor 5:17 Paul writes: “So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; what is old has passed away”. List at least  5 evidences that Paul gives as to this occurrence in the lives of these “beloved brethren”. 



12. When Paul entered a town he was known for “turning the world upside down”. Looking back at the evidences that Paul noted were in their lives, what evidence in vs. 6-8 did Paul have to prove that they were indeed “chosen” and “beloved brethren”?  



DAY FIVE: 1Thess 1:9-10 “What Others are Saying”
13. What is new about these “beloved brethren”? In what way are they living out the truth of 2Cor 5:17?  And further, what is the world saying about them? 



 14. What doctrinal point does Paul make at the end of this chapter?


CONVICTING THOUGHT QUESTION: These Thessalonians were known far and wide for their new walk and talk, they were in essence “turning the world upside down”.  Could the same be said of you? How about your church? If you say no, give some reasons and some solutions. 

